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FOREWORD 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  County  Borough  of  Bootle. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1967,  being  the  ninety-fifth  of  the  series  on  the  health  of  the  people  of 
the  County  Borough  of  Bootle. 

During  the  year  the  Department  moved  from  its  premises  at  10/12 
Trinity  Road  to  new  office  accommodation  at  Balliol  House  situated  in 
the  Stanley  Precinct.  The  willingness  with  which  the  staff  assisted  in 
the  move  to  the  new  premises  resulted  in  the  Department  remaining  open 
for  business  throughout,  and  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  to  them. 
The  move  accorded  the  opportunity  to  bring  all  sections  of  the  Depart- 
ment under  one  roof,  simplifying  the  administrative  control  of  the  School 
Health  Service,  District  Nursing  Service,  and  Welfare  Foods  Service,  all 
of  which,  prior  to  this,  had  been  housed  in  separate  buildings.  Accom- 
modation was  also  provided  in  Balhol  House  for  the  Health  Visiting 
Service  and  the  Midwifery  Service,  and  during  office  hours  calls  for 
midwives,  district  nurses  and  health  visitors  are  received  at  Balliol  House. 
Outside  office  hours  requests  for  district  nurses  and  midwives  are  received 
at  the  Ambulance  Station  where,  by  the  addition  of  four  ambulance 
driver/ attendants  to  the  staff,  the  telephone  has  been  manned  on  a 
24  hour  basis  since  August.  It  was  then  possible  to  dispense  with  the 
emergency  telephone  line  to  the  Bootle  Police  Station  and  relieve  the 
police  of  the  duty  of  answering  emergency  ambulance  calls  when  no 
personnel  were  left  in  the  ambulance  station.  I wish  to  express  my 
thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  assistance  given  in  this  respect  by 
Mr.  H.  E.  Legg,  the  Chief  Constable  of  Bootle  prior  to  the  amalgama- 
tion, and  Mr.  J.  Haughton,  the  Chief  Constable  of  Liverpool  and  Bootle 
Constabulary  since  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  police  authorities. 

Staffing  as  in  previous  years  has  again  been  a problem,  particularly 
in  the  Health  Visiting  Service.  The  establishment  of  this  service  is  a 
Superintendent  and  13  health  visitors,  but  during  the  year  the  service 
ran  with  the  equivalent  of  6^  full  time  health  visitors  or  48%  of  full 
establishment.  During  the  year  two  part-time  qualified  nurses  were 
appointed  to  help  the  health  visitors  with  their  clinic  duties.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  five  vacancies.  No  applications  having  been 
received  in  spite  of  frequent  advertisements  throughout  the  year.  A 
similar  situation  has  occurred  with  medical  staff.  One  full  time  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  post  remaining  vacant  throughout  the  year.  The 
situation,  of  course,  is  no  worse  in  Bootle  than  it  is  in  the  rest  of  the 
country.  Most  authorities  are  experiencing  the  same  difficulty  in 
appointing  medical  and  health  visiting  staff. 

Last  year  I reported  that  the  demands  on  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery 
Service  had  gradually  diminished  since  1961,  from  which  time  the 
number  of  home  confinements  had  fallen  from  34%  of  all  births  to 
17.7%  of  all  births  by  1966.  In  1967  home  confinements  fell  to  12.1% 
of  all  births  and  Bootle  recorded  the  lowest  birth  rate  in  its  history — 
17.10  per  thousand,  a figure  even  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales 
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which  was  17.20  per  thousand.  It  has  not  been  necessary  therefore  to 
fill  the  posts  recorded  as  vacant  under  the  heading  of  staff  of  this  service. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  of  the  Borough  was  81,290, 
indicating  a reduction  in  population  of  710  since  1966,  1,460  since  1965 
and  2,040  since  1963,  when  the  estimated  mid-year  populations  were 
82,000,  82,750  and  83,330  respectively.  The  birth  rate  per  thousand 
population  for  1967  was  17.10  compared  with  9.2  per  thousand  population 
for  1966.  The  number  of  births  in  excess  of  deaths  for  1964,  1965, 
1966  and  1967  showed  a natural  increase  each  year  of  1,137,  919,  788 
and  626  respectively.  In  total  this  is  3,470  over  the  four  years.  I am 
informed  by  the  Housing  Manager  that  l-ffT  Bootle  families  comprising  5 
2.i>o734  persons  had  been  rehoused  on  the  Sefton  Estate  by  the  31st 
December,  1967,  at  which  time  this  Estate  was  situated  in  the  West 
Lancashire  Rural  District  Area.  It  is  evident  that  there  is  a movement 
of  population  from  Bootle  to  other  areas. 

There  were  29  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  during 
the  year  and  12  of  these  were  of  premature  infants,  the  infant  mortality 
rate  being  20.91  compared  with  22.05  in  1966. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  761  as  compared  with 
754  for  the  previous  year.  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  cancer  accounted 
for  20%  of  all  deaths,  which  is  equal  to  the  figure  for  the  previous  year. 
Deaths  from  bronchitis  7%  as  compared  with  8.5%  the  previous  year, 
but  in  the  case  of  deaths  from  the  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
systems  the  percentage  increased  from  32%  of  all  deaths  in  1966  to 
47%  of  all  deaths  in  1967.  Persons  over  the  age  of  65  years  accounted 
for  63%  of  all  deaths. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year. 
There  were  443  cases  of  measles  notified  compared  with  191  in  the 
previous  year.  There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  notified — 12  as  compared  with  15,  and  an  increase  in  whooping 
cough  cases  notified — 44  compared  with  39  in  1966.  No  deaths  occurred 
from  these  diseases. 

One  new  service  was  started  during  the  year,  the  Cervical  Cytology 
Clinic,  which  was  held  weekly  from  the  13th  January.  This  Service, 
for  the  early  detection  of  carcinoma  of  the  cervix,  is  run  in  conjunction 
with  the  Pathological  Service  of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
and  all  women  over  the  age  of  35  years  are  eligible  for  the  test.  During 
the  year  245  examinations  were  carried  out  and  two  women,  who  were 
found  to  have  a positive  result,  were  referred  for  treatment. 

In  the  field  of  Mental  Health  the  work  of  the  Mental  Welfare 
Officers  in  the  community  continued  as  in  previous  years.  At  the  Junior 
Training  Centre,  Poulsom  Drive,  routine  work  of  the  Centre  progressed 
satisfactorily  with  eight  children  being  admitted  and  four  being  trans- 
ferred to  the  Adult  Training  Centre  during  the  year.  Miss  V.  Robotham, 
one  of  the  assistant  supervisors,  successfully  gained  her  diploma  of  the 
National  Association  of  Mental  Health  with  distinction.  The  training 
of  the  staff  continued;  Miss  P.  Wilkinson,  assistant  supervisor,  com- 
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menced  a one  year  diploma  course  at  the  Harris  College,  Preston,  in 
October.  The  Special  Care  Unit  continued  throughout  the  year  with 
13  severely  handicapped  children  on  roll.  At  the  Adult  Training  Centre 
a variety  of  contract  work  including  clerical,  dismantling  work,  assembly 
work,  and  repair  work,  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  The 
enthusiasm  of  the  staff  and  trainees  in  every  venture  tackled  has  made 
it  a most  successful  year  not  only  in  the  workshop  environment  but  also 
in  the  social  activities  of  the  trainees  through  the  parent/ staff  association 
and  the  Youth  Club.  Four  trainees  were  placed  in  full  time  employment 
with  the  Corporation  and  private  firms  during  the  year,  and  satisfactory 
reports  have  been  received  from  their  employers.  In  September  the 
Centre  suffered  a sad  loss  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Barnes,  the  domestic 
science  instructor.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Council  to  second  staff  for 
training  and  one  instructor  from  the  Adult  Training  Centre  entered 
Harris  College,  Preston,  to  study  for  the  Teachers  of  the  Mentally 
Handicapped  Diploma. 

I am  asked  once  again  this  year  by  the  Ministry  to  report  on  the 
action  taken  by  the  Council  under  Ministry  of  Health  Circulars  28/62, 
12/63  and  15/65  on  the  Fluoridation  of  the  Public  Water  Supplies. 
Again  this  year  I can  report  no  progress  as  Bootle  receives  its  water 
supply  from  the  City  of  Liverpool,  the  Council  of  which  Authority  has 
not  taken  any  active  step  in  favour  of  such  a scheme. 

Environmental  hygiene  through  its  many  facets — clean  air,  clean 
food,  the  removal  of  slum  accommodation  and  the  abatement  of 
nuisances,  to  mention  but  a few,  continues  to  play  an  important  role  in 
the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  health  of  the  community.  A 
further  advancement  was  made  in  the  Council’s  Clean  Air  Programme 
when  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  8 came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
November,  1967.  This  area  comprised  458  premises,  covered  an  area  of 
36  acres,  and  brought  the  total  number  of  premises  covered  by  Smoke 
Control  Orders  up  to  6,281,  while  the  total  area  of  the  Borough  now 
covered  is  1,076  acres.  The  social  and  environmental  condition  of  a 
further  262  families  was  improved  during  the  year  when  220  houses 
inhabited  by  them,  having  been  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion, were  included  in  two  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders.  The  vigilance 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  is  to  be  complimented  in  enforcing 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  During  the  year  no 
cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  thank  to  my  staff  for 
their  loyal  support  and  for  the  valuable  work  they  have  done  throughout 
the  year.  Similarly  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  Chief  Officials  of  the 
Corporation  my  thanks  for  the  encouragement,  consideration  and 
assistance  which  I have  received,  and  lastly  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  interest,  enthusiasm,  and 
courtesy  with  which  they  have  considered  the  many  difficult  problems 
laid  before  them  during  the  year. 

G.  T.  MacCULLOCH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  I 


CONSTITUTION  OF  COMMITTEE 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Councillor  Dr.  D.  Brown,  c.b.e..  Chairman 


Mr.  Alderman  R.  J.  Rogerson,  Deputy  Chairman 
His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Councillor  Mrs.  V.  Bray,  j.p.) 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  Cain 


Mr.  Councillor  G.  Cherry 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  E.  Dooley 


Councillor  Mrs.  J.  Gee 


Mr.  Alderman  J.  C.  Hevey 


Councillor  Dr.  C.  M.  Harris 


Mr.  Councillor  A.  Baker 


Mr.  Councillor  Ji  R.  Jones 


Councillor  Mrs.  M.  E.  Charnock  Mr.  Councillor  C.  B.  Weights 


Mr.  Councillor  J.  D.  Charters  Councillor  Dr.  J.  A.  Wethered 


Co-opted  Members; 

Representatives  of  the  Bootle  Local  Medical  Committee: 

Dr.  N.  D.  Walker  Dr.  P.  W.  Davies 

Representative  of  the  Bootle  Local  Dental  Committee: 

Mr.  S.  F.  Callaghan 

Representative  of  the  Bootle  Pharmaceutical  Committee: 

Mr.  F.  G.  Higham 

Representative  of  the  North  Liverpool  Hospital  Management  Committee: 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Kelly,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 


Section  II 
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STAFF 

(as  at  31/12/67) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

G.  T.  MacCulloch,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

M.  M.  C.  Regan,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health: 

B.  Hughes,  m.b.,  ch-b. 

Vacant. 

Chest  Physician  {Joint  Appointment): 

S.  KaLINSKY,  m.b.,  Ch.B. 

Principal  Dental  Officer: 

D.  N.  Maxfield,  l.d.s. 

Assistant  Dental  Officers: 

Miss  U.  Brayshaw,  b.d.s. 

Appointed  2.1.67 
Mrs.  M.  Birkenhead  b.d.s. 

Visiting  Specialists: 

E.  Allan,  m.b.,  ch.B., 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon 

F.  Bauer,  f.r.c.s.  edin.,  d.l.o.. 

Aural  Surgeon 

F.  C.  Dwyer,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  f.r.c.s., 
m.ch.orth..  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 

Public  Analyst: 

J.  F.  Clark,  m.sc.,  d.i.c.,  f.r.i.c. 

Chiropodist  {part-time): 

Mr.  J.  Waters 

Principal  Administrative  Assistant  and 
Health  Education  Officer: 

K.  W.  Barker,  d.p.a.,  a.m.r.s.h. 

Domestic  Help  Supervisor: 

Mrs.  E.  Lander 

Deputy  Domestic  Help  Supervisor: 

Miss  M.  Johnson 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

H.  Parsonage,  f.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i. 


Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
A.  Downie,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Public  Health  Inspectors: 

H.  G.  Barnes 
J.  Buckley 

J.  M.  Cangley 

D.  Caulfield  Appointed  5.7.67 

I.  P.  Glister  Appointed  5.7.67 

S.  Hesketh 

L.  J.  Jones 
P.  Lloyd 
W.  J.  Mason 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

D.  Caulfield  \ 

I.  P.  Glister  J 

J.  Batstone  Appointed  27.11.67 

R.  Foulkes  Appointed  29.11.67 

Municipal  Midwives: 

Mrs.  W.  Worthington  (Non-Medical 

Supervisor) 

Miss  D.  Smith  (Deputy) 

Mrs.  M.  W.  Drewery  (Senior) 

from  1 .Xl.Cl 

Mrs.  P.  Benbow 

Resigned  31.7.67 
Mrs.  M.  a.  E.  Chamberlain 

Mrs.  C.  Dempster 

Appointed  14.8.67 

Mrs.  M.  Doyle 
Mrs.  M.  Evans 
Mrs.  j.  Gordon 
Mrs.  L.  Linacre 
Miss  M.  Morris 

Miss  N.  Mossman 

Appointed  1.7.67 

Mrs.  G,  a.  Newnes 

Resigned  1.1.67 

(4  vacancies) 

5 Part-time  Midwives  (vacant) 
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STAFF — continued. 


Health  Visitors: 

Mrs.  V.  A.  Benson  (Superintendent) 

Mrs.  P.  Stewart  (Deputy) 

from  7.12.67 

Miss  M.  T.  Donohoe  (Senior) 

from  7.12.67 

Miss  E.  Grogan  (Part-time) 

Appointed  20.9.67 

Miss  H.  S.  Grossart 

Resigned  31.1.67 

Mrs.  M.  Home  (nee  Cunningham) 
Mrs.  E.  Joyce  (part-time) 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Kewley 

Mrs.  M.  H.  Pearcey  (part-time) 

Miss  V.  A.  Reeves 

Resigned  31.7.67 

(5  vacancies) 

Student  Health  Visitors: 

Miss  J.  M.  Sephton 

Appointed  1.12.67 

Mrs.  R.  Torrance 

Clinic  Nurses: 

Mrs.  P.  Evans  Appointed  24.7.67 
Mrs.  I.  Pickett  13.2.67-30.6.67 
Mrs.  M.  Skyner 

Appointed  13.2.67 

Tubereulosis  Visitors 
Mrs.  I.  Craig 
Mrs.  D.  Stenberg 

Mental  Welfare  Officers: 

Mr.  G.  Foster,  r.m.n.,  R.M.p.A.(Dist.), 
s.e.n. 

Mr.  J.  a.  D.  Grounds,  r.m.n., 

R.M.P.A. 

Mr.  D.  K.  W.  Higgins, 

S.R.N.,  r.m.n.,  R.M.P.A. 

Mrs.  M.  F.  Mullin,  r.m.p.a. 

(Part-time  assistant) 

Ambulance  Supervisor: 

Mr.  T.  Slater 


Junior  Training  Centre: 

Supervisor: 

Mrs.  j.  Edwards  (dip.  n.a.m.h.) 

Deputy  Supervisor: 

Mrs.  P.  Peterson  (dip.  n.a.m.h.) 

Assistant  Supervisors: 

Mrs.  j.  Ennis  (dip.  n.a.m.h.) 

Miss  M.  Fry 

Miss  V.  Robotham  (dip.  n.a.m.h.) 
Mrs.  j.  Rowe  (dip.  n.a.m.h.) 

Mrs.  P.  Wilkinson 

Student  Assistant  Supervisors: 

Miss  J.  Courtman 

Resigned  10.9.67 

Miss  P.  Ryan — Appointed  tempo- 
rary assistant  supervisor  5.10.67 

Adult  Training  Centre: 

Manager: 

Mr.  C.  E.  Wilson  (dip.  n.a.m.h  ) 

Deputy  Manager: 

Miss  A.  Buttery  (dip.  n.a.m.h.) 

Instruetors: 

Mrs.  I.  S.  Barnes 

Deceased  25.9.67 

Mr.  W.  Birch  Appointed  1.2.67 
Mrs.  j.  Corbett 

Appointed  1.12.67 

Mrs.  V.  Slater 

Mr.  K.  C.  Taylor 

Appointed  1.12.67 

Mr.  j.  Tuft 

Caretaker-Gardener: 

Mr.  F.  Hand  Appointed  28.3.67 

Clerk : 

Mrs.  a.  Short 
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STAFF — continued 


District  Nurses: 

Mrs.  E.  I.  Dodds  (Superintendent) 

Mrs.  E.  Gordon  (Part-time) 
(Deputy)  from  1.12.67 

Miss  K.  Sherry  (Senior) 

from  7.12.67 

Mrs.  Armstrong  (Part-time) 

Resigned  22.1.67 

Mrs.  S.  Bentley 

Mrs.  R.  a.  Burkey  (Nee  Anderson) 
Resigned  30.9.67 

Miss  V.  Cutler 

Mrs.  K.  Headon  Resigned  30.4.67 
Miss  E.  Holmes 
Mrs.  K.  Malone 

Appointed  1.4.67 
Miss  O.  Merrifield 
Mrs.  M.  Quinn  Appointed  1.3.67 

Mrs.  M.  Roach  (Nee  Jackson) 

(Part-time) 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Scott 

Mrs.  F.  Sharp  Appointed  1.3.67 
Mrs.  J.  Silcock  Appointed  1.5.67 
Mrs.  L.  Sinclair  (Part-time) 

Mrs.  N.  Stanton 

Appointed  1.3.67 


District  Nurses — cont. 

Mrs.  a.  Styers 

Appointed  11.12.67 

Mrs.  H.  Wright  (Nee  Donald) 

Appointed  13.2.67 

Clerical  Staff: 

Mr.  a.  N.  Winship  (Chief  Clerk) 
Appointed  2.1.67 

Mrs.  E.  Allinson 
Miss  A.  Bell 
Miss  N.  Clothier 
Mrs.  B.  Costello 

Appointed  6.2.67 

Mrs.  C.  V.  Douglas 

Appointed  20.3.67 

Mrs.  O.  Griffiths  (Welfare  Foods) 

Miss  D.  M.  Latimer 

Miss  M.  E.  Lane 

Miss  F.  Mawdsley 

Mrs.  M.  Newman 

Resigned  31.1.67 

Mrs.  a.  Parr 

Mrs.  B.  Rushton 

Appointed  13.3.67 
Miss  A.  M.  Girvan  (Clinic  Assistant) 
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Section  III 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Civilian  Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  at  mid-year 

1967)  81,290 

Population  at  Census  of  1961  82,773 

Area  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  river  bed)  3,054 

Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1967)  according  to  rate  books  ...  20,793 

Uninhabited  houses  (end  of  1967)  according  to  rate  books  ...  223 

Live  Births : 

Number  1,387 

Rate  per  1,000  population  17-10 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7-07 

Stillbirths : 

Number  38 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  26-7 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 1,425 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  29 

Infant  Mortality  Rates; 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  20-91 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  21-65 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births...  10-2 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  15-86 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 

total  live  births) 12-98 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  39-30 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) : 

Number  of  deaths  — 


Total  Deaths  761 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  9-32 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  1 year  of  age)  — 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  2 

Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  (per  1 ,000  population)  0 - 02 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  2 

Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (per  1,000  population)  0-02 
Area  Comparability  factors — Births  0-91,  Deaths  1-58. 

Calculated  on  these  factors,  the 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  is  14-73. 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  is  15-56. 
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The  Rateable  Value  of  the  Borough  as  at  1st  April,  1967,  was  £2,744,570 

The  estimated  product  of  a Penny  Rate  for  1967-68,  was  ...  £11,020 

In  1967-68  the  General  Rate  was  13s.  3d.  in  the  £ (excluding 
water  rate  and  charges). 

The  cost  of  the  Health  Services  during  1967-68  was  estimated  at  £283,637 
equivalent  to  a rate  of  2s.  1.74d.  in  the  £. 


Section  IV 

COMPARISON  OF  STATISTICS  WITH 
THOSE  OF  PREVIOUS  YEARS 


Population 


The  Census  returns  from  the  year  1881  show  the  population  of  the 
Borough  as  follows: — 


1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

1921 

1931 

1951 

1961 


27,374 

49,217 

58,556 

69,876 

76,487 

76,800 

74,977 

82,773 


The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian  population  at  mid- 
year was  81,290.  This  estimate  shows  that  the  population  of  the  Borough 
in  1967  was  710  less  than  in  the  summer  of  1966. 


Marriages 

The  Superintendent  Registrar  states  that  the  number  of  marriages 
during  the  year  was  571  compared  with  575  last  year. 


Births 

During  the  year  1,387  live  births  were  registered,  representing  a 
birth  rate  of  17.1  per  1,000  of  the  population,  that  for  England  and 
Wales  being  17.2.  There  were  740  male  and  647  female  births.  This 
is  the  first  year  in  the  history  of  the  Borough  that  the  birth  rate  has 
been  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  1901—1967 


BOOTLE 

England  & Wales 

Period 

Births 

Rate  per  1,000 

Rate  per  1,000 

1901—1910  

20,468 

32-3 

n-1 

1911—1920  

20,748 

27-6 

21-8 

1921—1930  

18,884 

22-8 

18-4 

1931—1935  

8,367 

21-8 

15-0 

1936—1940  

7,959 

21-6 

14-9 

1941—1945  

1,327 

25-2 

16-0 

1946  

1,797 

27-9 

19-1 

1947  

2,022 

30-3 

20-5 

1948  

1,700 

24-5 

17-9 

1949  

1,541 

22-0 

16-7 

1950  

1,586 

22-6 

15-8 

1951  

1,554 

20-8 

15-5 

1952  

1,528 

20-3 

15-3 

1953  

1,596 

20-9 

15-5 

1954  

1,662 

21-6 

15-2 

1955  

1,627 

20-82 

15-0 

1956  

1,912 

24-09 

15-8 

1957  

1,921 

23-82 

16-1 

1958  

1,945 

23-85 

16-4 

1959  

1,933 

23-55 

16-5 

1960  

1,995 

24-17 

17-1 

1961  

1,993 

24-10 

17-4 

1962  

1,958 

23-53 

18-0 

1963  

1,852 

22-22 

18-2 

1964  

1,904 

22-93 

18-4 

1965  

1,699 

20-53 

18-1 

1966  

1,542 

18-80 

17-7 

1967  

1,387 

17-10 

17-20 

The  illegitimate  births  numbered  98  and  were  68.77  per  1,000  of 
the  total  live  and  still  births.  In  1966  the  number  was  106. 


Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Bootle  residents  during  1967  was 
761,  including  336  who  died  in  hospital,  i.e.,  44.02  per  cent  of  the  total 
deaths,  compared  with  40.45  per  cent  in  1966.  The  deaths  during  the  year 
are  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  9.32  per  1,000  as  compared  with  9.2 
per  1,000  in  1966. 
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DEATH  RATES,  1901—1967 


Period 

BOC 

)TLE 

England  & Wales 

Total  Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

1901—1910  

11,400 

17-8 

15-4 

1911—1920  

12,470 

17-1 

14-3 

1921—1930  

10,336 

13-5 

121 

1931—1935  

5,212 

13-5 

120 

1936—1940  

5,019 

13-8 

12-5 

1941—1945  

4,087 

15-6 

11-9 

1946—1950  

3,877 

11-4 

11-5 

1951  

901 

120 

12-5 

1952  

734 

9-7 

11-3 

1953  

602 

7-89 

11-4 

1954  

685 

8-91 

11-3 

1955  

730 

9-34 

11-7 

1956  

703 

8-86 

11-7 

1957  

811 

1006 

11-5 

1958  

IIS 

9-50 

11-7 

1959  

813 

9-90 

11-6 

1960  

771 

9-34 

11-5 

1961  

816 

9-87 

120 

1962  

780 

9-37 

11-9 

1963  

111, 

9-28 

12-2 

1964  

161 

9-24 

11-3 

1965  

780 

9-43 

11-5 

1966  

ISA 

9-20 

11-7 

1967  

761 

9-32 

11-2 
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Causes  of  Death 

The  causes  of  death,  classified  according  to  age,  are  shown  in  the 
table  on  page  80. 

Communicable  Diseases. — There  were  two  deaths  from  other 
infective  and  parasitic  causes  recorded  during  the  year.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  enteritis,  diphtheria,  smallpox,  chicken  pox,  measles,  scarlet 
fever,  whooping  cough,  or  any  other  infectious  disease. 

Respiratory  Diseases. — Pneumonia  was  responsible  for  50  deaths, 
bronchitis  for  56,  and  other  respiratory  diseases  for  2 making  the  total 
deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  (excluding  influenza  and  tuberculosis) 
108.  This  amounts  to  14.19  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  at  all  ages,  as 
compared  with  16.45  per  cent  in  1966.  There  were  four  deaths  from 
influenza. 

Cancer. — Cancer  was  registered  as  the  cause  of  death  in  153  cases,  as 
compared  with  1 52  in  the  preceding  year.  This  represents  a cancer  death- 
rate  of  1.88  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  1.85  during  the 
year  1966. 

Violent  Causes. — There  were  47  deaths  from  violent  causes  (including 
14  from  road  traffic  accidents  and  3 from  suicide.) 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. — Twenty- two  children  died  before  reaching  the 
age  of  one  month,  of  whom  18  died  during  the  first  week  of  life.  This 
gives  a neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  15.86  per  1,000  births.  Prematurity  was 
responsible  for  12  of  the  neo-natal  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality. — There  were  29  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of 
one  year  compared  with  34  in  1966.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  20.91 
per  1,000  births  compared  with  22.05  in  1966.  The  average  rate  for  the 
previous  five  years  was  27.16. 

The  rate  of  infant  mortality  in  males  was  21.62  and  in  females  20.09 
per  1,000  live  births. 

Throughout  England  and  Wales  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  was 
18.3  per  1,000  births. 

The  rate  of  infant  mortality  in  legitimate  infants  was  20.19  and  in 
illegitimate  infants  was  0.72  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  most  important  of  the  causes  of  infant  death  were : pneumonia, 
4;  bronchitis,  2;  congenital  malformations,  6;  premature  births,  12; 
gastritis,  2;  other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases,  2. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE— BOOTLE  COMPARED 
WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Years 

BOOTLE 

England  & Wales 

1916-20  

103 

91 

1921-25  

91 

76 

1926-30  

89 

68 

1931-35  

87 

62 

1936-40  

74 

55 

1941-45  

77-2 

49-8 

1946  

75 

43 

1947  

91-5 

41 

1948  

54-1 

34 

1949  

54-5 

32 

1950  

47-3 

29-8 

1951  

39-9 

29-6 

1952  

43-2 

27-6 

1953  

28-8 

26-8 

1954  

37-3 

25-5 

1955  

28-8 

24-9 

1956  

28-24 

23-8 

1957  

26-55 

23-1 

1958  

31-36 

22-6 

1959  

35-18 

22-0 

1960  

32-58 

21-9 

1961  

33-12 

21-6 

1962  

28-09 

21-6 

1963  

34-56 

20.9 

1964  

27-31 

20-0 

1965  

19-42 

19-0 

1966  

22  05 

19-0 

1967  

20-91 

18-3 

A tabular  statement  of  the  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the  age 
of  one  year  is  given  on  page  79. 

Deaths  of  Children  aged  1 — 5 years. — There  were  two  deaths  of 
children  aged  1 to  5 years  and  five  in  1966.  One  child  died  following  a 
motor  vehicle  accident  and  the  other  of  a malignant  neoplasm. 

Maternal  Mortality. — No  maternal  deaths  were  reported  during  the 

year. 


Inquests. — Inquests  were  held  on  37  deaths. 
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Section  V 

SERVICES  PROVIDED  UNDER  PART  lU 

OF  THE 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Notification  of  Births 

The  number  of  births  notified  under  Section  203  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  was  728  live  births  and  4 stillbirths.  Of  these,  283  live  births 
related  to  residents  outside  the  Borough.  The  births  to  Bootle  mothers, 
therefore,  numbered  445  live  births  and  4 stillbirths,  of  which  domiciliary 
births  numbered  170  live  and  3 stillbirths  and  hospital  births  numbered 
275  live  births,  and  1 stillbirth. 

In  addition,  there  were  942  live  births,  and  34  stillbirths  to  Bootle 
mothers  notified  from  hospitals  outside  the  Borough. 


Care  of  Premature  Infants 

Notification  is  made  in  cases  where  the  birth  weight  is  5|  lbs.  or  less. 
In  the  case  of  domiciliary  confinements  every  effort  is  made  to  secure  a 
separate  bedroom  for  mother  and  infant,  and  to  provide  a draught-proof 
cot  with  detachable  lining,  suitable  bedding,  hot  water  bottles  and  special 
feeding  bottles;  if  any  of  the  latter  requirements  are  not  available  they  can 
be  provided  on  loan  from  the  Health  Department. 

In  every  case  of  premature  birth  occurring  at  home,  close  liaison  is 
observed  between  the  midwifery  staff  and  the  health  visitors.  Special 
reference  is  made  by  the  hospital  authorities  to  the  midwifery  service  when 
premature  babies  are  discharged  from  hospital.  Information  is  given  as  to 
the  child’s  general  condition  and  methods  of  feeding,  special  attention 
being  paid  to  these  cases  by  the  Staff.  Before  the  midwife  relinquishes 
responsibility,  arrangements  are  made  for  the  health  visitor  for  the 
district  to  take  over  early  supervision. 

The  following  notifications  of  premature  live  births  to  mothers 
ordinarily  resident  in  the  Borough  were  received: — 

Hospital  (including  Bootle  Maternity  Home) 113 

Home  and  Private  Nursing  Home  8 


121 
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Public  Health  {Ophthalmia  Neonatorum)  Regulations,  1926  to  1937 

There  was  no  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified  during  the  year. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Four  Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  held  each  week.  During  the  year 
217  new  cases  attended,  corresponding  to  1 5.02  per  cent  of  the  total  live  and 
stillbirths;  in  addition,  65  cases  carried  over  from  the  preceding  year  con- 
tinued under  supervision,  and  a total  of  1,165  attendances  were  made. 
It  should  be  noted  that  Bootle  patients  intending  to  enter  Walton  Hospital 
for  confinement  usually  attend  the  Ante-Natal  clinic  held  at  that  Hospital. 

Relaxation  and  Mothercraft  Clinic 

This  is  a combined  effort  on  the  part  of  the  midwife  and  the  health 
visitor.  Both  demonstrate  and  supervise  the  exercises.  Each  gives  talks 
on  the  subjects  related  to  their  individual  field  of  work.  The  talks  are 
simple  and  are  given  in  a relaxed  atmosphere,  usually  over  a cup  of  tea. 

In  her  talks  the  midwife  deals  with  the  development  of  the  foetus;  the 
process  of  labour;  bathing  the  baby;  diet  during  pregnancy;  and  the 
layette.  The  health  visitor  on  the  other  hand  deals  with  infant  feeding; 
normal  infant  development;  immunisation;  and  positive  health. 

During  the  year,  40  patients  made  189  attendances  at  47  Relaxation 
Classes. 

Post-Natal  Clinics 

During  the  year  3 mothers  attended  for  post-natal  examination,  but 
it  is  not  known  how  many  mothers  attended  their  own  general  practi- 
tioners for  this  examination. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Eight  infant  clinic  sessions  were  conducted  weekly. 

Phenylketonuria 

This  disease,  due  to  a congenital  inability  of  the  baby  to  deal  with 
certain  compounds  found  in  many  foods,  including  milk,  leads  to  mental 
subnormality,  and  the  only  hope  of  arresting  the  disease  is  by  its  early 
recognition  and  appropriate  dieting. 

Since  October,  1960,  using  the  Phenistix  method,  health  visitors  have 
been  testing  the  urines  of  babies  between  the  tenth  and  fourteenth  day, 
and  again  between  the  fourth  and  sixth  week.  During  the  year  1,142 
of  these  tests  were  carried  out. 

In  March,  1964,  in  an  attempt  to  obtain  information  which  may  lead 
to  a more. reliable  form  of  test  for  phenylketonuria,  the  Guthrie  Method 
of  detection  was  introduced.  The  work,  scheduled  to  run  for  12  months 
on  a trial  basis,  was  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  Alder  Hey  Hospital 
where  the  urine  test  was  undertaken.  The  scheme,  having  proved  its 
value  during  the  trial  period,  continues  to  be  operated  and  during  the  year 
the  urines  of  1,063  babies  were  tested  by  the  Guthrie  Method. 

No  case  of  phenylketonuria  was  diagnosed  during  the  year. 
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Children  at  Risk 

During  the  year  32  children  with  congenital  defects  apparent  at 
birth  were  notified.  Eleven  of  these  were  stillbirths  and  of  the  remainder 
5 died  (2  within  1 day,  1 within  2 days,  1 within  3 days,  and  the  other 
lived  2 weeks). 

The  findings  are  summarised  in  the  table  below. 


Defect 

Number 

Affected 

Deaths 

Stillbirths 

Central  Nervous  System 

18 

4 

10 

Heart  and  Great  Vessels 

— 

— 

— 

Limbs  

6 

— 

— 

Chromosomol  Syndromes 

2 

— 

1 

Alimentary  System  

— 

— 

— 

Uro-genital  System  

1 

— 

— 

Other  Systems  

5 

1 

— 

Eye  and  Ear  

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

32 

5 

11 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 


New  Cases 

Total  Attendances 

Born 

1967 

Born 

1962 

to 

1966 

Totals 

Born 

1967 

Born 

1962 

to 

1966 

Totals 

No. 

of 

Ses- 

sions 

Average 

Attend- 

ance 

per 

Session 

Health  Centre — 

Monday 

95 

20 

115 

498 

446 

944 

48 

19-66 

Wednesday  

113 

61 

174 

696 

832 

1528 

52 

26-38 

Thursday  

131 

36 

167 

687 

648 

1335 

52 

25-75 

School  Medical  Offices — 

Tuesday  

127 

32 

159 

786 

742 

1528 

51 

29-96 

Thursday  

111 

38 

149 

612 

730 

1342 

52 

25-81 

Glovers  Lane 

Tuesday  

136 

49 

185 

667 

823 

1490 

52 

28-65 

Wednesday  

88 

38 

126 

592 

714 

1306 

52 

25-11 

Simons  Croft — 

Friday  

33 

13 

46 

308 

332 

640 

50 

12-80 

TOTALS 

834 

287 

1121 

4846 

5267 

10113 

409 

24-7 

Supply  of  Welfare  Foods 

Distribution  centres  were  as  follows: 

Health  Centre,  Knowsley  Road. 

School  Medical  Offices.  Balliol  Road. 

Group  Medical  Centre,  Simon’s  Croft,  Ford. 

Temporary  Clinic,  Glover’s  Lane, 

Central  Office,  8 Trinity  Road.  To  June,  1967. 

Balliol  House,  Stanley  Precinct,  Balliol  Road. 

From  June,  1967. 


Total  issues  during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 


National  Dried  Milk 
(Tins) 

Orange  Juice 
(Bottles) 

Cod  Liver  Oil 
(Bottles) 

Vitamin  Tablets 
(Packets) 

11335 

7245 

1002 

1042 
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Problem  Families 

A problem  family  may  be  defined  as  a family  which,  through  physical^ 
social,  mental  or  emotional  inadequacy  is  unable  to  benefit  from  the 
facilities  currently  available  to  all  in  the  Welfare  State  in  which  we  live. 
These  families  are  unable  to  conform  to  the  accepted  patterns  of  our 
society,  taking  more  from  it  than  they  contribute.  They  persistently 
fail  to  gain  from  the  help  and  advice  available  to  them  from  a multi- 
plicity of  social  agencies,  both  statutory  and  voluntary. 

In  order  to  co-ordinate  the  care  and  assistance  given  to  problem 
families  in  the  Borough  a team  of  officers,  below  chief  officer  level,  meet 
at  approximately  monthly  intervals  in  Committee  under  the  Chairman- 
ship of  the  Assistant  Town  Clerk.  The  Committee  is  known  as  the  Health 
and  Ancillary  Services  Staffs  Co-ordinating  Committee.  The  Superin- 
tendent health  visitor  and  a mental  welfare  officer  represent  the  Health 
Department  on  the  Committee  which  also  has  representatives  from  the 
Welfare,  Housing,  Education  and  Children’s  Departments  liaising  with 
members  from  the  Probation  Service,  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  the  M.S.S.  and 
other  similar  bodies. 


Problem  families  continue  to  be  visited  and  supervised  by  the  health 
visitor  on  whose  district  they  reside.  A register  of  families  is  kept.  The 
number  and  type  of  case  supported  during  the  year  may  be  summarised 
as  follows: — 


Bad  management 

Domestic  difficulties  and  housing 

Marital  disharmony  

Instability  in  one  or  both  parents 
Neglect  and  neglect  with  intemperance 

Desertion 

Illness  and  inability  to  cope 
Illegitimacy  and  infidelity 


8 

12 

4 

10 

10 

4 

5 
2 


55 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  the  cases  were  reviewed  and  the  following 
table  summarises  the  position: — 

Improved  and  removed  from  register 9 

Some  improvement  but  still  under  supervision...  11 

Children  taken  into  care 5 

Families  removed  from  district 2 

No  change 28 

55 

In  many  cases  the  Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service  render  material 
assistance. 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children 

Fifty-five  cases  were  dealt  with;  these  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  from  the  following  sources:  — 

Hospitals 38 

Health  Visitors  16 

Midwives 1 

55 


Twelve  unmarried  expectant  mothers  were  admitted  to  Homes  of 
the  Moral  Welfare  Agencies  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation.  Four 
unmarried  mothers  subsequently  married.  One  of  the  children  died, 
and  the  placement  of  the  remaining  infants  was  as  follows:  — 


Remained  with  Mother  ... 

Legal  Adoption  

Removed  from  District  ... 
Mother  since  married 


35 

6 

9 

4 


The  Liverpool  Child  Welfare  Association 

This  voluntary  society  was  established  originally  to  aid  crippled 
children  but  gradually  the  scope  of  their  work  was  extended  to  the 
provision  of  clothing,  fireguards  and  convalescent  treatment.  A social 
worker  from  the  Association  has  attended  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  since 
1908,  making  arrangement  for  the  supply  and  fitting  of  orthopaedic 
appliances. 

The  Association  had  to  terminate  its  service  to  the  Borough  during 
the  year  owing  to  staff  difficulties,  and  tribute  must  be  paid  to  its 
members  for  the  many  years  of  invaluable  service  they  have  given  to 
the  children  of  Bootle. 

The  Association  staff  made  412  home  visits  and  conducted  661 
interviews  at  the  Clinic.  The  number  of  new  cases  during  the  year 
was  31.  In  addition,  holidays  were  arranged  for  3 girls  and  12  boys 
(average  stay  one  week). 


22 


Municipal  Midwifery  Service 

Staff 

The  establishment  provides  for  a non-medical  Supervisor  and  four- 
teen midwives.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Supervisor  and  10  midwives 
were  on  the  staff. 

The  establishment  also  provides  for  five  part  time  midwives  with 
duties  in  connection  with  the  nursing  of  early  hospital  discharges.  None 
of  these  posts  was  filled  during  the  year. 

Notification  of  Intention  to  Practise 

Twenty-four  midwives  gave  notice  during  the  year  of  their  intention  to 
practise  midwifery  in  the  Borough;  11  of  these  were  municipal  midwives, 
and  13  were  midwives  in  the  Bootle  Maternity  Home. 


Cases  attended  by  Municipal  Midwives 

Confinements  attended 173 

Home  visits  (ante-natal) 3,937 

„ „ (puerperium)  2,422 


In  addition,  the  midwives  made  5,372  home  visits  to  cases  discharged 
from  hospital  or  maternity  home  before  the  tenth  day  as  follows: — 


Walton  Hospital 

Patients 
discharged 
...  711 

Visits  paid 
by  midwives 
3,858 

Bootle  Maternity  Home 

77 

377 

Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital 

...  130 

646 

Mill  Road  Maternity  Hospital 

50 

285 

Ormskirk  Hospital 

18 

77 

Others  

21 

129 

1,007 

5,372 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

The  municipal  midwives  hold  ante-natal  clinics  at  Simon’s  Croft, 
Glovers  Lane,  the  Health  Centre,  Knowsley  Road,  and  the  School 
Medical  Clinic,  Balliol  Road. 

Of  the  total  of  1,425  notified  live  and  still  births  to  Bootle  mothers 
the  municipal  midwives  attended  173  and  the  remaining  births  took  place 
in  the  following  institutions: — 


Walton  Hospital 

...  670 

Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital 

...  164 

Bootle  Maternity  Home  

...  276 

Other  Hospitals 

...  142 

(These  figures  include  38  still  births) 

...  1,252 
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Patients  engage  the  services  of  the  midwife  nearest  to  their  own 
homes,  and  the  midwife  is  responsible  for  their  ante-natal  care  from  the 
date  of  booking. 

It  is  the  practice  where  possible  for  a midwife  to  accompany  all 
cases  of  haemorrhage  associated  with  pregnancy  to  hospital  in  the 
ambulance.  These  cases  include  early  bleedings  in  pregnancy  (abor- 
tions), ante  and  post-partum  haemorrhages.  In  addition,  ambulance 
emergency  (999)  calls  where  the  patient  is  pregnant  and  has  not  been 
seen  by  a doctor  are  accompanied.  During  the  year  248  patients  were 
accompanied  to  hospital  by  a municipal  midwife.  In  addition,  a midwife 
accompanies  patients  discharged  home  from  hospital  before  the  fifth  day 
following  confinement. 


Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 

All  the  municipal  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer  gas-air 
analgesia;  ten  sets  of  apparatus  are  in  use,  three  of  which  are  kept  at  the 
Ambulance  Station  and  conveyed  by  ambulance  to  the  patient’s  home 
when  required.  The  remaining  seven  sets  are  kept  at  the  homes  of  mid- 
wives who  use  cars  on  duty. 

During  the  year,  gas-air  analgesia  was  given  in  165  cases;  Pethilorfan 
was  administered  in  96  cases. 


Medical  Aid 

The  services  of  medical  practitioners  were  requested  in  47  domiciliary 
maternity  cases  during  the  year.  In  all  cases  the  medical  practitioners 
had  arranged  to  provide  the  patient  with  maternity  medical  services 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 


Transport 

The  Non-Medical  Supervisor  and  eight  Midwives  receive  a car 
allowance  based  on  mileage.  Municipal  midwives  using  a cycle  receive  a 
travelling  allowance  of  13s.  Od.  per  month,  or  40s.  Od.  per  month  if  they 
use  a motor  scooter  when  on  duty.  During  the  night,  if  public  service 
vehicles  are  not  available,  transport  is  provided  from  the  Ambulance 
Depot. 


Training  of  Part  II  Pupil  Midwives 

During  1964  consultative  meetings  were  held  at  Walton  Hospital 
between  representatives  of  the  North  Liverpool  Hospital  Management 
Committee  and  representatives  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  and 
the  Bootle  County  Borough  Council. 

As  a result  of  these  meetings  the  first  training  course  with  pupil 
midwives  from  Walton  Hospital  commenced  early  in  March,  1965, 
domiciliary  training  in  the  Crosby  District  and  in  the  County  Borough  of 
Bootle  commencing  on  1st  June,  1965.  Pupils  on  the  second  and  third 
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courses  commenced  their  domiciliary  training  on  the  1st  September, 
1965,  and  1st  December,  1965  respectively.  Four  students  from  Bootle  and 
two  from  Crosby  attended  each  course.  Courses  four  to  seven  were  held 
during  1966. 

During  1967  four  further  courses  were  run,  domiciliary  training 
commencing  on  the  first  days  of  March,  June,  September  and  December, 
and  16  pupils  from  Bootle  and  8 pupils  from  Crosby  attended. 

The  pupil  midwives  work  under  the  supervision  of  their  teaching 
district  midwives  and  tutorials  and  practical  teaching  is  given  by  the 
hospital  Tutor  and  the  Non-medical  Supervisor.  During  1967,  7 midwives 
worked  as  approved  teachers.  Lectures  on  epidemiology,  infectious 
diseases,  maternal  and  infant  welfare,  and  local  and  central  government 
administration  are  given  by  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  the  Chief  Welfare  Officer,  the  Children’s 
Officer  and  myself. 

During  the  year  24  pupils  commenced  the  course  and  24  qualified 
as  mid  wives. 


Obstetric  Training 

Student  nurses  undergoing  obstetric  training  at  Walton  Hospital 
visit  the  domiciliary  service  and  spend  a day  on  the  district.  During  the 
year  48  students  spent  a morning  visiting  with  the  midwife  and  attended 
a clinic  in  the  afternoon. 


Health  Visiting  Service 

Home  Visitation 

The  staff  paid  17,986  home  visits,  including  6,907  visits  to  infants 
under  one  year,  and  9,792  visits  to  children  aged  from  one  to  four  years. 


Home  Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers 

The  health  visitors  paid  206  home  visits  to  expectant  mothers  to 
advise  them  on  general  and  personal  hygiene,  with  a view  to  promoting 
normal  childbirth. 


Liaison  Arrangements 

At  the  request  of  the  Hospital  Authorities,  the  health  visitors  make 
domiciliary  visits  to  ascertain  the  environmental  conditions  of  geriatric 
patients  who  are  on  the  waiting  list  for  admission,  and  these  reports  are 
supplied  to  the  Hospital  Authorities.  No  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  health  visitors  to  work  with  particular  medical  practitioners  or 
groups  of  practitioners,  but  close  liaison  exists  and  specific  cases  are 
referred  to  the  health  visitor  by  the  general  practitioner.  The  health 
visitors  also  follow  up  cases  discharged  from  hospital  when  requested. 
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Staff 

The  establishment  provides  for  one  Superintendent  health  visitor 
and  thirteen  full-time  health  visitors.  At  the  end  of  the  year  five  full- 
time and  three  part-time  health  visitors  were  in  post.  In  addition,  one 
assistant  to  the  health  visitors  and  two  part-time  clinic  nurses  were 
employed. 

Because  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  health  visitors,  the  Committee 
in  November,  1948,  approved  of  a scheme  for  the  engagement  of  student 
health  visitors  who  would  attend  a whole-time  course  of  training  at  the 
Liverpool  University  School  of  Hygiene  and  would  receive  during  the  first 
year  three-quarters  of  the  minimum  salary  of  a health  visitor.  After  the 
period  of  training  they  would  then  return  to  the  service  of  the  Authority 
for  the  remainder  of  the  twelve  months,  and  if  successful  in  obtaining  the 
Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  would,  if  required,  give  a further  twelve 
months’  service  to  the  Authority.  The  Committee  pay  the  course  fees, 
and  the  examination  fee.  One  student  took  the  examination  in  Septem- 
ber but  was  required  to  re-sit  it  in  March,  1968. 

District  Nursing  Service 

Premises 

The  District  Nursing  Service  Headquarters  was  situated  at  23  St. 
Albans  Road,  until  September,  1967,  when  the  administrative  control 
was  transferred  to  the  Health  Department  Offices  in  Balliol  House. 

Staff 

All  the  staff  were  non-resident.  The  establishment  provides  for  a 
Superintendent  and  fifteen  district  nurses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
staff  consisted  of  the  Superintendent  (who  is  a Oueen’s  Nurse),  3 full- 
time and  1 part-time  Oueen’s  Nurses,  6 full-time  State  Registered  Nurses, 
5 full-time  State  Enrolled  Nurses,  and  1 part-time  State  Enrolled  Nurse. 

Training 

The  Council  have  adopted  a scheme  for  sponsoring  the  training  of 
district  nurses  by  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing,  each  trainee 
nominated  by  the  Authority  to  be  required  to  give  twelve  months’  service 
with  the  Council  as  district  nurse  after  completing  training. 

During  the  year  one  nurse  successfully  completed  her  Queen’s 
Training  and  four  nurses  attended  one  day  Refresher  Courses  at  Preston. 

Transport 

Six  nurses  have  been  granted  a car  allowance.  If  the  nurse  prefers 
to  use  a cycle,  a cycle  allowance  of  13s.  per  month  is  granted  by  the 
Council. 

Visits 

The  District  Nursing  Service  provides  nursing  for  any  patient 
requiring  care  at  home.  During  the  year  31,130  visits  were  paid  to 
1,088  patients,  including  260  cases  carried  over  from  1966. 
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Sick  Children 

No  special  provision  is  made  for  the  home  nursing  of  sick  children 
but  41  (or  3-8%)  of  the  patients  dealt  with  were  children  under  the  age  of 
five  years.  These  children  require  mostly  dressings  after  minor  operations, 
burns  and  scalds,  nursing  care  during  an  attack  of  bronchitis,  and  peni- 
cillin injections  for  chest  conditions  or  otitis  media. 


Enuresis 

The  treatment  of  enuresis  by  means  of  the  Pad  and  Alarm  Bell 
Apparatus  is  supervised  in  the  home  by  the  district  nurse.  Cases  are 
referred  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  or  the  family  doctor,  and  a total 
of  usually  six  visits  is  made  by  the  district  nurse  to  explain  the  use  of  the 
apparatus  and  ensure  it  is  being  used  properly.  The  co-operation  of  the 
parent  is  essential,  and  they  must  be  prepared  to  get  up  themselves  when 
the  bell  rings  to  supervise  the  child  and  to  reset  the  alarm.  During  the 
year,  six  outfits  were  in  use  and  the  details  of  the  44  cases  treated  are 
shown  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  for 
this  year. 


General  Nursing  Care 

As  in  previous  years,  a large  number  of  the  patients  attended  have 
been  elderly  patients  requiring  general  nursing  care.  Of  the  1,088  patients 
dealt  with  during  the  year  523,  or  48. 1 % were  over  65  years  of  age. The  number 
of  elderly  patients  nursed  in  the  previous  year  was  468,  or  47.9%  of  all 
patients.  The  elderly  bed-fast  patient,  the  arthritic,  or  the  patient  re- 
covering from  a cerebral  catastrophy  requires  a prolonged  course  of 
general  nursing  and  rehabilitation  and  this  is  work  which  is  very  demand- 
ing on  the  time  of  the  trained  nurse.  Valuable  help  continues  to  be  given  in 
bed-bathing  and  general  nursing  care  of  patients  by  members  of  the 
West  Lancashire  Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  This  voluntary 
assistance  is  much  appreciated  by  the  district  nurse  and  I should  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  those  members  of  the 
West  Lancashire  Branch  of  the  Service  who  have  assisted  the  District 
Nursing  Service  during  the  year. 


Sick-room  Equipment 

In  many  instances  effective  nursing  requires  the  use  of  suitable  sick- 
room equipment.  Not  only  does  it  assist  in  the  comfort  of  the  patient  but 
it  allows  many  patients  to  be  nursed  at  home  who  might  otherwise  need 
admission  to  hospital.  Items  of  sick-room  equipment  are  available  on 
loan  to  patients  through  the  District  Nursing  Service. 


Supply  of  Incontinence  Pads 

The  scheme  whereby  incontinence  pads  are  issued  free  to  patients 
requiring  them  was  extended  during  the  year  to  include  ambulant 
incontinent  patients.  Sixty-two  (12  more  than  last  year)  were  supplied. 
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An  allowance  of  fourteen  pads  per  patient  per  week  is  made  free 
of  cost  but  any  in  excess  of  this  may  be  obtained  on  payment  at  the  cost 
price.  No  requests  were  made  during  the  year  for  incontinence  pads  in 
excess  of  the  free  issue.  No  difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  the 
disposal  of  soiled  pads. 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Vaccination — Smallpox 

During  the  year  vaccination  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  general 
practitioners  and  by  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  medical  staff.  The 
numbers  dealt  with  were  as  follows: — 


Primary  Re-vaccination  Total 

By  general  practitioners  169  34  203 

By  local  health  authority’s  staff  ...  367  96  463 

The  number  of  children  under  one  year  vaccinated  was  59  (53  by 
general  practitioners  and  6 by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Department), 
This  represents  4.25  per  cent  of  the  live  births  during  the  year. 


Immunisation — Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  is 
offered  in  infancy  using  the  triple  vaccine,  three  injections  at  monthly 
intervals  forming  a primary  course. 

Parents  are  advised  that  immunisation  can  be  carried  out  either  by 
their  own  doctor  or  by  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  medical  staff,  and 
immunisation  is  offered  at  all  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

During  the  year  a total  of  880  children  completed  a primary  course 
of  injections  (848  under  5 years,  and  32  aged  5 — 14  inclusive).  This 
compares  with  1,490  children  immunised  in  1966.  A reinforcing 
injection  was  given  to  749  previously  immunised  children  and  this 
compared  with  537  during  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised  with 
triple  vaccine  during  the  year:  — 


BORN  IN  YEAR 


No.  of  children  who  completed 
a full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  during  the  year 

1967 

1964/66 

1960/63 

1951/62 

Totals 

317 

531 

31 

1 

880 

No.  of  children  who  received 
a secondary  (ireinforcing)  injec- 
tion   

— 

11 

734 

4 

749 
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Vaccination — Poliomyelitis 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Complete  primary  course  1,131 

Booster  Doses  729 


Ambulance  Service 

Administration 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Staff 

The  staff  of  the  Service  consists  of: — 

1 Ambulance  Supervisor 
1 Telephonist 
4 Section  Leaders 
21  Driver/ Attendants 

In  August,  1967,  the  establishment  increased  by  four  Driver/ 
Attendants.  This  action  was  taken  to  man  the  Ambulance  Station 
telephone  on  a 24  hour  basis  to  relieve  the  Police  of  the  duty  of  answer- 
ing emergency  ambulance  calls  when  all  ambulance  personnel  were  out 
of  the  Station;  and  accept  calls  for  the  Midwifery  and  District  Nursing 
Services  outside  office  hours. 


Mutual  Aid 

Arrangements  with  the  Lancashire  County  Council  and  the  Liverpool 
City  Council  for  mutual  aid  in  cases  of  emergency  have  been  continued. 


Vehicles 

Vehicles  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  comprised,  one  Austin  12- 
seater  omnicoach,  two  Austin  sitting  case  ambulances,  one  Morris  and 
four  Austin  ambulances.  These  latter  include  a vehicle  which  came 
into  service  in  September,  embodying  many  improvements  in  the  way  of 
ambulance  equipment.  Total  vehicle  milage  for  the  year  was  109,175 
miles,  a decrease  of  3,334  miles  on  the  previous  year. 

At  the  end  of  1967  the  ages  of  the  vehicles  were  as  follows: — 


Age  of  Vehicle  in  Years 


Under 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3^ 

4-5 

5-6 

6-7 

7-8 

8-9 

9-10 

Over 

10 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

1 
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Radio  Telephone  Equipment 

All  vehicles  with  the  exception  of  the  omnicoach  are  fitted  with 
mobile  two  way  radio  units  and  are  controlled  from  the  fixed  base  station 
at  the  Ambulance  Headquarters,  Markfield  Road. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  calls  dealt  with  was  as  follows: — 

Day  Night 

7 a.m. — 11  p.m.  11  p.m. — 7 a.m. 


Hospital  Transfers  

8,285 

144 

Accidents  (a)  Docks 

302 

22 

(b)  Industrial 

154 

17 

(c)  Road  Traffic 
Accidents 

218 

36 

(d)  Others  ... 

1.470 

369 

Sickness  ...  

2,026 

207 

Maternity  

489 

303 

Mental  Health 

391 

3 

Removals  for  other  Local 
Authorities 

84 

15 

Other  calls  including  abortive 
calls  

465 

125 

13,884 

1,241 

In  1966  the  comparative  figures  were  12,682  day  calls  and  1,278  night 
calls. 

The  number  of  journeys  made  by  patients  during  the  year  was  28,214 
as  against  30,610  in  1966.  Of  this  number,  2,550  patient  journeys  were 
made  transporting  mentally  handicapped  persons  to  and  from  St.  Luke’s 
Junior  Training  Centre. 


Prevention  of  Illness  (Care  and  After-Care) 

Tuberculosis 

The  Health  Committee  has  appointed  a Care-Sub-Committee  to 
deal  with  the  special  problems  of  tuberculosis  patients  in  the  home. 
Assistance  is  given  in  providing  nursing  requisites,  sputum  flasks,  etc. 
Where  the  housing  accommodation  is  overcrowded  or  unsuitable, 
representations  are  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Housing 
Committee  so  that  priority  can  be  given  to  such  cases. 

Two  tuberculosis  visitors  are  employed,  and  during  the  year  they 
made  1,831  visits  to  the  homes  of  tuberculosis  patients. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  Authority  to  carry  out  B.C.G.  testing  and 
immunisation  of  children  aged  13  years  and  over.  This  work  is  carried 
out  in  the  schools  and  is  reported  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Principal 
School  Medical  Officer  for  the  year. 
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Cervical  Cytology 

Prevention  of  Cancer  of  the  Cervix 

Cancer  of  the  cervix  can  be  detected  by  a simple  smear  test,  and 
if  it  is  found  at  an  early  stage,  a minor  operation  can  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  disease. 

A Clinic  has  been  held  weekly  since  13th  January,  1967,  at  the 
School  Medical  Offices,  Balliol  Road,  when  a woman  medical  officer 
has  been  in  attendance,  and  all  women  over  the  age  of  35  years  are 
eligible  for  the  test. 

The  cervical  smear  is  examined  by  a Pathologist  at  Walton  Hospital 
and  copies  of  all  results  are  forwarded  to  the  general  practitioners. 

The  response  has  been  fair,  but  many  more  women  in  the  Borough 
should  avail  themselves  of  this  service.  There  were  49  clinic  sessions 
held  during  1967,  at  which  245  examinations  were  made.  Of  these, 
22  were  re-examinations  at  the  request  of  the  Pathologist,  and  2 cases 
were  found  to  be  positive. 

Mental  Illness  or  Defectiveness 

The  staff  establishment  was  as  in  the  previous  year.  Three  whole- 
time mental  welfare  officers  are  engaged,  together  with  a part-time 
mental  welfare  assistant. 

Statistics  relating  to  visits  paid  by  these  officers  are  given  in  the  Mental 
Health  Service  section  of  this  report. 


Provision  of  Sick-room  Equipment 

Articles  of  sick-room  equipment  are  issued  on  loan.  A deposit  is 
requested  and  is  refunded  when  the  articles  are  returned  in  good  condition. 
Requests  for  the  equipment  should  be  made  to  the  District  Nursing 
Superintendent  at  the  Health  Department,  Balliol  House,  Stanley 
Precinct. 


Convalescence 

In  accordance  with  Section  28,  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  convalescence  not  involving  medical  treatment  is  arranged  for 
patients  recommended  by  general  practitioners.  A period  of  convalescence 
was  approved  by  the  Health  Committee  for  2 adults  during  the  year. 

Chiropody  Service 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  in  Circular  11/59  Local 
Health  Authorities  were  empowered  to  establish  a chiropody  service 
under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

The  service  commenced  at  the  Health  Centre,  Knowsley  Road  in 
September,  1960.  A part-time  Chiropodist  was  engaged  for  two  sessions 
per  week  and  this  arrangement  continued  until  April,  1965,  when  a further 
weekly  session  was  commenced. 
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During  1967,  197  sessions  were  worked  and  1,228  treatments  given. 

A charge  of  2s.  6d.  is  made  for  treating  two  feet,  and  Is,  6d.  for  one 
foot.  No  charge  is  made  to  patients  receiving  Ministry  of  Social  Security 
benefits. 

Where  patients  are  unable  to  attend  the  clinic  because  of  difficulty 
in  walking,  they  are  conveyed  by  ambulance. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  288  persons  were  on  the  register  (276  old  age 
pensioners,  10  handicapped  persons  and  2 expectant  mothers.) 

Provision  is  made  for  domiciliary  visits  where  necessary,  and  601 
domiciliary  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  The  number  of  patients  on 
the  domiciliary  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  93. 

Fluoridation  of  Water  Supply 

No  progress  in  the  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  can  be  reported 
during  the  year.  The  Bootle  Council  in  1965  reaffirmed  its  1963 
resolution  in  favour  of  adding  fluoride  to  the  water  supply.  The  County 
Borough  of  Bootle,  however,  receives  its  water  supply  from  the  City  of 
Liverpool  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  City  Council  has  not  yet  been 
able  to  show  favour  for  a Scheme  to  add  fluoride  to  the  water  supply. 
Such  a scheme,  if  implemented,  would  prevent  a considerable  amount  of 
tooth  decay  in  children  and  thus  release  pressure  on  the  School  Dental 
Service. 

Health  Education 

The  services  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  and  the 
Chest  and  Heart  Association  continued  during  the  year.  Posters  and 
leaflets  issued  by  these  associations,  together  with  those  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  have  been  utilised  on  the  notice  boards  of  Corpora- 
tion offices  which  the  public  visit  to  make  inquiries,  and  in  infant  welfare 
clinics  and  school  clinics  where  personal  advice  associated  with  or 
relating  to  the  poster  was  given  to  mothers  and  children  attending  there. 

A portable  display  on  Home  Safety  based  on  material  issued  by  the 
Central  Council  of  Health  Education  was  constructed  by  the  trainees  of 
the  Adult  Training  Centre,  and  this  was  made  available  to  Schools  during 
the  year.  Three  schools  accepted  the  display  together  with  leaflets  and 
posters  which  the  teachers  found  most  helpful  in  teaching  practice. 
Organised  talks  to  groups  of  mothers  on  various  aspects  of  health  and 
to  groups  of  school  children  on  personal  hygiene  have  been  conducted 
on  request  throughout  the  year  by  the  medical  and  health  visiting  staffs. 
In  addition,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Merseyside  Cancer  Education 
Committee  a discussion  on  the  adverse  effects  of  smoking  took  place  at 
St.  Catherine’s  Secondary  Modern  School.  Two  films  were  shown: 
“ From  One  Cell  ” and  “ Smoking  and  You  ”.  A similar  programme 
was  arranged  for  the  Army  Cadet  Force. 

Following  numerous  requests  from  Secondary  School  girls  studying 
C.S.E.  subjects,  one  of  them  being  Health  Education,  two  conferences 
were  arranged  at  which  the  work  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  and 
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School  Medical  Services  was  explained  and  topics  relating  to  food 
hygiene,  chest  diseases  and  clean  air  were  discussed. 

As  a preliminary  to  Mental  Health  Week  a meeting  of  Careers 
Teachers  was  held  at  the  Adult  Training  Centre,  and  following  the 
showing  of  the  film  “ Stress  ”,  Mr.  Bland,  the  headmaster  of  Brockhall 
Special  School,  addressed  the  group.  During  Mental  Health  Week 
many  of  the  Secondary  Schools  had  special  displays  relating  to  careers 
in  Mental  Health  at  which  the  assistance  of  the  Careers  Teachers  in 
answering  pupils’  questions  proved  invaluable.  It  is  difficult  to  assess 
the  amount  of  health  education  carried  out  on  a personal  basis  between 
health  visitor,  district  nurse  or  midwife  and  patient,  but  it  is  felt  to  be 
the  most  useful  form. 

No  organised  health  education  talks  on  the  subject  of  venereal 
disease  were  given  during  the  year. 


C.S.E.  Projects 

The  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  Course  started  last  year  at  the 
Countess  of  Derby  School,  for  the  fifteen-year-old  school  leavers, 
continued  during  the  year. 

Fifteen  students  enrolled  for  the  course  and  were  tutored  by  Mrs. 
M.  Kewley,  health  visitor.  The  girls  received  instruction  on  ante-natal 
care,  care  of  the  mother  and  young  baby,  the  toddler  and  the  pre-school 
child.  During  the  course  the  students  paid  visits  to  Ante-natal  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Borough. 

All  fifteen  students  completed  the  course  and  fourteen  passed  the 
C.S.E.  examination. 


Merseyside  Cancer  Education  Committee 

At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Committee  in  November, 
1966,  I accepted  the  Convening  Secretaryship  of  the  Committee  for  the 
period  of  three  years  from  1966 — 1969.  The  Town  Clerk  and  Borough 
Treasurer  of  Bootle  agreed  to  act  as  legal  adviser  and  treasurer  to  the 
Committee  for  the  same  period.  The  area  of  operation  of  this  Com- 
mittee covers  the  County  of  Flintshire,  part  of  the  County  of  Cheshire, 
part  of  the  County  of  Lancashire,  the  City  of  Liverpool,  the  City  and 
County  of  the  City  of  Chester,  and  the  County  Boroughs  of  Birkenhead, 
Bootle,  St.  Helens,  Wallasey  and  Warrington.  The  objects  of  the 
Committee  are  to  explore  and  develop  methods  of  improving  the  know- 
ledge of  the  public  within  the  areas  of  the  constituent  authorities 
regarding  cancer,  and  to  this  end  to  present  to  the  public  by  such  means 
as  may  be  deemed  appropriate,  authentic  and  official  information  on 
cancer,  its  possible  causes  and  means  of  prevention,  and  facilities  avail- 
able to  obtain  early  diagnosis  of  the  condition.  The  Committee  employs 
an  administrator,  Mrs.  Patricia  Hobbs,  and  a shorthand  typist,  Mrs.  C. 
Harvey.  A panel  of  speakers  gives  talks  on  cancer  to  any  organisation 
or  group  within  the  area  of  operation  of  the  Committee  who  request  a 
speaker  at  their  meeting. 
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During  1967  the  programme  range  for  adult  groups  included  an 
illustrated  talk  on  “ Hopeful  Facts  about  Cancer  an  illustrated  talk 
on  “The  New  Cancer  Prevention  Tests  for  Women”;  a talk  with  colour 
slides  on  breast  self-examination,  and  two  films  “ Smoking  and  You  ” 
and  “ The  Million  Club  For  young  people,  whether  in  youth  clubs, 
senior  schools.  Colleges  of  Further  Education,  apprentice  schemes  or 
induction  courses,  a special  programme  was  devised.  The  approach  to 
cancer  is  from  the  scientific  and  biological  viewpoint  rather  than  from 
the  illness,  and  a biology  teaching  film  “ From  One  Cell  ” is  shown. 
The  film  “ Smoking  and  You”  is  also  shown  to  young  people.  During 
the  year  the  Committee  produced  a further  leaflet  on  cervical  cytology 
“ Mary  Makes  up  Her  Mind  ”,  and  a breast  self-examination  teaching 
kit  consisting  of  a film  strip  and  a set  of  teaching  notes. 


Mental  Health  Week,  1967 

Mental  Health  Week,  held  from  the  4th — 10th  June,  was  promoted 
by  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health  and  the  National  Society 
for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children,  with  support  from  voluntary 
organisations,  psychiatric  hospitals,  local  authorities  and  churches 
throughout  Britain.  The  theme  of  the  week  was  “ Work  to  be  done  ”. 

The  programme  arranged  in  Bootle  was  as  follows:  — 


Date 

Place  and  Time 

Tuesday,  6th  June 

Junior  Training  Centre,  Poulsom  Drive. 
Open  Day  10  a.m.  to  3 p.m. 

Open  to  public. 

Wednesday,  7th  June 

Adult  Training  Centre,  Dunnings  Bridge 
Open  Day  10  a.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 

Open  to  Public. 

Road. 

Thursday,  8th  June 

Adult  Training  Centre,  Dunnings  Bridge  Road. 
Parents/Staff  Association:  Films  and  Speaker 
at  7-30  p.m. 

Open  to  public. 

On  Thursday  evening  at  the  Adult  Training  Centre,  Mr.  Feachnie, 
tutor  at  the  Harris  College,  Preston,  addressed  the  meeting  on  “ Educa- 
tion and  Training”  and  showed  two  films  depicting  adventurous  outside 
activities  and  the  work  of  a Junior  Training  Centre.  A large  number 
of  the  parents  of  the  trainees  and  members  of  the  public  attended  the 
meeting. 

Poster  displays  illustrating  the  theme  “ Work  to  be  done  ” were 
exhibited  at  the  Health  Department,  the  Adult  and  Junior  Training 
Centres,  and  at  the  Bootle  Central  Library. 

Considerable  effort  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  my 
Deputy,  the  staff  of  the  Adult  and  Junior  Training  Centres  and  the 
Mental  Welfare  Officers  was  put  into  the  arrangements  for  the  week’s 
health  education  programme.  The  co-operation  of  Mr.  Hardman,  the 
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Borough  Librarian,  and  his  staff  was  willingly  forthcoming,  and  I would 
like  grateful  thanks  to  all  those  to  be  here  recorded.  The  success  of  the 
week’s  venture  was  evident  in  the  attendances  recorded  at  each  meeting, 
and  the  numerous  questions  put  to  speakers. 


Home  Help  Service 

The  establishment  provides  for  a supervisor,  a deputy  supervisor, 
and  the  equivalent  of  40  full-time  home  helps. 

149  new  cases  received  assistance  during  the  year.  These,  with  271 
cases  carried  over  from  1966,  made  a total  of  420  cases  dealt  with  during  the 
year. 

The  following  is  a classification  of  the  cases  assisted : — 


Households 
provided 
with  help 


Type  of  Case 

(a)  Tuberculosis  

(b)  Maternity  

(c)  Chronic  Sick  under  65  yrs.  of  age 

(d)  do.  over  65  yrs.  of  age 

(e)  Others  


3 

3 

34 

360 

20 


420 


Total  no.  of  hours  worked  ...  78,370 

Where  a case  has  been  terminated  and,  after  a lapse  of  time,  is  again 
provided  with  help  in  the  same  year,  it  is  not  counted  as  a new  case. 

The  scale  of  assessment  adopted  by  the  Ministry  of  Social  Security 
has  been  applied.  Any  householder  utilising  the  Service  has  a right  to 
appeal  against  the  assessment  in  cases  where  it  is  felt  that  the  scale  would 
impose  undue  hardship,  and  these  appeals  are  dealt  with  by  the  Health 
Committee. 

Like  the  District  Nursing  Service  requests  for  the  Home  Help  Service 
have  increased  considerably  over  the  last  few  years,  the  greatest  proportion 
of  the  demand  coming  from  the  elderly  chronic  sick. 
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Section  VI 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Account  of  Work  undertaken  in  the  Community 

(a)  Mental  Illness 

During  the  year,  146  persons  were  admitted  to  hospitals  for  psychi- 
atric reasons.  Of  these,  90  were  males  and  58  were  females.  Of  the 
total  number  of  patients  admitted  to  hospitals,  58  were  admitted 
for  observation  under  Sec.  29  or  Sec.  25  of  the  Mental  Health  Act, 
1959,  and  83  were  admitted  informally. 

Of  the  58  patients  admitted  for  observation  only  5 patients  were 
further  detained  for  treatment  following  the  expiration  of  the  period 
of  observation.  The  remainder  either  were  discharged  whilst  under 
observation,  or  remained  as  informal  patients. 

A total  number  of  153  patients  was  discharged  during  the  year. 

Investigations  which  did  not  result  in  immediate  admission  to  hospital 
totalled  115. 

A total  of  2,271  visits  was  made,  including  1,027  in  connection  with 
investigations,  admissions,  or  discharges,  49  for  pre-care,  and  1,145 
for  after-care. 

The  majority  of  patients  from  Bootle  are  admitted  to  Ormskirk  and 
District  General  Hospital  or  Winwick  Hospital.  Other  hospitals  to 
which  patients  have  been  admitted  are  Sefton  General,  Deva,  Rainhill, 
Moss-side,  Walton  and  Moston.  Many  patients  have  attended  the 
psychiatric  clinics  at  Bootle,  Winwick  and  Walton  Hospitals. 


(b)  Sub-Normality  and  Severe  Sub-Normality 
Ascertainment 

During  the  year  2 boys  and  4 girls  were  ascertained  as  being  unsuit- 
able for  education  under  Sec.  57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  as 
amended  by  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959.  In  addition,  1 boy  and 
5 girls  were  recommended  for  informal  supervision. 


Short-term  care 

19  males  and  17  females  were  admitted  for  short-term  care  to  National 
Health  Service  Hospitals,  and  9 males  and  1 female  were  accom- 
modated in  private  hostels. 


Residential  Care 

During  the  year  three  females  were  admitted  for  permanent  care 
and  one  male  for  treatment. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  6 persons  were  on  the  waiting  list  for  hospital 
care. 
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Home  Reports 

62  home  visits  were  made  with  regard  to  patients  who  were  in 
hospital.  These  were  for  the  purposes  of  granting  holiday  or  trial 
leave,  or  with  a view  to  ascertaining  relatives’  wishes  in  regard  to 
the  discharge  of  patients,  etc. 

Domiciliary  visiting 

1,223  visits  were  made  to  patients  in  the  community. 

(c)  Junior  Training  Centre 

St.  Luke’s  Junior  Training  Centre  is  situated  in  Poulsom  Drive  with 
accommodation  for  92  mentally  subnormal  children  including  12 
places  in  the  special  care  unit. 

Staff 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  a Supervisor,  Deputy 
Supervisor,  6 assistant  supervisors.  The  Supervisor,  the  Deputy 
Supervisor,  and  three  assistant  supervisors  hold  the  Diploma  of  the 
Association  for  Mental  Health. 

Activities  and  Training 

The  routine  work  of  this  centre  progressed  satisfactorily  during  the 
year.  There  were  eight  children  admitted,  four  transferred  to  the 
Adult  Training  Centre,  and  two  children  left  the  centre. 

In  February,  members  of  the  Bootle  Mentally  Handicapped 
Children’s  Fund  took  the  children  to  the  Empire  Theatre,  Liverpool, 
for  the  matinee  performance  of  the  current  pantomime.  The  same 
fund  also  provided  chocolate  eggs  at  Easter.  The  customers  of  the 
Strand  Park  Hotel,  Netherton,  once  again  provided  funds  for  a visit 
to  Chester  Zoo  in  July  and  also  presented  chocolate  eggs  to  the 
children  at  Easter. 

During  the  year  six  student  teachers  from  Harris  College,  Preston, 
completed  periods  of  4-6  weeks  teaching  practice  at  the  Centre. 

Educational  visits  included  a day  at  Eastham  Junior  Training  Centre 
where  the  older  children  took  part  in  a musical  festival  in  which 
children  from  Dee  Banks  Training  Centre,  Chester,  also  took  part. 
This  journey  was  made  entirely  by  public  transport  and  the  whole 
venture  was  most  successful,  providing  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
the  children  to  experience  real  life  situations  which  relate  to  the 
social  training  scheme  within,  the  centre. 

The  Centre  had  its  usual  quota  of  visitors  including  two  visits  by  a 
Mental  Welfare  Advisory  Officer  from  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
students  and  tutors  from  Harris  College,  Preston,  and  Chester 
Teachers  Training  College. 

Miss  V.  Robotham  returned  from  her  one  year  N.A.M.H.  Course 
of  training  in  July  after  successfully  gaining  her  diploma  with  a 
distinction. 
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Miss  P.  Wilkinson,  Assistant  Supervisor,  commenced  a one  year 
Diploma  Course  at  Harris  College,  Preston,  in  October. 

Special  Care  Unit 

The  Special  Care  Unit  was  completed  in  April,  1966.  There  are 
now  13  severely  handicapped  children  attending  this  unit. 

(d)  The  Adult  Training  Centre — 

Report  of  the  Manager,  Mr.  C.  E.  Wilson 
The  Adult  Training  Centre  has  accommodation  for  training  ninety 
mentally  handicapped  adults. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  Manager,  Deputy 
Manager,  two  female  instructors,  two  male  instructors,  one  clerk, 
one  bus  escort,  two  domestic  workers,  and  a caretaker /gardener. 
The  Manager  and  Deputy  Manager  hold  Diplomas  of  the  National 
Association  for  Mental  Health,  and  the  Central  Training  Council 
for  Teachers  of  the  Mentally  Handicapped. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  one  woodwork  instructor  was 
appointed  to  replace  Mr.  Green,  who  resigned  his  position  in 
December,  1966.  One  instructor  was  seconded  to  Harris  College, 
Preston,  to  study  for  the  Teachers  of  the  Mentally  Handicapped 
Diploma.  We  were  deeply  grieved  to  hear  of  the  death,  on  25th 
September,  1967,  of  our  domestic  science  instructor,  Mrs.  Barnes. 
On  11th  December,  1967,  the  staff  reached  full  establishment  again 
on  the  appointment  of  a metal  work  instructor,  and  a domestic 
science  instructor. 

Trainees 

There  are  now  fifty  trainees  on  roll.  Four  trainees  were  admitted 
from  the  Junior  Training  Centre,  one  from  Maghull  Epileptic  Home, 
and  one  from  an  adjoining  Authority.  One  trainee  was  placed  in 
Greaves  Hall  Hospital.  Four  trainees  were  placed  in  full  time 
employment  with  the  Corporation,  and  private  firms,  and  have  more 
than  satisfied  their  employers. 

There  is  a wide  range  of  ability  amongst  the  trainees,  from  the 
severely  subnormal  to  the  low  educationally  subnormal. 

The  general  theme  of  training  in  this  Centre  is  based  on  Dr. 
Gunsburg’s  theories,  and  the  modern  concept  of  socilisation 
within  an  industrial  workshop  atmosphere.  This  means  that 
although  great  emphasis  is  laid  upon  patterns  of  behaviour  in  the 
workshop,  greater  stress  is  placed  upon  the  educational  programme, 
which  has  been  devised  for  each  individual  trainee. 

Industrial  work  is  now  settling  down  in  the  Centre.  We  have 
various  forms  of  constructive  occupations  ranging  from  clerical  work 
for  the  local  Health  Executive  Council,  dismantling  work  for  the 
Automatic  Telephone  Co.,  and  assembly  work  for  St.  David’s 
Manufacturing  Company  and  Messrs.  John  Moores  Home 
Shopping  Service  Ltd.  In  addition  to  this,  individual  jobs  are 
carried  out  for  members  of  the  public. 
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A progress  payment  scheme  is  in  operation  whereby  incentives  are 
provided.  The  response  by  the  trainees  to  this  scheme  has  been 
enthusiastic,  and  the  result  so  far  has  exceeded  our  expectations. 

Parents / Staff  Association 

The  Parents/Staff  Association  is  continuing  successfully,  and  has 
its  part  to  play  in  giving  financial  and  moral  backing  to  ventures  in 
the  Youth  Club.  In  connection  with  this  Association  we  are  now 
negotiating  for  a suitable  building  for  outdoor  activities,  in  North 
Wales. 

Mental  Health  Week 

Bootle’s  Mental  Health  Week  was  opened  on  Monday,  5th  June, 
1967,  by  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Councillor  Mrs.  Vera  Bray,  J.P., 
when  she  visited  the  Youth  Club  meeting  at  the  Centre.  On 
Wednesday,  7th  June,  the  Adult  Training  Centre  held  an  ‘open  day’ 
for  the  public,  and  on  Thursday,  8th  June,  the  Parents / Staff 
Association  invited  Mr.  Feachnie,  Tutor,  Harris  College,  Preston,  to 
show  films  of  trainees  in  outdoor  settings,  and  also  to  speak  on 
adventure  training. 

Youth  Club 

The  Youth  Club  and  other  activities  are  continuing.  We  are  now 
finding  with  our  outdoor  pursuits  that  the  trainees  are  experiencing 
a new  way  of  life.  The  enthusiasm  is  very  high  and  the  competition 
very  keen,  and  it  is  in  the  light  of  these  experiences  that  we  are  now 
seriously  contemplating  going  outside  the  trainees  local  environment. 

Visitors 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  over  200  persons  visited  the  Centre 
a number  which  did  not  include  the  numerous  visitors  during  Mental 
Health  Week.  Specific  mention  must  be  made  of  the  visit  of  a 
Mental  Welfare  Advisory  Officer  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  whose 
report  was  most  satisfactory. 

C.  E.  WILSON, 

Manager. 
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Section  VU 

DENTAL  TREATMENT  OF  EXPECTANT  AND 
NURSING  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


The  following  report  has  been  supplied  by  the  Dental  Officer: — 


(a)  PATIENTS  PROVIDED  WITH  DENTAL  CARE 


Examined 

Number 

Commenced 

Treatment 

No.  of 
treatments 
completed 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

72 

72 

57 

Children  under  Five  

165 

165 

150 

(b)  FORMS  OF  DENTAL  TREATMENT  PROVIDED 


Extrac- 

tions 

General 

Anaes- 

thetics 

Fill- 

ings 

Scal- 
ings or 
Scal- 
ing & 
Gum 
Treat- 
ment 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat- 

ment 

Dres- 

sings 

Deni 
Prov 
upper  o 

ures 
ided 
r lower 

Com- 

plete 

Par- 

tial 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

147 

13 

70 

22 

— 

— 

19 

7 

Children  under 

Five 

224 

138 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X-Ray  Examinations. — Facilities  for  X-ray  examinations  are  available 
at  the  Liverpool  Dental  Hospital. 
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Section  VIII 


COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year  is 
summarised  as  follows : — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Erysipelas 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough 
Pneumonia 

Meningococcal  infections 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning  ... 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Tuberculosis  (Primary 
Notifications) : 

(a)  Pulmonary  ... 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

Anthrax  


Cases 

notified 

12 

1 

443 

44 

2 

6 

2 

10(10) 


33 

4 


Cases 

admitted  to 
hospital 


27 

3 


(The  totals  in  brackets  give  number  of  cases  where  the  notification  was 

withdrawn.) 


Food  Poisoning: — 

Food  poisoning  notifications  (corrected)  were  returned  to  the  Registrar 
General  as  follows: — 

1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  3rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter  Total 
Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil  Nil 

Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents: — 

Total  outbreaks  Nil.  Total  cases  ...  Nil. 

Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause: — 

Total  outbreaks  Nil.  Total  cases  ...  Nil. 

Single  Cases: — 

Agents  identified  ...  Nil.  Unknown  cause...  — Total  Nil 
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Section  IX 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Register — The  number  of  patients  on  the  register  at  31st  December, 
1967,  totalled  675.  The  patients  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
totalled  557.  The  patients  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
totalled  18. 


Incidence — The  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  under 
the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930,  was  30  (28  pulmonary 
and  2 non-pulmonary),  as  compared  with  47  for  the  previous  year. 
Notifications  during  recent  years  were  as  follows: — 

Tuberculosis 

Year  Notifications 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 


79 

92 

113 

47 

55 

43 

77 

45 

42 

47 

30 


Mortality — The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  tuberculosis  during  the 
year  was  2 amounting  to  0.26  per  cent  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes  and 
giving  a death-rate  from  this  cause  of  0.02  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Incidence — Twenty-eight  new  cases  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis were  notified  during  1967.  The  numbers  notified  during  the  past 
few  years  were  as  follows:  — 


Year 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 


Notifications  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
77 
90 
111 
45 
51 
40 
69 
40 
40 
44 
28 
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Mortality — During  the  year  2 deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  representing  a rate  of  0.02  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  compared  with  0.08  in  1966.  The  2 deaths  were  of  female 
patients. 


Chest  Clinic — During  the  year  the  Chest  Physician  examined  158 
persons  of  whom  31  were  eventually  diagnosed  as  tuberculous.  Atten- 
tion continued  to  be  paid  to  securing  the  attendance  for  examination 
of  contacts  of  notified  cases  and  306  contacts  were  examined  during  the 
year.  The  tuberculosis  visitors  made  1,831  visits  to  homes  of  tuberculosis 
patients. 

During  the  year  145  children  received  B.C.G.  vaccination  at  the 
Chest  Clinic. 

The  number  of  contacts  examined  and  the  number  of  home  visits 
during  the  past  few  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Year 


Contacts  examined  Home  Visits 


1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 


837  ... 

...2,555 

1,284  ... 

...2,719 

323  ... 

...  3,149 

240  ... 

...  2,923 

452  ... 

...2,844 

308  ... 

...2,938 

323  ... 

...2,560 

295  ... 

...2,202 

264  ... 

...  1,848 

424  ... 

...  1,889 

306  ... 

...  1,831 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Incidence — During  the  year  2 new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tubercu 
losis  were  notified  as  compared  with  3 in  1966. 


Mortality — No  deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 


Public  Health  {Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925 — There 
was  no  occasion  to  take  action  under  the  above  Regulations  relating  to 
tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936;  Section  111 — No  action  was  taken  under 
this  Section  dealing  with  the  compulsory  removal  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
to  hospital. 
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Preventive,  Care  and  After-Care  Services 

Ascertainment  of  Contacts- — In  every  case,  after  receipt  of  a notifica- 
tion, a visit  is  paid  to  the  home  with  the  object  of  tracing  contacts  and 
arrangements  are  made  for  their  examination  at  the  Chest  Clinic.  In 
the  case  of  children  under  15,  the  Chest  Physician  examines  with  a view 
to  ascertaining  whether  B.C.G.  Vaccination  should  be  given.  Adults  are 
referred  to  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  for  a chest  X-Ray. 

Special  clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  for  children  who  are  contacts 
of  notified  and  known  cases.  By  this  means  the  children  are  kept 
separate  from  any  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  while  attending  the 
Clinic. 

The  number  of  contacts  examined  in  relation  to  the  number  of 
notified  cases  in  recent  years  is  as  follows:  — 


Year 

Cases  Notified  (Pulmonary) 

Contacts  examined 

1957 

77 

837 

1958 

90 

1284 

1959 

111 

323 

1960 

45 

240 

1961 

51 

452 

1962 

40 

308 

1963 

69 

323 

1964 

40 

295 

1965 

40 

264 

1966 

45 

424 

1967 

28 

306 

Public  Health  (Leprosy)  Regulations,  1966 

These  regulations  became  operative  on  the  1st  March,  1966. 

Leprosy  was  made  notifiable  in  England  and  Wales  in  1951,  but  all 
information  concerning  the  incidence  of  this  disease  had  to  be  sent  directly 
by  the  general  practitioner  or  the  hospital  doctor  to  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Under  the  new  Public  Health  (Leprosy)  Regulations,  1966,  confi- 
dentiality will  be  maintained,  but  notifications  will  be  sent  instead  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  which  the  patient  is 
situated.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  in  turn  transmit  the  informa- 
tion to  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

In  this  way  any  patient  suffering  from  Leprosy  will  be  brought  within 
the  scope  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Services  simply  and  immediately  and, 
at  the  same  time,  the  powers  given  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the 
Public  Health  Acts  of  1936,  and  1961,  for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease 
will  now  apply  to  Leprosy. 

During  the  year  there  were  no  cases  of  Leprosy  notified  in  the 
Borough. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  MORTALITY,  BOOTLE  AND 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1937—1967 


Year 

Death  Rate  from  Tu 
per  1 ,000  j 

berculosis  {All  Forms) 
copulation 

BOOTLE 

England  & Wales 

mi 

Ml 

0-69 

1938 

1-05 

0-63 

1939 

1-08 

0-58 

1940 

1-03 

0-67 

1941 

1-62 

0-73 

1942 

1-37 

0-65 

1943 

1-28 

0-67 

1944 

M4 

0-63 

1945 

101 

0-62 

1946 

1-20 

0-55 

1947 

0-92 

0-55 

1948 

0-92 

0-51 

1949 

1-04 

0-45 

1950 

0-88 

0-36 

1951 

0-54 

0-31 

1952 

0-53 

0-24 

1953 

0-29 

0-20 

1954 

0-27 

0-18 

1955 

0-23 

0-15 

1956 

0-11 

0-12 

1957 

0-24 

010 

1958 

0-09 

0-10 

1959 

009 

0-08 

1960 

015 

0-07 

1961 

0-22 

007 

1962 

0-18 

007 

1963 

005 

006 

1964 

0-07 

0-05 

1965 

0-04 

005 

1966 

008 

005 

1967 

002 

0-04 
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Section  X 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

The  treatment  of  venereal  disease  became  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  as  from  the  5th  July,  1948.  Facilities  for  the 
treatment  of  these  diseases  have  been  available  to  Bootle  residents  at  a 
special  clinic  held  at  Bootle  Hospital  until  the  31st  December,  1965,  when 
this  clinic  closed.  Since  the  1st  January,  1966  the  treatment  of  male  patients 
has  been  undertaken  at  the  Seamen’s  Dispensary,  Liverpool,  and  the  same 
facilities  are  available  to  female  patients  at  the  Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary 
and  at  the  Newsham  General  Hospital.  The  special  clinic  of  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Liverpool  also  treats  male  patients. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  new  cases  treated  at 
Bootle  Hospital  Clinic  from  1960  to  1965,  and  for  1966  and  1967  at  the 
Seamen’s  Dispensary,  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Liverpool,  and  at  the 
Newsham  General  Hospital.  The  numbers  for  1966  are  shown  in 
brackets  in  the  table  below. 


BOOTLE  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

New  Patients  examined 

113 

119 

87 

100 

114 

119 

New  Cases  (Syphilis)  

5 

6 

4 

3 

9 

2 

New  Cases  (Gonorrhoea) 

22 

28 

25 

40 

29 

26 

New  Cases  (Others  requiring 
treatment)  

86 

85 

58 

57 

76 

91 

LIVERPOOL  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINICS 


Liverpool 

Newsham 

Seamen’s 

Royal 

General 

Year  1967 

Dispensary 

Infirmary 

Hospital 

Male 

Male 

Female 

Female 

New  Patients  examined  

123(106) 

38(44) 

23(15) 

22(15) 

New  Cases  (Syphilis)  

2(-) 

3(2) 

2(-) 

-(-) 

New  Cases  (Gonorrhoea) 

22(17) 

12(12) 

8(5) 

-(3) 

New  Cases  (Others  requiring 

treatment)  

99(89) 

23(30) 

13(10) 

22(12) 

Total  Male  161(150) 
Female  55(30) 


During  1967,  the  number  of  Bootle  residents  who  received  treatment 
for  venereal  disease  was  216,  while  the  number  for  1966  was  180. 
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Section  XI 


BLIND  WELFARE 


The  administration  of  the  Council’s  Blind  Welfare  Scheme  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  Welfare  Committee. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  indebted  to  the  Chief  Welfare  Officer  for  the 
information  in  Part  A of  the  following  statement: — 

A.  FOLLOW-UP  OF  REGISTERED  BLIND  AND 
PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  PERSONS 


Cause  of 

Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

(i)  Number  of  cases  registered  dur- 
ing the  year  in  respect  of  which 
Section  F.  of  Form  B.D.8  re- 
commends : — 

(a)  No  treatment  

6 

2 

8 

(b)  Treatment  (medical,  surgi- 

cal  or  optical) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  (i)  (b)  above 
which  on  follow-up  action  have 
received  treatment  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Number  of  Forms  B.D.%  received  during  the  year — 1967 — 18 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  Blind  and  Partially-Sighted  Persons 
on  the  registers  at  31st  December,  1967: — 


Blind  Register: — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Adults  

44 

108 

152 

Children  

2 

2 

4 

Total  ... 

46 

no 

156 

Partially-Sighted  Register: — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Adults  

25 

51 

76 

Children  

6 

3 

9 

Total  ... 

31 

54 

85 

47 


B.  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 
(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  ...  Nil 

Section  XII 

EPILEPSY  AND  CEREBRAL  PALSY 


Epilepsy 

It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  incidence  of  epilepsy  as  the  condition  is 
not  notifiable,  but  the  following  statistics  have  been  supplied  by  the 
Chief  Welfare  Officer; — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Domiciliary... 

• • • • • • 

10 

6 

16 

Colony 



10 

3 

13 

Total  ... 

20 

9 

29 

Cerebral  Palsy 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  is  not  known  completely  as  it  is  not 
notifiable.  The  Welfare  Department  have  the  following  cases  under 
supervision : — 

Males  Females  Total 

Domiciliary 5 2 7 

Institution 2 — 2 

while  the  Education  Department  have  records  of  23  cases  of  whom  10  are 
receiving  special  educational  treatment. 


Facilities  available  for  Handicapped  Persons 

There  are  no  specific  facilities  provided  by  the  Health  Department 
for  these  groups  of  handicapped  persons,  and  no  fixed  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  Welfare  Department  who  have  responsibilities 
to  handicapped  persons  under  the  National  Assistance  Act.  Each  case  is 
judged  on  its  merits  and  co-ordination  with  the  other  health  and  welfare 
services  is  easily  obtained. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  H E A L T H S E R V I C E S 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

During  the  year  further  progress  was  made  in  the  Council’s  Clean 
Air  Programme.  The  Bootle  (Netherton)  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  8, 
comprising  458  premises  and  covering  36  acres,  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  November,  1967.  There  are  now  6,281  premises  covered  by 
Smoke  Control  Orders,  comprising  an  area  of  1,076  acres.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  the  trend  towards  gas  as  a means  of  heating  still 
continues.  Of  the  451  dwellings  in  the  No.  8 Area,  the  occupants  of 
175  chose  gas,  whilst  114  chose  solid  fuel,  and  the  remainder  electricity, 
or  premium  solid  fuels  using  their  existing  grates. 

It  would  also  appear  that  the  demand  for  part  or  full  central  heating 
in  dwelling  houses  is  on  the  increase.  It  is  suggested  that  this  trend 
should  be  encouraged,  as  a higher  standard  of  heating  in  the  home  is  an 
important  contribution  towards  a higher  standard  of  living. 

Progress  with  slum  clearance  is  being  maintained,  two  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders  were  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of  220  houses 
inhabited  by  262  families  comprising  705  adults  and  187  children.  These 
two  Orders  were  subsequently  confirmed  with  minor  modifications. 

All  premises  to  which  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
applies  have  received  a general  inspection,  and  more  than  900  visits  of 
inspection  have  been  made  to  these  premises.  Generally  speaking,  no 
serious  difficulty  has  arisen  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Act.  Further 
details  of  the  administration  of  this  Act  are  set  out  elsewhere  in  this 
Report. 

More  than  2,500  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  premises  where 
food  is  prepared  for  sale,  or  sold,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  It  was  encouraging  to  find 
that  standards  of  hygiene  generally  were  being  maintained,  although 
there  is  still  room  for  improvement,  especially  in  the  field  of  personal 
hygiene. 

There  were  2,752  complaints  from  householders,  and  notices  were 
served  in  respect  of  3,413  nuisances,  a decrease  of  381  nuisances  on 
the  previous  year;  the  number  of  complaints  increased  by  207. 

Of  the  3,413  nuisances  found,  2,998  were  abated  by  the  end  of  the 

year. 

The  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  the  Bootle 
Corporation  Acts,  which  enable  work  to  be  carried  out  by  default,  have 
proved  of  inestimable  value,  as  the  slow  process  of  instituting  legal 
proceedings  is  obviated,  and  conditions  inimical  to  health  are  speedily 
removed. 

I wish  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  all  members  of  the  staff 
for  their  willing  co-operation  and  enthusiasm  in  dealing  with  the 
increasing  amount  and  complexity  of  the  work  in  the  County  Borough. 

The  following  pages  contain  details  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectorate  during  the  year. 


SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS.  1967 
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SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Bootle  Corporation  Acts,  Water  Act. 

Choked/defective  drains  Ill 

Choked/defective  rainwater  pipes,  waste  pipes  and  gutters  564 

Defective  yard  walls,  doors,  frames  128 

Defective  water  closets  354 

Defective  house  roofs  486 

Defects  in  domestic  water  supply 137 

Defective  yard  surfaces  46 

Dampness  in  dwellings  374 

Defective  plasterwork  wall/ceiling 280 

Defective  windows 302 

Other  defects  627 

Inadequate  Art.  Light  4 

Total  3,413 

Nuisances  abated  by  owners  2,919 

Nuisances  abated  by  Corporation  (Default/Request)  ...  79 

Total  *2,998 


* Includes  nuisances  outstanding  from  previous  year. 

Factories  Act,  1961 

Want  of  cleanliness 7 

Inadequate  Ventilation  1 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 25 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  1 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences  relating  to 

outworkers)  2 

^8 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960  and  1962 


Type  of  Premises 

Visits 

Notifica- 

tions 

Served 

Contraventions 

Found 

Abated 

Bakehouses  

187 

6 

13 

13 

Butchers  

130 

3 

6 

20 

Cafes,  Dining  Rooms,  Canteens 

356 

5 

15 

9 

Cold  Stores  

18 

— 

— 

— 

Fishmongers 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  and  Chips  

111 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Factories  

351 

9 

17 

17 

Fruiterers  

181 

2 

3 

5 

Grocers  

273 

5 

16 

26 

Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Hawkers  ... 

73 

— 

— 

— 

Licensed  Premises  

164 

3 

8 

12 

Milk  Shops  

160 

— 

— 

— 

Others 

385 

7 

25 

20 
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Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1939 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 

Regulations,  1966 

Hawkers 

There  are  15  hawkers  registered  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1939.  Altogether,  129  inspections  were 
made  during  the  year  of  registered  hawkers,  and  itinerant  traders  passing 
through  the  Borough. 

Under  the  local  Act,  no  person  is  permitted  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  a hawker  for  the  sale  of  meat,  meat  food  products,  fish,  fruit  or 
vegetables  within  the  Borough  unless  he  is  registered  for  such  purpose, 
and  premises  used  for  the  storage  of  food  are  also  registered. 

The  main  advantage  of  registration  is  that  the  vehicle  and  the  food 
storage  premises  are  inspected  and,  if  necessary,  brought  up  to  the 
required  standard  before  approval  is  given. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 

Food  Sampling 

The  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  J.  F.  Clark,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  examined  212 
samples  of  food  and  drugs  during  the  year,  of  which  41  were  formal  and 
171  informal.  (Table  I).  Two  samples  of  water  and  1 sample  of  balm 


cake  were  submitted  for  special  analysis. 

A total  of  six  samples  was  reported  as  unsatisfactory: 

Cheese  ...  ...  2 

Canned  meat  ...  ...  1 

Cream  1 

Milk  (Abnormal  Comp.)  ...  2 

TABLE  I 


TABLE  I 


Informa 

1 Samples 

Statutoi 

■y  Samples 

Obtained 

Adulterated 
or  Sub- 
standard 

Article 

Obtained 

Adulterated 

16 

Bread,  Confectionery  and  Cake 
Filling 

— 

— 

Butter 

2 

— 

6 

— 

Bottled  Baby  Foods  ... 

— 

— 

5 

1 

Cheese  and  Cheese  Spreads 
(3  and  4)  

4 

1 

7 

1 

Canned  and  Potted  Meats, 
Soups  and  Fish  (1)  

1 

— 

— 

Coffee 

1 

— 

7 

1 

Cream,  Condensed  and  Evapo- 
rated Milk  (2) 

1 

13 

— 

Fruit  and  Vegetables— Dried 

1 

— 

4 

Fruit  and  Vegetables — Canned 
and  Fresh  ... 

4 

— 

Fish  Cakes  and  Spreads 

— 

— 

2 



Flavourings  and  Colourings  ... 

— 

— 

12 

— 

Ice  Cream 

5 

— 

2 

— 

Low  Fat  Milk  ...  

1 

— 

46 

— 

Milk  

15 

1** 

2 

— 

Margarine 

— 

— 

6 



Preserves 

3 

— 

9 

— 

Pickles  and  Sauces  ... 

— 



10 

— 

Soft  Drinks  

2 

— 

5 

— 

Sugar  Confectionery  ... 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Shell  Fish  

— 

— 

3 

Sweeteners,  Liquid,  Tablet  and 
Powder 

1 

2 

— 

Tea 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Wines  and  Spirits 

4 

— 

171 

3 

41 

3 

NOTES:  1.  Informal  Chicken  Breast  in  Gravy — Meat  75%. 

Follow-up — Formal  Sample  found  genuine — 82%  Meat. 

2.  Informal  Sample — Dairy  Cream — slightly  deficient  of  fat — Fat 

22.35%. 

Formal  Sample  found  genuine — 23.3%  Fat. 

3.  Informal  Sample — Grated  parmesan  cheese — not  properly  labelled. 

4.  Formal  Sample — Grated  parmesan  cheese — not  properly  labelled. 
Commodity  relabelled  by  manufacturers. 
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In  addition,  321  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  for  bacteriological  examination.  (Table  II). 

TABLE  II 

Milk  for  Heat  Treatment — Phosphatase  Test/Turbidity...  143 

Ice  Cream  and  Water  Ices 64 

Public  Baths  Water 18 

Liquid  Egg — Pasteurised  96 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations.  1963 

These  Regulations  which  came  into  force  January,  1964,  made 
compulsory  the  pasteurisation  of  liquid  egg,  and  include  any  liquid  egg 
imported  into  England  and  Wales. 

There  are  two  premises  in  the  Borough  where  liquid  egg  is  being 
pasteurised. 

Altogether,  96  samples  were  obtained  from  the  two  plants  and  all 
satisfied  the  alpha  amylase  test. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 

There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  Animal  Feeding  Stuffs  in  the 
Borough. 

Fertilisers  — No.  of  samples  6 

Feeding  Stuffs — No.  of  samples  8 

14 


Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations 

The  Public  Analyst  examined  144  samples  submitted  for  evidence  of 
preservatives. 

Milk 

Milk  Supplies — There  are  168  registered  distributors  of  milk  on  the 
Register,  and  10  new  licences  were  issued  under  the  appropriate  Special 
Designation  Regulations,  1963,  as  amended. 

There  are  no  farms  or  shippons  situated  within  the  Borough 
boundaries. 

There  has  been  no  infectious  disease  or  food  poisoning  outbreak 
traced  to  the  supply  of  milk  within  the  Borough. 
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Milk  Sampling 

Altogether  143  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  the  Methylene 
Blue  Test  and  143  for  the  Phosphatase  and  Turbidity  Tests  to  indicate 
the  amount  of  heat  treatment  to  which  the  milk  has  been  subjected. 
All  passed  the  Phosphatase  Test  and  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

School  Milk — there  were  51  samples  of  milk  obtained  from  schools 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  41  samples  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis.  All  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  all  chemical  samples 
were  satisfactory. 

Ice  Cream 

17  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  64 
samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  results  of  the  64  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina- 
ition  were  as  follows; — Grade  1,  31;  Grade  2,  13;  Grade  3,  10;  Grade 4, 
9.  One  sample  was  unfit  to  examine. 

Persons  selling  ice  cream  from  vehicles  are  required  to  be  registered 
in  accordance  with  the  Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1930. 

There  are  167  ice  cream  premises  registered. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough. 

Registration  of  Food  Preparation  Premises 

Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
total  125,  which  include  premises  used  for  the  preparation  of  sausages, 
potted  and  preserved  meat,  fish  and  other  foods,  certain  butchers’  shops 
and  food  factories.  There  were  178  inspections  made  of  these  premises. 

Unsound  Food  and  Foreign  Bodies 

During  the  year  54  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the 
public  alleging  the  sale  of  unsound  food  or  the  finding  of  extraneous 
matter  in  food,  and  162  visits  were  made  regarding  these  complaints. 
There  were  5 prosecutions  which  resulted  in  £32  10s.  Od.  fines. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

During  the  year  5 prosecutions  were  taken  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  with  the  following  results:  — 


Prosecutions  during  Year  1967 


Complaint 


Result  of  Proceedings 


Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Mouldy  Meat  Pie  ... 

Fly  in  Sausage  Sandwich  ... 
Mouldy  Steak  and  Kidney  Pie  . 
Mouldy  Meat  Pie  ... 

Cockroach  in  Chipped  Potatoes  . 


£5  Fine. 
£5  Fine. 
£5  Fine. 


£12  10s.  Fine. 

£5  Fine  and  £1  2s.  2d.  Costs. 
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Unsound  Food — Condemned 

During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  and 
voluntarily  surrendered : — 


Description  of  Food 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

Lb. 

Meat  (Raw)  

3 

1 

6 

Fruit  (Raw) 

5 

2 

2 

20 

Fish  (Raw) 

— 

2 

3 

10 

Canned  Food 

Meat  

1 

14 

1 

6 

Fruit 

4 

7 

1 

6 

Fish 

— 

2 

1 

24 

Milk 



6 

1 

9 

Other  Foods  

8 

15 

3 

23 

Total  Weight  

20 

15 

— 

20 

All  condemned  food  is  destroyed  by  burning  at  the  Corporation’s 
incinerator. 


Bakehouses 

There  were  12  bakehouses  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Visits  of  inspection  amounted  to  187,  and  in  6 instances  it  was 
necessary  to  take  informal  action  in  respect  of  13  defects  which  have 
since  been  remedied. 

List  of  Defects: 

Lack  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Unsuitable  floor  finishes  ...  ...  ...  2 

Absence  of  head  covering  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unsuitable  equipment  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

In  one  bakehouse,  all  wooden  equipment,  e.g.  tray  racks,  is  being 
abolished,  where  practicable,  in  favour  of  metal. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  during  his  visits  to  bakehouses  takes 
the  opportunity  of  talking  to  the  staff  in  a practical  way  about  matters 
of  hygiene.  It  is  felt  that  these  informal  talks  on  the  premises  are  more 
effective  than  a formal  lecture  in  a classroom.  It  will  be  appreciated 
that  there  is  a continuous  turnover  of  staff  in  the  larger  bakehouses,  and 
therefore  discussions  with  the  staff  must  be  repeated  many  times  during 
the  course  of  the  year. 
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Food  Factories 

There  were  22  Food  Factories  entered  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Altogether,  351  visits  of  inspection  and  re-inspections  were  made 
to  these  premises,  and  in  9 instances  it  was  necessary  to  serve  notices  in 
respect  of  17  defects  which  have  since  been  remedied. 


List  of  Defects: 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  4 

Walls  requiring  re-decoration 2 

Floors  requiring  repair  ...  ...  3 

Unsuitable  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inadequate  drainage  of  floor  ...  1 

Unsatisfactory  equipment  ...  ...  ...  6 


Several  factory  premises  were  altered  and  replarmed  during  the 
year,  and  as  a result  improvements  have  been  achieved  in  ventilation, 
lay-out,  and  hygiene  in  general. 

In  one  food  factory  the  ventilation  of  the  cooked-meats’  room 
presented  some  difficulty.  The  steam  and  fumes  from  the  cooking 
processes  were  causing  the  rapid  deterioration  of  the  ceiling.  A new 
mechanical  system  of  ventilation  was  being  installed  at  the  end  of  the 
year  which  should  ensure  that  the  room  is  adequately  ventilated. 

In  another  cooked  meats  factory,  the  butchery  room  which  had 
been  in  use  for  more  than  25  years  was  discontinued  as  such  and  replaced 
by  a more  suitable,  well  equipped  room  within  the  curtilage  of  the 
existing  premises. 

In  an  egg  processing  factory  the  method  of  cleaning  the  stainless 
steel  tanks  used  for  the  storage  of  pasteurised  whole  egg  was  not 
considered  to  be  entirely  satisfactory.  Discussions  were  held  with  the 
management  and  as  a result  a routine  has  been  adopted  incorporating 
the  use  of  power  sprays.  Conduit  and  other  similar  equipment  are 
cleaned  and  sterilised  in  situ. 

Routine  inspections  brought  to  light  many  defects  which  were 
corrected  without  the  service  of  written  notices.  The  matters  dealt  with 
in  this  way  included  lack  of  cleanliness,  unsatisfactory  equipment  and 
fittings,  insect  infestations,  staff  hygiene  and  insufficient,  or  lack  of, 
waterproof  surgical  dressings. 

Several  nuisances  were  caused  by  quantities  of  trade  waste  which 
were  allowed  to  accumulate  unnecessarily  on  factory  premises.  In  some 
cases  the  managements  were  recommended  to  engage  contractors  who 
specialise  in  the  collection  and  disposal  of  trade  waste.  This  method 
appears  to  be  working  very  satisfactorily. 
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Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

During  the  year  111  visits  were  made  to  the  31  fish  and  chip  shops 
in  the  Borough  and  no  notices  were  served. 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

There  were  37  canteens  and  22  cafes  in  the  County  Borough  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Visits  of  inspection  amounted  to  351,  and  informal  action  was  taken 
in  5 cases  in  respect  of  17  contraventions  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  all  of  which  have  since  been  remedied. 


List  of  Defects: 

Unsuitable  or  badly  worn  sinks  6 

Inadequate  ventilation  ...  1 

Lack  of  cleanliness  ...  5 

Walls,  etc.  requiring  decoration  2 

Unsuitable  table  tops 1 

Broken  or  uneven  floor  surfaces  2 


There  was  no  evidence  of  any  infection  arising  from  the 
consumption  of  food  on  these  premises  during  the  year. 

There  are  14  dockside  canteens  situated  on  the  Mersey  Docks  and 
Harbour  Board  Estate  and  47  inspections  were  made  jointly  with  a 
Public  Health  Inspector  of  the  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority. 

Coin  operated  vending  machines,  dispensing  hot  drinks  and  pre- 
packed biscuits  etc.,  have  been  installed  in  several  factories  and 
warehouses.  They  have  proved  popular  with  the  employees  and  have 
presented  no  difficulty  from  the  public  health  point  of  view.  Manage- 
ment and  staff  have  been  instructed  in  the  method  of  cleaning  the 
machines  on  the  lines  set  out  in  Food  Hygiene  Code  of  Practice  No.  7, 
published  jointly  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

As  a result  of  informal  action,  several  cafes  and  canteens  have  been 
improved  internally  by  structural  alteration  and  replanning  of  the  layout. 

Considerable  importance  is  attached  to  the  regular  inspection  of 
these  premises  as  it  is  considered  that  this  is  the  most  effective  way  of 
ensuring  that  acceptable  standards  of  hygiene  are  maintained. 

Legal  proceedings  were  successfully  instituted  in  one  case. 

Licensed  Premises 

During  the  year  164  visits  were  made  to  the  49  licensed  premises  and 
27  licensed  clubs  in  the  Borough.  13  notices  were  served  covering  29 
nuisances,  and  the  necessary  work  was  either  completed  or  in  progress 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Food  Byelaws 

Clean  food  byelaws  made  by  the  Council  have  been  in  operation 
since  28th  May,  1951. 

These  byelaws  were  made  for  the  purpose  of“securing  the  observance 
of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the 
handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  sold  or  intended  for  sale  for 
human  consumption,  and  in  connection  with  the  sale  or  exposure  for 
sale  in  the  open  air  of  food  intended  for  human  consumption”. 

In  general,  no  great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  enforcing 
the  byelaws. 

Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  public  or  private  slaughterhouses  within  the  Borough. 

Poultry  Inspection 

1.  Number  of  poultry  processing  premises,  1. 

2.  Number  of  visits  during  the  year,  53. 

3.  Total  number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year,  3,920,878. 

4.  Broiler  chickens  only  are  processed. 

5.  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption, 

1.05%. 

6.  Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption, 

121,924  lbs. 

Inspection  is  carried  out  on  the  lines  set  out  in  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  22/61.  Trained  operators  inspect  every  bird  during  process. 
Rejected  birds  are  held  for  further  inspection  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector.  Each  bird  is  rendered  insensible  to  pain  by  stunning  with  an 
electrical  instrument  before  being  slaughtered. 

Food  Hygiene  (Gen.)  Regs.  1960.  Min.  of  Health  Circ  1/67. 


Category  of  Trade 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply 
with 
Reg.  16 

No.  of 
Premises 
to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply 
with 
Reg.  19 

Bakehouses  

12 

12 

12 

12 

Butchers 

50 

50 

50 

50 

Cafes/Dining  Rooms/Canteens... 

74 

74 

74 

74 

Food  Factories 

21 

21 

21 

21 

Fishmongers  

12 

12 

12 

12 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

35 

35 

35 

35 

Licensed  Establishments 

48 

48 

48 

48 

Greengrocers  

48 

48 

48 

48 

Grocers 

145 

145 

145 

143 

Confectioners  and  Sweets 

94 

94 

38 

38 

539 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  

27 

94 

4 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

199 

825 

9 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity (excluding  out-workers’  prem- 
ises)   

20 

85 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  

246 

1004 

13 

Nil 

2. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number 
of  cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 
instituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

rred 

(1) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

7 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation ... 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  

25 

25 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  off- 
ences relating  to  Out- 
work)   

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  

38 

38 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Outwork 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required  by 
Section 
133(l)(c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole- 

some 

premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(7) 

Wearing 
Apparel: 
Making, 
etc.  ... 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cleaning  and 
Washing 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Household 

Linen... 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Factories 

During  the  year  102  plans  of  proposed  buildings  were  examined  and 
amendments  were  recommended  in  83  cases. 

One  factory  registered  for  the  sale  of  rag -flock  was  discontinued. 

Outworkers 

At  the  end  of  thejyear  6 outworkers  were  entered  on  the  register,  and 
12  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year. 

Oflfensive  Trades 

There  were  7 Offensive  Trades  established  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  visits  amounted  to  35,  and  there  were  no  complaints 
from  any  source  concerning  these  trades. 

List  of  Offensive  Trades : 

Rag  sorting  3 

Soap  boiling  2 

Fat  melting  2 

Dust  and  Effluvia  from  Factories,  etc. 

During  the  year  179  visits  were  made  to  premises  of  various  kinds 
to  investigate  complaints  concerning  the  alleged  emission  of  dust  and 
effluvia,  mainly  from  factory  processes. 

A fall-out  of  oil  droplets  over  a wide  area  from  the  Linacre  Gas 
Works  caused  damage  to  the  paintwork  of  nearby  buildings  and  motor 
cars.  The  cause  was  traced  to  recently  installed  gas  reformers.  Officials 
of  the  Gas  Board  were  notified  and  they  took  immediate  steps  to  prevent 
a recurrence  of  the  nuisance. 
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A justifiable  complaint  was  received  concerning  the  emission  of  dust 
from  a factory  where  animal  feeding  stuffs  are  manufactured.  The  cause 
was  traced  to  defective  plant  and  carelessness  in  the  loading  of  vehicles 
which  allowed  excessive  amounts  of  dust  to  escape  into  the  atmosphere. 
As  a result  of  discussions  with  the  management  the  defective  plant  was 
repaired,  ‘sleeves’  were  provided  at  bulk -loading  points,  and  arrange- 
ments were  made  to  ensure  the  frequent  removal  of  spillage  from  the 
factory  floor.  No  further  complaints  have  been  received. 

Dust  from  stock  piles  of  coke,  coal,  and  stocks  of  aggregate  during 
dry,  windy  weather  gave  rise  to  a number  of  complaints.  In  some  cases 
the  removal  of  the  stock  pile  to  a more  sheltered  site  alleviated  the 
nuisance,  and  in  other  cases  the  installation  of  water  sprays  fixed  at 
strategic  points  helped  to  some  extent  to  dampen  down  the  dust. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

During  the  year  38  complaints  were  received  concerning  alleged 
nuisances  from  excessive  noise  and  vibration,  mainly  from  factory 
sources. 

Altogether,  103  visits  of  investigation  were  made  and  the  majority 
of  the  complaints  were  found  to  be  justified. 

It  must  be  accepted  that  a certain  level  of  background  noise  is 
inevitable  in  this  mechanical  age,  but  nevertheless,  there  are  many 
instances  where  excessive  noise  is  created  as  a result  of  the  lack  of 
consideration  for  other  people,  or  as  a result  of  sheer  carelessness. 

The  most  common  causes  of  complaints  were  traced  to  faulty 
compressors,  exhaust  systems,  and  exceptionally  late  overtime  work. 
Generally  speaking,  factory  managements  have  co-operated  fully  in 
dealing  with  complaints  of  excessive  or  unnecessary  noise. 

Noise  nuisances  from  domestic  sources  are  more  difficult  to  resolve. 
In  one  extreme  case,  a family  exposed  to  noise  nuisance,  caused  by  their 
next  door  neighbour,  intended  to  leave  the  house  they  have  occupied  for 
many  years,  as  they  feel  this  is  the  only  effective  solution  to  the  problem. 

Two  public  health  inspectors  attended  a six  weeks  Post  Advanced 
Course  in  Noise  Abatement  at  the  Liverpool  College  of  Building  and 
Technology.  Altogether,  four  public  health  inspectors  have  attended 
approved  courses  on  Noise  Abatement. 

In  an  effort  to  promote  higher  standards  of  public  behaviour  in  the 
matter  of  noise,  posters  were  displayed  in  public  places,  factories,  shops 
and  other  business  premises. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY 
PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

NARRATIVE  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
31st  DECEMBER,  1967 
Registration  and  Inspection 

During  the  year  25  offices  were  registered,  12  offices  were  deleted 
and  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  offices  increased  by  238. 

There  has  been  a reduction  in  the  number  of  retail  shops  registered 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  has  been  caused  by  the  demolition  of  shops 
in  the  town  centre  to  make  way  for  a new  central  shopping  area  which  is 
now  in  course  of  construction. 

There  is  a considerable  amount  of  office  and  shop  development 
currently  in  progress  in  Bootle,  and  much  importance  is  attached  to  the 
careful  scrutiny  of  all  plans  of  such  development  in  order  to  ensure  that 
the  main  provisions  of  the  Act  will  be  complied  with  when  building  is 
complete,  particularly  as  regards  heating,  ventilation,  lighting,  sanitary 
conveniences,  washing  facilities  and  accommodation  for  clothing.  It 
should  be  emphasized  that  perusal  of  plans  and  the  making  of 
recommendations  at  an  early  stage  is  also  in  the  interests  of  the  developer 
as  amendments  to  plans  very  often  result  in  savings  in  building  costs  in 
the  long  term,  for  example,  by  obviating  the  need  for  structural  alteration, 
or  additions,  after  the  building  is  complete. 

Operation  of  The  General  Provisions  of  the  Act 

No  great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  this  sphere  during  the 
year.  An  analysis  of  the  contraventions  shows  that  the  greatest  number 
of  contraventions  concerned  Section  4 (Cleanliness),  Section  16  (Floors, 
passages  and  stairs).  Section  10  (Washing  facilities),  and  Section  9 
(Sanitary  conveniences)  in  that  order  of  magnitude. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  type  and  number  of  contraventions 


found  during  the  year. 

Lack  of  cleanliness 59 

Overcrowding 2 

Unsuitable  temperature  15 

Inadequate  ventilation 7 

Insufficient  lighting  ...  15 

Insufficient  or  unsuitable  sanitary  conveniences  25 

Insufficient  or  unsuitable  washing  facilities  ...  28 

Defective  floors,  passages  and  stairs 38 

Exposed  parts  of  machinery 2 

Insufficient  first-aid  equipment  18 

Lack  of  clothing  accommodation  3 

Lack  of  facilities  for  taking  meals 2 

Inadequate  seating  facilities 1 

Miscellaneous 9 
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Accidents 

During  the  year  48  accidents  were  notified  on  Form  OSR.  2.  The 
persons  injured  were  21  men,  24  women,  2 girls  and  1 boy. 

The  majority  of  accidents  occurred  in  wholesale  warehouses  (19), 
closely  followed  by  retail  shops  (17).  Catering  establishments  accounted 
for  7 and  the  remaining  5 occurred  in  offices. 

More  accidents  were  reported  from  falls  than  from  any  other  single 
cause  (19). 

In  ten  cases  the  injured  person  was  handling  goods,  and  one  person 
was  struck  by  a falling  object;  four  people  were  injured  while  using  hand 
tools;  four  were  injured  by  stepping  on  or  against  an  object;  four  cases 
involved  some  form  of  transport,  and  six  were  unclassified. 

Prosecutions 

There  were  no  prosecutions  during  the  year. 
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STATISTICAL  DATA 
Table  A 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTION 


Class  of  Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 
premises 
newly 
registered 
during  the 
year 
(2) 

Total 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year 
(3) 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving 
one  or  more 
general 
inspections 
during  the 
year 
(4) 

Offices  

25 

221 

104 

Retail  shops  

16 

400 

56 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

7 

47 

22 

public,  canteens  

2 

61 

9 

Fuel  storage  depots  

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  

50 

729 

191 

Table  B 

NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  (INCLUDING  GENERAL 
INSPECTIONS)  TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

970 


Table  C 

ANALYSIS  BY  WORKPLACE  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  AT  END  OF  YEAR 


Number  of  persons 

Class  of  Workplace 

employed 

Offices  

2,556 

Retail  shops  

1,354 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

781 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

521 

Canteens 

55 

Fuel  Storage  depots  

Nil 

Total  

5,267 

Total  Males  

2,186 

Total  Females  

3,081 

Table  F — Staff 

No.  of  inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52(1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act  ...  9 

No.  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their  time  on  work  in 
connection  with  the  Act  


1 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

There  are  four  stations  established  in  the  Borough  for  measuring 
and  recording  atmospheric  pollution  at  selected  sites  as  follows : — 

1.  Civil  Defence  Station,  Knowsley  Road — 

(a)  Standard  deposit  gauge; 

(b)  Smoke  filter  and  volumetric  apparatus  for  the  measurement  of 
smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide. 

2.  Grammar  School,  Netherton — 

(a)  Standard  deposit  gauge; 

(b)  Semi-automatic  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  “multiport”  8 port 
valve  sequential  sampler. 

3.  ^Health  Department,  Trinity  Road 

(a)  Smoke  filter  and  volumetric  apparatus  for  the  measurement  of 
smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide. 

*This  station  was  re -sited  at  Balliol  House  in  the  new  office 
accommodation  in  May  and  has  been  renamed  Bootle  No.  6. 
During  the  move  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  replace  the  single 
recorder  with  a semi-automatic  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  “multi- 
port”  8 port  valve  sequential  sampler. 

4.  St.  George  of  England  School,  Fernhill  Road — 

(a)  Smoke  filter  and  volumetric  apparatus  for  the  measurement  of 
smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide. 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

The  Bootle  (Netherton)  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  8 came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  November,  1967,  after  being  deferred  from  the  1st 
July,  1967,  owing  to  unforseen  circumstances. 

This  area  comprises  451  Corporation  houses  and  one  private  house. 
The  Council  again  offered  their  tenants  a choice  between  a gas  fire  with 
an  electric  immersion  heater  for  hot  water,  and  a solid  fuel  room  heater 
(closed  stove). 

The  trend  towards  gas  as  a means  of  heating  still  continues,  out  of 
the  451  dwellings,  175  chose  gas  whilst  114  chose  solid  fuel  with  the 
remainder  either  all  electric  or  using  premium  solid  smokeless  fuel  on 
their  existing  appliances. 

The  operation  of  this  Area  now  means  that  the  whole  of  the 
Netherton  area  is  covered  by  Smoke  Control  Areas  and  represents  over 
one  third  of  the  acreage  of  the  County  Borough,  and  comprising  more 
than  6,000  dwellings. 

Exhibitions 

A static  Exhibition  in  the  form  of  a demonstration  house,  situated 
at  2 Captains  Close  in  Smoke  Control  Area  No.  8,  was  opened  by  His 
Worship  the  Mayor,  Alderman  J.  Grimley,  on  the  25th  January. 
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The  Exhibition  was  open  daily  from  2 to  8 p.m.,  from  the  25th  to 
the  31st  January  inclusive,  and  was  very  well  attended.  The  object  of 
the  Exhibition  was  to  demonstrate  the  correct  use  of  the  appliances  and 
to  give  advice  and  information  in  general  on  Smoke  Control  Areas.  A 
number  of  tenants  took  the  opportunity  of  having  part  central  heating 
systems  installed  using  the  solid  fuel  room  heaters  as  the  source  of  heat. 

Smokeless  Fuel  Tests 

The  number  of  home  demonstrations  in  the  correct  use  of  their 
appliances  to  burn  Smokeless  fuels  is  decreasing  each  year,  presumably 
because  the  use  of  smokeless  fuels  is  now  commonplace,  and  the  more 
efficient  types  of  appliances  now  being  installed  render  it  easier  for  the 
tenants  to  control  these  fires. 

Industrial  and  Commercial  Premises 

Altogether  155  visits  were  made  to  industrial  and  commercial 
premises  in  connection  with  the  Clean  Air  Act.  In  7 cases  plans  and 
specifications  of  new  furnaces  were  submitted  in  accordance  with  Section 
3(2)  of  the  Act,  all  of  which  were  approved  by  the  Council.  In  addition 
5 notifications  of  intention  to  install  were  received  under  Section  3(3)  of 
the  Act. 

Chimney  Heights  (Section  10) 

Altogether  12  plans  showing  new  chimneys  to  be  erected  were 
received  during  the  year  for  approval.  In  6 cases  amendments  to  the 
heights  of  the  chimneys  were  required  having  regard  to  the  recommend- 
ations contained  in  the  Memorandum  on  chimney  heights.  These 
amendments  were  carried  out  in  all  cases  and  the  12  applications  were 
approved  by  the  Council. 

Dark  and  Black  Smoke 

There  were  19  contraventions  of  Section  1 of  the  Act,  but  legal 
proceedings  were  not  considered  necessary  because  in  all  cases  the 
contraventions  were  remedied  immediately  following  visits  by  the  Smoke 
Inspector. 
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GENERAL 

The  Nightdresses  (Safety)  Regulations,  1967 

During  the  year  40  visits  were  made  to  shops  within  the  Borough  where 
children’s  nightdresses  are  offered  for  sale. 

In  3 cases  garments  were  sold  which  did  not  comply  with  the 
Regulations.  Warnings  were  given  regarding  these  sales  and  as  a result 
labels  were  obtained  from  the  suppliers  and  fixed  to  the  garments. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  within  the  County 
Borough. 

Prosecutions  for  Non-abatement  of  Nuisances — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93 

Prosecutions  have  been  reduced  to  a minimum  by  personal  contact 
and  also  by  the  Corporation  carrying  out  the  work  in  default,  as  provided 
by  statute. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  for  non-abatement  of  sanitary  nuisances 
during  the  year. 

Disinfestation 

The  household  effects  of  all  persons  living  in  houses  which  have  been 
dealt  with  by  way  of  slum  clearance  and  re-development  are  disinfested 
before  removal  to  new  Corporation  houses.  In  the  past,  household  effects 
were  treated  with  cyanide,  but  this  method  proved  too  slow  to  keep  pace 
with  the  speed  with  which  the  slum  clearance  programme  was  proceeding. 
The  present  method  consists  of  spraying  the  entire  house  and  its  contents 
with  an  insecticide  before  removal.  The  spraying  of  the  condemned  houses 
is  a precautionary  measure  to  protect  the  demolition  workers  from  the 
possibility  of  becoming  infested  with  vermin.  In  addition,  the  new  house 
is  also  sprayed  to  assist  in  preventing  re-infestation,  at  least  for  an  appre- 
ciable time.  The  cost  of  treatment  and  removal  is  borne  by  the  Cor- 
poration. 

It  is  now  possible  to  treat  and  remove  the  household  effects  of  25  to 
30  families  a week  as  against  5 families  under  the  old  method  of  cyanide. 
The  advantages  of  the  new  method  are  the  elimination  of  the  very  real 
danger  to  human  life;  the  saving  in  the  actual  cost  of  disinfestation; 
increased  revenue  from  rents  of  Corporation  houses  which  would  otherwise 
be  left  empty  for  longer  periods. 

During  the  year  the  household  effects  of  1 15  families  and  their  houses 
have  been  treated  under  the  new  method. 

294  houses  and  the  public  baths  were  treated  for  cockroach 
infestation. 
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Special  steps  have  been  taken  with  regard  to  certain  pests,  including 
ants,  bed  bugs,  house  flies  and  lice.  This  service  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  local  authority  at  a nominal  fee,  the  occupiers  being  only  too  happy  to 
have  the  pests  removed,  and  109  occupiers  have  paid  to  have  their 
premises  disinfested. 

Canal  Boats 

There  were  no  inspections  of  canal  boats  on  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
Canal  within  the  Borough.  Bootle  is  not  a registration  authority. 

Stables 

There  is  now  only  one  stable  in  the  Borough. 

Exhumations 

There  were  no  exhumations  during  the  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  are  6 pet  shops  in  the  area,  for  which  licences  were  issued 
during  the  year  and  1 1 visits  were  made  to  this  type  of  premises. 

Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1939 — Section  115 

It  is  necessary  for  any  persons  intending  to  sell  any  meat,  or  meat 
food  product,  or  fish  or  fruit  or  vegetables,  from  any  cart,  barrow  or  other 
vehicle,  to  be  registered  with  the  Corporation  in  accordance  with  the 
above  enactment. 

Prior  to  registration,  all  mobile  shops  and  similar  vehicles  are  sub- 
jected to  a careful  inspection  and  advice  is  given  to  the  applicant  on  the 
principles  of  food  hygiene  generally.  A total  number  of  129  such  inspec- 
tions were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Pigeons 

During  the  year  120  visits  were  made  concerning  nuisances  caused 
by  feral  pigeons  on  domestic  and  commercial  buildings. 

Appropriate  action  was  taken  within  the  scope  of  Section  41  of  the 
Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1959.  Most  of  the  visits  to  domestic  premises 
have  to  be  made  during  the  hours  of  darkness  when  birds  are  roosting. 
The  use  of  traps  is  still  proving  to  be  effective,  although  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  find  a suitable  site  that  is  out  of  reach  of  vandals.  Several 
traps  were  broken  or  stolen. 
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Infectious  disease 

There  were  60  cases  of  infectious  disease  investigated  other  than 
tuberculosis,  and  disinfections  were  carried  out  in  12  cases. 

In  dealing  with  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  special  investigations 
were  carried  out  in  the  homes  of  food  handlers,  including  the  obtaining  of 
specimens  of  faeces  for  bacteriological  examination,  in  order  to  detect 
any  possible  carriers  of  disease  in  their  families. 

The  local  authority  is  responsible  for  the  removal  of  all  cases  of 
infectious  disease  landed  from  ships  in  Bootle  Docks. 


Water  Supply 

The  County  Borough  of  Bootle  is  supplied  with  water  by  the 
Liverpool  Corporation,  the  source  being  upland  surfaces  in  North  Wales 
and  Lancashire.  The  water  supply  throughout  the  year  has  been 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity  in  all  parts  of  the  town. 

All  dweUinghouses  within  the  Borough  are  supplied  with  water  from 
the  public  mains  direct  to  the  houses. 

The  report  of  the  Water  Engineer,  City  of  Liverpool,  J.  H.  T.  Stilgoe, 
M.I.C.E.,  M.I.W.E.,  has  not  been  received,  but  will  be  included  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1968. 


Underground  Water  Supplies 

There  are  8 boreholes  situated  in  the  Borough,  6 of  which  are  in 
constant  use;  the  water  is  used  for  industrial  purposes  only,  although  the 
quality  is  good  and  quite  suitable  for  drinking. 

The  depths  vary  between  250  ft.  and  600  ft.  yielding  supplies  from 
3,000  to  6,000  gallons  per  hour. 

The  pH  values  are  from  7.2  to  7.7. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Borough  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information: 

The  disposal  of  sewage  for  the  major  part  of  the  Borough  is  by  direct 
discharge  to  the  tidal  waters  of  the  River  Mersey  through  a number  of 
outfalls  in  the  Dock  Estate.  These  sewerage  facilities  are  adequate.  The 
drainage  of  the  north  east  area  of  the  Borough  is  to  West  Lancashire 
Rural  District  Council’s  Homer  Green  Sewage  Works.  The  West  Lanca- 
shire Rural  District  Council  have  a scheme  awaiting  Ministry  approval 
for  the  relief  of  their  trunk  sewer  and  the  Homer  Green  Sewage  Works. 
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Public  Swimming  Baths 

There  is  one  Public  Swimming  Bath  at  Balliol  Road  containing  two 
Swimming  Pools  100  feet  x 30  feet  and  60  feet  x 20  feet  respectively. 

Sea  water  from  the  River  Mersey  is  used  for  filling,  and  the  filtration 
and  chlorination  plants  operate  at  a four-hourly  turnover.  Several 
checks  of  the  chlorination  content  and  pH  value  are  made  daily  by  the 
Baths  Superintendent  when  the  Swimming  Pools  are  in  use. 

18  samples  of  the  water  from  the  Swimming  Pools  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  Baths  were  closed  for  extensive  alterations 
resulting  in  a reduction  of  the  number  of  samples  taken. 

Hairdresser  and  Barbers 

Section  96  of  the  Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1959,  provides  that  any 
person  carrying  on  the  business  of  hairdresser  or  barber  shall  be  registered 
by  the  Corporation  and  the  premises  shall  be  so  registered.  The  Corpora- 
tion has  made  bye-laws  to  secure  the  cleanliness  of  premises  registered 
under  this  section  and  of  the  instruments,  towels  and  equipment  used 
therein;  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  persons  employed  in  such  premises  in 
regard  to  both  themselves  and  their  clothing.  There  are  57  registered 
premises  and  48  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 


Caravan  Dwellings 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  dwellers  situated  within  the  Borough, 
nor  are  there  any  sites  for  this  purpose.  Periodically  fun  fairs  visit  the 
parks  and  one  other  site,  but  as  they  are  subject  to  special  exemption, 
licensing  is  not  required. 

Rodent  Control — The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

There  are  four  permanent  rodent  operators  engaged  in  carrying  out 
duties  under  the  above  mentioned  enactment. 

The  staff  are  carrying  out  continuous  visitations  to  premises  in  the 
Borough,  and  all  factors  giving  rise  to  infestation  are  dealt  with  imme- 
diately. Many  cases  necessitate  the  taking  up  of  floors,  yard  surfaces  and 
passages,  leading  in  some  cases  to  extensive  drainage  repairs  and  rein- 
statement. 

Systematic  inspection  of  private  dwelling  houses  continued  and 
during  the  year  6,442  were  inspected  and  re -inspected,  994  were  found 
to  be  infested,  216  by  rats  and  778  by  mice. 

(1)  Inspection  of  Lands  and  Buildings — There  were  4,198  inspections  of 
land  and  buildings,  comprising  food  shops,  retail  shops,  factories,  ware- 
houses, schools,  offices  and  cold  stores.  331  of  these  premises  were  found 
to  be  infested,  71  by  rats  and  260  by  mice.  The  staff  treated  all  of  these 
infestations. 
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(2)  Sewer  Treatment — During  the  year  the  sewers  were  again  treated 
with  fluoracetamide  for  rodent  control,  only  one  visit  was  made  to  each 
manhole.  This  was  possible  because  the  high  percentage  of  clearance 
achieved  with  fluoracetamide  in  previous  years  made  it  unnecessary  to 
pay  more  than  one  visit  to  each  manhole.  This  has  had  the  effect  of 
greatly  reducing  the  cost  of  the  treatment  of  the  sewers  for  rodent  control. 
Altogether  2,851  manholes  were  treated  in  this  way. 

(3)  Demolition  Sites — The  control  of  rats  from  sewers  and  drains  during 
the  demolition  of  Clearance  Areas  subject  to  Clearance  Orders  has  been 
given  special  consideration,  so  as  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  any  new 
building  or  adjacent  property  from  becoming  infested. 

All  owners  of  the  properties  concerned  are  requested,  in  writing,  to 
inform  the  Health  Department  of  the  proposed  date  of  demolition,  and 
they  are  also  informed  of  the  Department’s  requirements  as  to  the  sealing 
of  the  drains.  Before  the  drains  are  sealed,  each  drain  inlet  is  baited  with 
a rodenticide,  and  the  actual  sealing  of  the  drains  is  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  a Public  Health  Inspector;  394  drains  were  sealed  in  this 
manner. 


Rabbits 

Melling  Tip  and  the  Whabbs  Tip  were  treated  by  the  staff  for  rabbit 
infestations. 


Public  Conveniences 

There  are  16  public  conveniences  under  the  supervision  of  the  depart- 
ment; all  of  these  provide  for  males  and  six  of  them  also  make  provision 
for  females. 

The  public  convenience  staff  consists  of  4 men  and  3 women.  They 
cleanse  every  public  convenience  at  least  twice  a day,  and  in  special  cases 
three  times  a day.  Their  work  was  made  more  difficult  by  the  ever 
increasing  amount  of  vandalism  which  took  place  almost  continually 
throughout  the  year,  necessitating  the  closing  down  of  conveniences  for 
short  periods  to  enable  repair  works  to  be  carried  out.  One  convenience 
was  so  badly  damaged  it  remained  closed  throughout  the  whole  year. 
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HOUSING 

The  provision  of  adequate  housing  accommodation  still  remains  one 
of  the  most  pressing  needs  of  the  Borough.  The  following  information 
relating  to  applications  for  the  tenancy  of  Corporation  houses  up  to 
31st  December,  1967  has  been  supplied  by  the  Housing  Manager. 

No.  of  applicants  living  in  rooms  inside  the  Borough...  1,277 


do.  outside  do.  ...  298 

Total  No.  of  applicants  living  in  rooms  1,575 

No.  of  applicants  who  are  householders  inside  the 

Borough  1,115 

No.  of  applicants  who  are  householders  outside  the 

Borough  200 

Total  No.  of  applicants  who  are  householders  ...  1,315 

Total  No.  of  applicants 2,890 


The  total  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  increased  during 
1967  by  71,  the  total  at  the  end  of  1966  being  2,819. 

The  Borough  Architect  has  supplied  the  following  information 


relating  to  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

1 . Number  of  Dwellings  erected 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

One  Bedroom  dwellings  24 

Two  Bedroom  dwellings  Nil 

Three  Bedroom  dwellings 246 

Four  Bedroom  dwellings  32 


Total  ...  302 

(b)  By  other  Authorities  Nil 

(c)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  31 


Total  ...  333 

2.  Number  of  Dwellings  demolished 


(a)  By  Local  Authority  41 

(b)  By  other  Authorities  140 

(c)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  3 

Total  ...  184 
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Slum  Oearance 


SUMMARY  OF  SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRESS 


Year 

No.  of 
CO.’S 

No.  of 
C.P.O.’s 

No.  of 
dwelling- 
houses 

No.  of  per- 
sons to  be 
displaced 

No.  of 
persons 
displaced 

No.  of 
houses 
demolished 

1951  ... 

1952  ... 

1953  ... 

1 

— 

33 

189 

— 

— 

— 

1 

83 

383 

292 

33 

1954  ... 

— 

1 

70 

294 

222 

12 

1955  ... 

5 

1 

122 

574 

258 

68 

1956  ... 

1 

2 

458 

1725 

654 

134 

1957  ... 

1 

1 

10 

44 

779 

207 

1958  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1066 

251 

1959  ... 

— 

2 

176 

797 

1 

54 

1960  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

703 

26 

1961 

2 

— 

6 

11 

72 

130 

1962  ... 

4 

— 

21 

112 

50 

27 

1963  ... 

1 

3 

378 

1651 

331 

73 

1964  ... 

— 

2 

10 

45 

756 

14 

1965  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

770 

290 

1966  ... 

— 

2 

123 

720 

144 

83 

1967  ... 

— 

2 

220 

892 

— 

1 

Totals 

15 

17 

1710 

7437 

6098 

1403 

SUMMARY  OF  SLUM  CLEARANCE  OTHER  THAN  BY 
CLEARANCE  ORDER  OR  COMPULSORY  PURCHASE  ORDER 


Year 

Closing 

Orders 

Certs  of 
Unfitness 

Informal 

Action 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

No.  of 
persons 
displaced 

No.  of 
houses 
demolished 

1951/65 

10 

15 

28 

53 

178 

34 

1966 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

1967 

3 

— 

— 

2 

20 

— 

Totals 

14 

15 

28 

55 

201 

39 
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Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 

Two  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  made  during  the  year: — 

1.  The  Bootle  (Bootle  Village  Housing  No.  2)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1967,  comprising  the  Bootle  (Bootle  Village  Nos.  5,  6,  7, 
8 and  9)  Clearance  Areas,  and  containing  73  dwellings  occupied 
by  81  families — 196  adults  and  48  children. 

2.  The  Bootle  (Berry  Street  Housing  No.  2)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1967,  comprising  the  Bootle  (Berry  Street  Nos.  3,  4,  5 
and  6)  Clearance  Areas  and  containing  147  houses,  occupied  by 
181  families — 509  adults  and  139  children. 

Closing  Orders 

Closing  Orders  were  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  in  respect 
of  two  houses,  and  part  of  another  one.  The  occupants  consisted  of 
three  families,  comprising  20  persons,  and  they  were  rehoused  by  the 
Corporation. 

Public  Inquiries 

As  the  result  of  objections  to  the  Bootle  (Bootle  Village  Housing  No. 
2)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1967,  and  the  Bootle  (Berry  Street 
Housing  No.  2)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1967,  Public  Inquiries  were 
held.  The  first  Order  has  now  been  confirmed  with  modification,  while 
the  decision  of  the  Minister  is  awaited  in  respect  of  the  latter. 

Improvement  of  Dwelling  Houses 

The  improvement  of  the  dwellings  in  the  ‘Klondyke’  Area  continues 
and  393  houses  in  all  have  now  been  improved  since  the  scheme 
commenced.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  remaining  houses  will  have  been 
improved  by  the  end  of  1968. 

Redevelopment 

The  site  of  the  present  phase  of  the  Comprehensive  Development 
Area  has  now  been  virtually  cleared  of  dwellings,  the  remaining  29 
families  being  rehoused  during  the  year. 


Vandalism  in  Areas  affected  by  Demolition 

Vandalism  is  so  prevalent  that  constant  efforts  must  be  made  to 
combat  it  so  as  to  ensure  that  conditions  in  the  Area  remain  tolerable 
for  those  residents  awaiting  rehousing.  As  the  main  reason  for  the 
vandalism  is  to  acquire  commodities  of  value,  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  anything  of  value  to  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  house  is  vacated, 
and  for  the  Litter  Patrol  to  remove  any  unwanted  furniture,  bedding, 
etc.;  after  which  the  vacant  dwelling  can  be  boarded  up.  Daily  visits  are 
made  to  the  Area  to  ensure  that  all  vacated  premises  are  kept  sealed. 

In  addition  it  has  been  found  advisable  to  step  up  the  cleansing  and 
scavenging  in  the  Area,  and  to  ensure  that  street  lighting  is  maintained. 
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Rent  Act,  1957 

Part  I 

No.  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  3 

No.  of  decisions  not  to  issue  Certificates  of 

Disrepair  Nil 

No.  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects...  2 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects 1 

No.  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule 3 

No.  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 
under  proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First 
Schedule  Nil 

No.  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued Nil 

Part  II 

Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority 

for  cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  2 

Objections  by  tenants  to  Cancellation  of  Certi- 
ficates of  Disrepair  Nil 

Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in 

spite  of  tenant’s  objection Nil 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  ...  2 

Part  III 

Applications  for  Certificates  under  paragraph 
8(2)  of  the  First  Schedule 

(a)  by  tenants  Nil 

(b)  by  owners  1 

Applications  Granted 

(a)  tenants Nil 

(b)  owners 1 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

No.  of  houses  visited  and  revisited  262 

No.  of  houses  found  to  be  in  multiple  occupation  106 

No.  of  houses  requiring  application  of  Manage- 
ment Code  (Section  12)  Nil 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  requiring  addi- 
tional facilities  (Section  15) Nil 

No.  of  references  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  re 
provision  of  means  of  escape  from  Fire 
(Section  16) 
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Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

County  Court  Proceedings — Work  in  Default 

Judgment  was  obtained  against  one  owner  for  £83  7s.  5d.,  the  cost 
of  the  work  in  default  and  interest  thereon,  and  the  costs  of  the 
proceedings. 

The  Bootle  (Brook  Road  Housing  No.  1)  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1966,  has  now  been  confirmed  and,  when  dealt  with,  the  problems 
related  to  this  type  of  house  will,  for  the  greater  part,  be  eliminated. 


Special  Applications  for  Rehousing 

During  the  year,  54  reports  were  made  for  consideration  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  connection  with  applications  for  priority 
in  rehousing.  Besides  being  overcrowded,  many  cases  had  a record  of 
chronic  infection  or  other  serious  illness. 


Municipal  Houses 

On  a change  of  tenancy,  all  municipal  houses  are  inspected,  and 
during  the  year  838  houses  have  been  so  visited.  Of  these,  433  were 
vacant  at  the  time  of  visit  and  433  habitation  certificates  were  issued  after 
treatment  or  repair  of  the  premises. 


INFANT  MORTALITY,  1967.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
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Table  of  Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods  of  life  during  the  Year  1967. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BOOTLE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
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Principal  School  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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FOREWORD 


School  Health  Department, 

Balliol  House, 

Stanley  Precinct, 
Balliol  Road, 
Bootle,  20. 
July,  1968. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  sixtieth  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  School  Health  Service  in  Bootle. 

As  in  previous  years  there  has  been  a number  of  staff  changes  during 
the  year.  Although  advertised  locally  and  nationally  no  applications  were 
received  for  one  of  the  two  full-time  school  medical  officer  posts  which 
remained  vacant  throughout  the  year.  The  routine  work  of  the  department 
continued  however  with  the  assistance  of  general  practitioners  working  on 
a part-time  locum  basis. 

In  the  School  Dental  Service  I am  glad  to  report  a full  establishment 
of  dental  officers  in  post  for  the  full  year,  the  benefits  of  which  are  re- 
flected in  the  statistics  shown  later  in  the  report.  In  fact,  8,979  children 
compared  with  6,302  received  a first  dental  inspection  and  on  4,795 
occasions,  compared  with  3,676  during  the  previous  year,  children 
attended  for  treatment.  The  shortage  of  dental  manpower  in  the  service 
continues,  however,  and  Bootle  school  children  can  only  have  their  teeth 
inspected  every  two  or  three  years.  Much  of  the  irrepairable  damage 
to  teeth  which  results  could  be  prevented  by  fluoridation  of  the  public 
water  supplies,  a process  favoured  by  the  Borough  Council,  but  on  which 
there  is  not  general  agreement  in  the  area. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  organisation  of  the  School  Medical 
Service  during  the  year  and  details  of  the  work  are  contained  in  the  body 
of  the  report.  A few  brief  comments  may  be  made  on  some  of  the  statistics 
reported. 

During  the  year,  4,969  routine  school  medical  examinations  were 
carried  out;  of  these  3 children  or  0.06%  were  classified  as  of  poor  general 
condition  as  compared  with  6 or  0.13%  of  those  examined  in  the  previous 
year.  These  figures  show  that  the  improvement  in  the  physical  condition 
of  children  which  has  occurred  in  past  years  is  continuing. 

There  has  been  a slight  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  verminous 
infestation  of  the  hair,  2.0%  of  all  heads  inspected  being  found  to  be 
verminous  compared  with  2.2  % the  previous  year.  Similarly  with  scabies 
there  has  been  a reduction  from  90  cases  in  1966  to  78  cases  in  1967. 
The  need  for  continuing  vigilance  and  health  education  in  these  two 
conditions  remains. 
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No  school  department  was  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of 
infectious  disease.  Compared  with  the  previous  year  the  number  of  cases 
notified  were: — Measles  151,  an  increase  of  118;  Whooping  Cough  18, 
an  increase  of  8;  Scarlet  Fever  9,  a decrease  of  4;  and  dysentery  1,  a 
decrease  of  3 from  the  previous  year.  No  cases  of  diphtheria,  pneumonia, 
food  poisoning,  poliomyelitis  or  tuberculosis  were  reported  amongst 
school  children  during  the  year.  A primary  course  of  immunisation 
against  poliomyelitis  was  given  to  356  children  and  a further  696  had 
booster  doses.  The  corresponding  figures  for  diphtheria  and  tetanus 
combined  vaccine  were  345  primary  courses  and  705  boosters.  The  value 
of  immunisation  against  infectious  diseases  cannot  be  overstated  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  report  that  parents  are  becoming  more  disposed  to  accept  the 
benefits  of  them.  This  is  well  illustrated  in  the  acceptance  rate  for  B.C.G. 
vaccination  which  was  80%  in  1963,  82%  in  1964,  83%  in  1965,  88%  in 
1966,  and  89%  this  year. 

During  the  autumn  my  attention  was  drawn  to  an  outbreak  of 
infective  hepatitis  by  a family  doctor  who  was  treating  five  cases  in  the 
one  family.  Following  investigations  and  a request  to  all  family  doctors 
in  the  Borough  to  notify  the  disease  on  a voluntary  basis  it  was  found  that 
at  least  84  cases  occurred  among  School  children  during  the  year  and  a 
seven  year  old  child  died  of  the  disease.  Every  known  case  was  investigated 
and  although  no  pattern  of  spread  of  the  disease  could  be  determined 
the  public  health  inspectors  visited  each  home  giving  advice  on  hygiene 
to  the  parents  and  leaving  a leaflet  containing  further  information  on  the 
disease.  The  prevention  of  this  disease  is  a matter  of  maintaining  high 
standards  of  personal  hygiene  at  school  and  at  home  showing  once  again 
the  need  for  continuing  vigilance  and  health  education. 

As  in  previous  years,  close  co-operation  was  maintained  between 
the  School  Health  Service,  the  Family  Doctor  Service,  and  the  specialist 
services  of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

In  submitting  this  report,  I would  like  to  acknowledge  my  indebted- 
ness to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Special  Services  (Education) 
Sub-Committee  for  their  interest  in  the  School  Health  Service;  to  the 
Director  of  Education  and  his  staff;  the  teachers  of  the  Borough;  and  the 
staff  of  my  Department  for  their  willing  help  and  co-operation  throughout 
the  year. 

GEORGE  T.  MacCULLOCH, 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 


COURSES  ATTENDED  DURING  1967 

Dr.  B.  Hughes  Part  2.  Course  on  the  Ascertainment  of  Educationally 
Subnormal  children  at  the  University  of  Leeds.  24th- 
28th  April,  1967. 

Mrs.  Healey  School  Nurse.  St.  Catherine’s  College,  Liverpool. 

Autumn  School  September  4th-15th,  1967.  Social 
Background  to  Health. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BOOTLE 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL 

OFFICER  FOR  1967 


Area  of  Bootle  in  acres  (exclusive  of  river  bed) — 3,054. 

Population  of  Borough — Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  at 
30th  June,  1967 — 81,290. 

C — School  Attendance.  The  following  statement  records  the  attend- 
ance position  in  January,  1968,  and  shows  a decrease  of  60  on  the 
combined  rolls  of  the  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year.  There  were  also  118  children  on  the  roll  of  St.  Paul’s 
School  for  educationally  subnormal  pupils. 


Primary  Schools — 
County 
Voluntary 


Secondary  Schools — 
County 
Voluntary 


St  Paul's  School  {all  ages) 

Number  on  Rolls  (all  schools)  ... 


Number 

No. 

on  Rolls 

Average 

Attendance 

17  ... 

3911 

...  3510 

21  ... 

5774 

...  5223 

38  ... 

9685 

...  8733 

8 ... 

. 3366 

...  3062 

7 ... 

2832 

...  2540 

15 

6198 

5602 

1 .. 

118 

105 

16001 


Cost.  The  rateable  value  of  the  Borough  as  at  1st  April,  1967,  was 
£2,744,570. 

The  gross  cost  of  medical  inspection  and  treatment  for  the  twelve 
months  ended  March  31st,  1967,  was  £33,424  compared  with  £30,836  for 
the  preceding  year.  Sundry  receipts  totalled  £1,360  compared  with  £1,150 
for  the  preceding  year.  The  net  cost  per  child  based  on  the  number  on 
the  school  rolls  was  £1  19s.  lid.,  and  the  net  cost  in  terms  of  a penny 
rate  was  3.31d. 
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D— MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 

A statistical  summary  of  the  findings  of  medical  inspection  and  of  the 
kind  of  treatment  required  will  be  obtained  in  the  Ministry  of  Education 
Returns  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

(1)  Periodic  Medical  Inspections.  The  periodic  medical  ins- 
pections of  school  children  in  the  three  age  groups  has  been  continued, 
and  during  the  year  the  number  of  inspections  totalled  4969.  The  number 
of  children  inspected  in  each  group  was  as  follows: — 

Entrants 1776 

Intermediate  1308 

Seniors 1762 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  on  a further  123  children 
outside  these  groups  and  included  the  children  attending  nursery  classes. 

The  system  of  periodic  medical  inspections  has  been  under  considera- 
tion for  a number  of  years.  Some  Authorities  have  adopted  a scheme 
giving  a full  medical  inspection  to  all  school  entrants  and  school  leavers 
but  at  the  intermediate  stage  pupils  for  full  medical  inspection  are  selected 
following  a questionnaire  to  parents  who  are  asked  to  record  the  child’s 
recent  illnesses  and  indicate  if  they  wish  an  examination  carried  out. 
Any  child  referred  by  a school  teacher  or  school  nurse  is  also  examined  at 
this  stage. 

This  scheme,  to  be  satisfactory,  necessitates  regular  visits  by  a 
medical  officer  to  the  schools  concerned.  It  is  difficult  to  maintain  this 
continuity  when  the  medical  officers  are  mainly  employed  on  a part-time 
basis.  The  parents  on  the  whole  welcome  the  routine  inspections  and  at 
the  intermediate  examination  there  is  the  opportunity  for  the  parents  to 
discuss  the  problems  of  the  young  people  before  they  embark  on  the 
stormy  stage  of  adolescence. 


(2)  Special  Examinations.  The  number  of  children  presented  for 
special  inspection  was  3,827  as  compared  with  4,054  in  the  preceding  year. 
Special  examinations  are  those  carried  out  at  the  request  of  a parent, 
teacher,  doctor,  nurse  or  other  person,  and  also  include  the  examination 
of  children  referred  for  the  following  reasons: — 


Fitness  for  employment  and  entertainment 102 

Ascertainment  of  educational  subnormality  ...  97 

Psychiatric  Assessment 18 

Freedom  from  Infection  214 

Boarding-out  examinations  36 


(3)  Re-examinations.  5,689  children,  who  following  examination 
either  in  school  or  at  the  clinic  were  referred  for  treatment  or  further 
examination  were  re-examined  during  the  year,  compared  with  5,685 
during  the  previous  year. 
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In  addition,  the  Director  of  Education  was  supplied  with  medical 
histories  of  7 juvenile  offenders.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  reports 
on  juvenile  offenders  in  the  last  three  years  is  due  to  the  fact  that  reports 
are  only  requested  on  those  offenders  v.'here  there  is  a question  of  medical 
responsibility  whereas  in  previous  years  a report  was  submitted  on  all 
offenders. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  these  reports  submitted 
during  the  past  five  years: — 


1967  7 

1966  19 

1965  40 

1964  129 

1963  136 

1962  239 


4— GENERAL  CONDITION 

It  will  be  noted  in  the  Department  of  Education  and  Science  Sta- 
tistical returns  Part  I table  A on  page  29  that  out  of  a total  of  4,969 
children  examined,  only  3 or  0.06  per  cent  were  grouped  as  in  unsatis- 
factory condition. 
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5— COMPARATIVE  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS 


YEAR 

BOYS 

Infants 

Primary 

Leavers 

Secondary 

Leavers 

Av.  Ht. 

Av.  Wt. 

Av.  Ht. 

Av.  Wt. 

Av.  Ht. 

Av.  Wt. 

cm. 

kg. 

cm. 

kg. 

cm. 

kg. 

1967 

111.7 

20.1 

138.3 

33.2 

163.1 

53.0 

1966 

111.1 

20.2 

137.4 

32.4 

161.4 

51.8 

1965 

110.7 

19.9 

137.1 

32.9 

161.3 

52.3 

1964 

110.6 

20.0 

132.4 

31.2 

160.4 

51.0 

1963 

110.3 

20.0 

136.7 

32.5 

159.4 

49.8 

1962 

110.7 

19.9 

138.3 

33.3 

159.7 

50.5 

1961 

112.2 

20.2 

139.0 

33.8 

156.2 

47.7 

1960 

112.6 

20.6 

139.5 

33.9 

157.4 

48.4 

1959 

112.0 

20.3 

139.4 

33.4 

160.4 

50.8 

GIRLS 

Primary 

Secondary 

YEAR 

Infants 

Leavers 

Leavers 

Av.  Ht. 

Av.  Wt. 

Av.  Ht. 

Av.  Wt. 

Av.  Ht. 

Av.  Wt. 

cm. 

kg. 

cm. 

kg. 

cm. 

kg. 

1967 

110.3 

19.4 

138.2 

33.9 

157.1 

52.1 

1966 

110.1 

19.6 

137.8 

33.3 

157.6 

52.7 

1965 

110.0 

19.5 

135.8 

32.5 

157.4 

52.4 

1964 

109.4 

19.3 

133.9 

32.4 

156.5 

51.5 

1963 

113.5 

20.0 

138.0 

32.0 

155.8 

50.1 

1962 

109.9 

19.5 

138.4 

33.3 

156.4 

51.7 

1961 

111.0 

19.2 

139.6 

34.4 

156.4 

50.1 

1960 

111.2 

19.8 

139.8 

34.7 

155.3 

49.9 

1959 

110.9 

19.6 

139.5 

33.5 

156.7 

50.7 
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6— CLEANLINESS 

The  total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  schools  by 
school  nurses  for  verminous  conditions  was  48,410,  and  there  were  984 
instances  in  which  the  children  were  noted  as  unclean. 

The  following  table  gives  the  comparable  figures  for  the  past  ten  years. 


Year 

Number  of  heads 
inspected 

Number  of  heads 
found  to  be 
unclean 

Mean  number 
on  school 
rolls 

1967 

48410 

984 

16005 

1966 

44414 

995 

16059 

1965 

43427 

612 

15800 

1964 

39517 

645 

15828 

1963 

41841 

682 

15591 

1962 

33683 

626 

15145 

1961 

38872 

1101 

15096 

1960 

40210 

797 

14769 

1959 

39105 

1029 

14625 

1958 

36088 

866 

14293 

In  the  majority  of  the  children  found  to  be  unclean  the  cause  was  nits 
in  their  hair.  When  a case  of  infestation  is  found,  a note  is  sent  to  the 
parents  with  instructions  on  how  to  cleanse  the  child’s  hair.  If  there  is 
no  improvement  with  treatment  or  the  child  becomes  re-infested  the  school 
nurse  visits  the  home,  where,  because  of  the  high  infectivity  of  the  con- 
dition, she  often  finds  cases  among  the  other  members  of  the  family.  It 
is  essential  that  all  cases  in  a family  receive  treatment  and  the  usual 
method  is  “Lorexane”  hair  lotion  applied  to  the  hair,  left  on  for  three 
days,  and  then  the  hair  is  shampooed  with  “Lorexane”  Shampoo. 


7— MINOR  ALIMENTS  CLINICS 

These  clinics  are  held  every  morning  from  9 a.m.  to  10.15  a.m.  at 
each  of  the  three  clinic  centres.  Whenever  possible  a medical  officer  is 
present  to  supervise  the  treatment  undertaken  by  the  nurses,  and  in 
particular  the  verrucae.  In  addition,  it  is  a period  of  time  when  the 
doctor  is  available  to  discuss  various  problems  with  other  members  of 
the  staff,  headteachers,  parents  and  social  workers.  Frequently  too, 
child  guidance  supervision,  medical  examinations  and  reports  are  complet- 
ed during  the  sessions. 

During  the  year  the  clinics  dealt  with  3,316  defects,  amongst  which 
58%  were  minor  septic  infections  of  the  skin.  The  attendances  numbered 
1 3,267  excluding  1 74  attendances  of  children  below  school  age,  as  compared 
with  a total  of  12,874  in  1966,  227  exclusion  certificates  were  given. 
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8— SKIN  DISEASES 

8 cases  of  ringworm,  78  of  scabies,  136  of  impetigo  were  treated 
during  the  year.  In  addition  there  were  1,702  cases  of  other  skin  diseases 
including  warts  and  verrucae. 


Verrucae 

The  incidence  of  verrucae  continues  to  increase.  The  children’s  feet 
are  inspected  regularly  by  the  physical  education  instructors,  and  all  cases 
are  referred  for  treatment  to  the  minor  ailment  clinics.  The  treatment  is 
time  consuming,  as  usually  six  attendances  are  required.  Advice  on  foot 
hygiene  is  given  in  the  schools  and  at  the  clinics. 


The  following  figures  show  the  incidence  of  verrucae  since  1959. 


Year 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

1967 

149 

189 

348 

1966 

112 

187 

299 

1965 

80 

140 

220 

1964 

49 

105 

154 

1963 

23 

63 

86 

1962 

25 

49 

74 

1961 

26 

42 

68 

1960 

19 

37 

56 

1959 

21 

26 

47 

Scabies 

The  incidence  of  scabies  is  still  rather  high  and  particular  care  is  taken 

at  cleanliness  inspections  to  make  sure  that  all  cases 

receive  treatment. 

When  a case  occurs. 

a routine  check  is  made  on  all  the  other  children  in  the 

class.  The  home  is  visited  by  the  nurse  and  the  other  children  in  the  family 
are  examined.  Cases  are  referred  to  the  clinic  or  to  the  family  doctor  for 

treatment. 

The  prevention  of  scabies  is  best  obtained  by  increasing  vigilance, 

early  diagnosis  and  rapid  treatment  in 

every  case. 

The  incidence 

of  scabies  among 

school  children 

is  shown  in  the 

following  table: — 

Year 

No.  of  cases 

Year 

No.  of  cases 

1967 

78 

1955 

43 

1966 

90 

1954 

25 

1965 

74 

1953 

22 

1964 

24 

1952 

10 

1963 

18 

1951 

8 

1962 

13 

1950 

9 

1961 

8 

1949 

25 

1960 

33 

1948 

40 

1959 

20 

1947 

76 

1958 

33 

1946 

159 

1957 

40 

1945 

201 

1956 

26 

1944 

382 

14 


9— VISION  AND  EYE  DEFECTS 

Vision.  The  vision  of  the  children  is  examined  at  regular  intervals 
during  their  school  career  by  the  School  Nurses,  and  if  a defect  is  found, 
they  are  referred  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  or  the  Ophthamlic  Surgeon 
for  further  examination.  The  results  of  the  inspections  during  the  year 
were  as  follows: — 


Age  Group 

Number 

examined 

Referred  for 
further  examination 

6 years  

1528 

63 

8 years  

1435 

79 

11  years  

1308 

127 

13  years  

1400 

63 

Senior  leavers  . . . 

1762 

117 

Total  . . . 

7433 

449 

At  routine  inspection  47  cases  of  mild  inflammatory  conditions  of  the 
external  eye  were  observed,  and  a further  206  cases  were  treated  at  the 
minor  ailment  clinics.  143  children  were  found  to  have  a squint. 


Specialist  Ophthalmic  Clinic.  Mr.  Ernest  Allan  has  continued  to 
conduct  the  ophthalmic  clinics.  His  report  is  as  follows: — 

“It  is  very  gratifying  to  find  a total  absence  of  severe  external  eye 
diseases;  quite  a different  state  of  affairs  than  from  a few  decades  ago. 
Undoubtedly,  this  has  been  brought  about  by  the  local  health  services 
both  at  home  and  in  clinics. 

Let  me  say  a word  about  faulty  posture.  Faulty  posture  is  prevalent 
in  practically  all  schools,  and  this  is  one  of  the  causes  of  headaches  in 
school-children.  Incidentally,  it  makes  the  short-sighted  child  more 
short-sighted,  and  causes  a good  deal  of  strain  in  the  child  who  has  to 
wear  glasses. 

All  teachers  should  be  instructed  to  see  that  the  children  when  doing 
close  work  hold  the  work  well  forward  and  the  head  well  back”. 

390  new  cases  were  referred  to  the  clinic,  and  the  total  number  of 
attendances  during  the  year  was  1177.  All  children  with  glasses  have 
their  visual  acuity  tested  by  Mr.  Allan  once  a year,  while  the  cases  of 
myopia  receive  a full  examination  more  frequently. 


10— DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT 

During  the  year  in  the  course  of  the  routine  school  inspections  108 
children  were  found  to  have  a degree  of  deafness  which  required  treat- 
ment or  observation.  105  children  had  signs  of  otitis  media,  (infection  of 
the  middle  ear)  and  there  were  87  with  other  ear  defects;  a number  of 
these  were  due  to  the  presence  of  wax. 
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A total  of  102  cases  were  referred  to  the  Ear  Nose  and  Throat  clinic 
at  the  Stanley  Hospital  where  they  received  treatment  from  Mr.  F.  Bauer 
the  Consultant  E.N.T.  Surgeon.  The  reasons  for  referral  were  as  follows: 
Otorrhoea  22,  other  ear  defects  19,  defects  of  nose  and  throat  25,  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids  10,  deafness  26. 

At  periodic  inspections  during  the  year  disease  of  both  tonsils  and 
adenoids  was  detected  in  3.2%  of  the  children.  40  cases  were  known  to 
have  received  operative  treatment  as  in-patients  at  local  hospitals. 

11— HEARING  TESTS 

Hearing  tests  are  carried  out  as  a routine  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
clinics;  particular  attention  is  paid  to  babies  on  the  “at  risk”  register  and 
to  those  children  whose  speech  development  is  slow.  Pure  tone  audiometry 
is  undertaken  by  the  school  nurses  on  the  eight  year  old  children.  If  a 
defect  of  hearing  is  found,  the  test  is  repeated  and  the  child  examined  by 
a medical  officer  and  if  necessary  referred  to  the  family  doctor  or  to  a 
consultant  for  further  investigation.  During  the  year  1692  audiometry 
tests  were  carried  out  in  schools  or  at  the  clinics.  A total  of  26  children 
were  referred  for  consultant  opinion. 

There  are  6 deaf  school  children  and  15  with  partial  hearing  attending 
special  schools  in  other  areas. 

Of  the  108  children  found  at  the  routine  inspections  to  require 
observation  or  treatment  for  deafness,  the  majority  had  a mild  form;  but 
it  is  essential  that  the  teacher  should  be  aware  of  the  disability  and  that 
the  child  should  be  suitably  positioned  in  class. 

The  cause  in  many  cases  was  a mild  infection  of  the  middle  ear  which 
is  often  the  aftermath  of  measles  or  other  upper  respiratory  infection. 
The  next  decade  could  see  the  elimination  of  deafness  from  this  cause  as 
clean  air  programmes  progress,  classes  in  infant  schools  become  smaller 
and  a programme  of  measles  vaccination  is  introduced. 

12— ORTHOPAEDIC  DEFECTS 

During  the  year  23  orthopaedic  sessions  were  held  at  the  School 
Medical  Clinic,  Balliol  Road,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  F.  C.  Dwyer 
the  consultant  orthopaedic  surgeon.  A total  of  554  children  were  re- 
ferred to  the  clinic,  and  of  these  140  were  discharged  while  384  were 
advised  to  remain  under  treatment  and  supervision.  30  cases  were  referred 
to  hospital  for  further  investigation  or  treatment. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  school  medical  service,  the  majority  of 
children  attended  with  gross  crippling  diseases  such  as  osseous  tuber- 
culosis, rickets  and  osteomyelitis;  now  these  diseases  are  rare,  and  the 
emphasis  at  the  clinic  is  on  the  prevention  of  deformity. 

Children  are  in  the  main  referred  following  routine  school  medical 
inspections  or  examinations  at  the  infant  welfare  clinics,  and  the  majority 
have  minor  defects  of  the  feet  and  legs,  which  when  treated  at  an  early 
stage,  provide  an  excellent  example  of  the  value  of  preventive  medicine. 
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Patients  attend  the  clinic  in  familiar  surroundings,  and  the  parents 
are  able  to  discuss  their  child’s  complaint  which  often  includes  problems 
of  footwear,  personally  with  a consultant  in  a quiet  unhurried  atmosphere. 
If  surgery  is  indicated  the  child  is  admitted  to  hospital;  but  following 
discharge  returns  to  the  School  Medical  Orthopaedic  Clinic  for  post 
operative  supervision.  The  nursing  staff  are  familiar  with  the  home 
background  of  the  child,  and  this  is  a great  help  in  ensuring  a good  follow 
up  of  cases. 

This  clinic  is  an  excellent  example  of  liaison  between  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  who  provide  the  services  of  a consultant  orthopaedic 
surgeon,  and  the  Local  Authority  who  are  responsible  for  the  premises 
and  the  administration  of  the  clinic. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  school  medical  service  in  1908,  the 
orthopaedic  clinic  has  received  the  assistance  of  the  Liverpool  Child 
Welfare  Association.  This  voluntary  society  was  established  originally  to 
aid  crippled  children,  but  in  latter  years  their  work  covered  many  other 
catagories  of  social  handicap.  Unfortunately  owing  to  staff  difficulites 
the  Association  is  no  longer  able  to  provide  a service  in  Bootle.  Tribute 
must  be  paid  to  the  Association  for  the  many  years  of  service  which  has 
been  given  to  the  children  of  Bootle. 


E— HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

The  definition  of  the  various  categories  of  handicapped  pupils  is 
set  forth  in  paragraph  4 of  Part  II  of  the  Handicapped  Pupils  and  Special 
School  Regulations,  1959  (which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April, 
1959)  and  the  numbers  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  as 


follows: 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

(a)  Blind  

2 ... 

2 ... 

4 

(b)  Partially  Sighted  

6 ... 

2 ... 

8 

(c)  Deaf  

3 ... 

3 ... 

6 

(d)  Partially  Hearing 

11  ... 

4 ... 

15 

(e)  Educationally  Sub-Normal 

84  ... 

60  ... 

144 

(f)  Epileptic  

2 ... 

1 ... 

3 

(g)  Maladjusted 

2 ... 

4 ... 

6 

(h)  Physically  Handicapped  

31  ... 

18  ... 

49 

(j)  Delicate 

1 ... 

1 ... 

2 

142  ... 

95  ... 

237 

110  boys  and  76  girls  are  attending  Special  Schools  and  Hospital 
Schools. 
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1— PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 

Ascertainment  of  physically  handicapped  children  who  are  in  need  of 
special  education  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officers.  It  is  desirable  to 
examine  these  children  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  age  of  two  years. 
There  is  then  time  for  observation,  assessment  and  rehabilitation  of  each 
child,  before  the  decision  is  taken  at  5 years  as  to  his  education  require- 
ments. 


Physically  handicapped  children 

are  educated  in 

special  day  or 

residential  schools  for  the  physically  handicapped  and  at  present  places 
for  Bootle  children  are  found  in  the  schools  of  neighbouring  authorities. 
A Day  Special  School  is  planned  for  Bootle  and  this  when  built  will  allow 

many  of  these  children  to  be  educated 
supervision  of  their  progress. 

nearer  home  and 

ensure  a closer 

Today  the  lives  of  many  children  born  with  a congenital  abnormality 

of  the  spine  and  nervous  system  known  as  spina  bifida  can  be  saved  by 
surgery  at  an  early  age.  In  some  cases  however  physical  handicap  remains 
and  provision  for  their  education  has  to  be  planned  as  they  reach  school 

age. 

In  1967,  22  children  were  in  this  category  of  physically  handicapped 

requiring  special  schooling  and  they  attended  schools  as  follows: — 

Residential  Schools: 

Boys 

Girls 

Greenbank,  Liverpool 

3 

— 

Bradstock  Lockett,  Southport  ... 

2 

1 

Thomas  Delarue  

1 

— 

Hinwick  Hall  

1 

— 

Bethesda  

1 

— 

West  Kirby  Hospital  School 

1 

2 

Southport  Hospital  School 

— 

1 

Total  

9 

4 

Day  Schools: 

Boys 

Girls 

Fazakerley,  Liverpool  

3 

— 

Sandfield  Park,  Liverpool 

3 

1 

St.  Paul’s  Day  E.S.N 

— 

2 

Total  

6 

3 

The  two  girls  who  attend  St.  Paul’s  Day  Special  School  for  educa- 
tionally subnormal  pupils  have  an  additional  physical  handicap. 

2— EDUCATIONALLY  SUBNORMAL  CHILDREN 

St.  Paul’s  Day  Special  School 

Mr.  Newns  the  Headmaster  reports  as  follows;— 

Accommodation  120,  Number  on  Roll  December  1967  118,  Pupil/ 
Staff  ratio  13-1,  Median  I.Q.67, 
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This  school  has  now  been  open  for  ten  years. 

It  is  an  outward-looking  school  with  a service  of  parent  counselling 
in  operation  from  the  day  a pupil  is  admitted  until  well  after  he  leaves. 
This  involves  evening  interviews  either  at  school  or  at  home  to  help 
parents  with  the  problems  which  face  every  family  with  a handicapped 
child.  One  member  of  staff  is  attending  a full-time  course  at  Reading 
University  on  parent  counselling. 

The  pupils  take  part  in  the  swimming,  athletic  and  folk  dancing 
activities  of  the  Special  Schools  of  the  Merseyside  area,  and  this  year  a 
group  took  part  in  the  Bootle  Schools  Musical  Festival.  During  the 
summer  holidays  a group  of  senior  pupils  made  a youth  hostelling  tour 
of  the  Lake  District  with  members  of  the  staff. 

Much  of  the  preparation  for  employment  takes  the  form  of  visits  to 
local  industry,  mock  interviews  are  held  and  much  attention  given  to 
work  habits.  During  Mental  Health  Week  this  year  a conference  on 
special  education  was  held,  which  was  attended  by  teachers,  employers  and 
youth  employment  officers.  All  leavers  are  offered  guidance  by  the  Youth 
Employment  Officer,  and  this  has  proved  very  successful.  A recent  review 
which  he  has  carried  out  shows  that  St.  Paul’s  School  did  better  than 
local  secondary  modern  schools  in  the  placement  of  leavers  of  the  less 
able  category  on  three  counts. 

1 . Length  of  time  out  of  work  on  first  leaving  school. 

2.  Length  of  stay  in  first  job. 

3.  Length  of  unemployment. 

Contributory  factors  in  this  fairly  successful  entry  into  the  world  of 
work  are  probably: — 

1.  Regular  medical  care  throughout  a pupil’s  stay  at  this  school. 
The  School  Medical  Officer  visits  not  less  than  once  each  term  and  is 
always  available  to  see  urgent  cases.  The  school  nurse  visits  about  once 
a fortnight.  This  means  that  all  defects  are  quickly  spotted  and  dealt 
with,  and  also  that  very  clear  guidance  is  at  once  available  to  the  Youth 
Employment  Officers  for  all  leavers. 

2.  Good  parent/pupil/teacher  relationships. 

3.  The  school  Youth  Club  and  after-care  service.  This  meets 
weekly  under  the  supervision  of  the  Headmaster  and  Staff,  and  is  open  to 
all  senior  pupils  and  all  former  pupils.  During  the  last  year  the  average 
weekly  attendance  has  been  about  70.  The  majority  of  the  young  people 
are  in  the  15-17  age  group,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  over  40  former 
pupils  between  18  and  22  called  for  assistance  at  some  time  during  the 
year.  This  activity  has  been  greatly  helped  by  a voluntary  band  of  friends 
and  parents  who  run  the  club  canteen.  They  have  also  arranged,  and  in 
many  cases  helped  to  finance,  rambles,  dances  and  theatres  visits.  Apart 
from  helping  the  young  people,  these  parents  are  also  being  helped  by 
meeting  together  and  finding  how  many  problems  they  have  in  common. 


19 


3— TRANSPORT 

Transport  to  various  schools  in  the  Liverpool  and  Bootle  area  is 
provided  for  approximately  43  children  whom  the  Education  Committee 
have  adjudged,  on  consideration  of  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer’s 
recommendation,  to  be  unable  to  travel  to  school  in  the  normal  way 
because  of  their  particular  handicaps.  The  children  are  transported  by 
mini-buses. 

4— HOME  TEACHING 

Home  teaching  was  being  provided  for  7 children  who,  for  medical 
reasons,  or  because  of  difliculty  of  placement,  were  not  on  the  rolls  of 
Special  Schools.  Home  teaching  is  normally  for  two  sessions  per  week 
(two  hours  per  session),  and  at  present,  four  teachers  are  engaged  in  this 
work. 


5— HOSPITAL  TUITION 

Where  education  is  provided  for  children  over  the  age  of  two  years  in 
hospitals  in  the  area,  the  Education  Committee  accepts  financial  responsi- 
bility for  Bootle  children. 

F -EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUNG  PERSONS 

During  the  year  92  boys  and  8 girls  desiring  employment  as  messen- 
gers, and  2 girl  entertainers  were  examined,  and  certificates  of  fitness  were 
granted  in  all  cases.  These  interviews  gave  an  opportunity  for  advice  to  be 
given  on  health  education.  For  some  children  it  is  a useful  method  of 
giving  them  an  insight  into  the  adult  world  of  employment. 

1— SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE  AND  THE  YOUTH 
EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU 

A close  liaison  is  maintained  between  all  those  who  are  concerned 
with  the  welfare  of  the  school  leavers.  Case  conferences  are  held,  attended 
by  representatives  from  the  Departments  of  Health,  Education,  Welfare 
and  from  the  Youth  Employment  Bureau;  and  the  future  employment 
needs  of  all  school  leavers  with  physical  or  mental  handicaps  are  then 
considered. 


G— STUDENT  TEACHERS 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Education  Circular  249,  94  medical 
examinations  (Male  42,  Female  52)  were  carried  out  of  entrants  to 
courses  of  training  for  teachers  and  to  the  teaching  profession.  Each 
candidate  is  required  to  have  an  x-ray  of  the  chest  to  exclude  tuberculosis. 
These  x-rays  are  taken  by  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit. 

H— CHILDREN  IN  CARE 

36  children  boarded-out  with  foster  parents  were  examined  during 
the  year  at  the  request  of  the  Children’s  Officer. 
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I— CHILD  GUIDANCE 

This  service  deals  with  children  who  are  showing  problems  of 
personality  and  behaviour,  or  of  learning.  A total  of  41  children  were 
treated  during  the  year  by  Consultant  Psychiatrists  attached  to  local 
hospitals.  37  of  these  cases  attended  the  Department  of  Psychological 
Medicine  at  Alder  Hey  Children’s  Hospital.  In  addition  supervision  of 
these  children  is  maintained  by  the  School  Medical  Officers. 

There  is  a close  co-operation  between  the  members  of  the  various 
social  agencies  who  may  be  concerned  with  these  children.  These  include 
the  school  nurses,  the  education  welfare  officers,  children’s  officers, 
probation  officers,  the  local  inspector  of  the  National  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  the  youth  employment  officers  and  the 
school  teachers.  This  year  the  team  was  joined  by  officers  of  the  Police 
Juvenile  Liaison  scheme,  a scheme  which  has  been  in  existence  for  a 
number  of  years  in  Liverpool  and  which  has  been  extended  to  Bootle  this 
year  following  amalgamation  of  the  police  authorities.  As  soon  as  the 
police  are  aware  that  a child  has  committed  an  offence  for  the  first  time 
and  that  it  is  not  a serious  one,  and  provided  the  offender  admits  the 
facts  and  the  owner  of  the  property  does  not  wish  to  prosecute,  then  the 
police  liaison  officer  with  the  full  consent  of  the  parents  takes  the  child 
under  his  aegis.  The  officer  concerned  frequently  refers  his  cases  to  the 
School  Medical  Officers  for  assessment. 


J— HEALTH  EDUCATION 

A number  of  requests  were  made  by  secondary  school  girls  taking  the 
Certificate  of  Secondary  Education  examination  for  information  relating 
to  the  work  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  the  School  Medical 
Services.  In  order  to  help  them,  two  conferences  were  arranged.  The  first 
relating  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services,  took  place  during 
an  afternoon  at  Knowsley  Road  Clinic  and  was  attended  by  40  pupils. 
The  programme  consisted  of  talks  by  a medical  officer,  school  dentist, 
health  visitor  and  a school  nurse.  It  also  included  a practical  demonstration 
of  the  testing  of  hearing  in  infants.  Later  in  the  year  the  second,  a day 
conference,  was  held  in  the  Health  Department  at  Balliol  House,  the 
theme  was  Public  Health  and  36  pupils  attended.  The  programme  was  a 
wide  one,  and  following  an  introduction  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
consisted  of  lectures  on  the  history  of  the  health  services,  epidemiology, 
food  sampling  and  hygiene,  chest  diseases  and  clean  air.  The  public  health 
inspectors  acted  a little  scene  which  gave  a practical  demonstration  of 
what  happens  when  the  inspector  calls  at  a shop  for  the  purpose  of  food 
sampling.  The  students  were  very  intrigued  with  the  x-rays  which  illus- 
trated the  talk  on  chest  diseases,  and  a simple  demonstration  of  the  tarry 
deposit  on  a filter  paper  produced  from  the  smoke  from  one  cigarette 
being  drawn  through.  It  had  a salutary  effect  on  the  audience.  The  day 
concluded  with  a visit  to  a House-Warming  Centre  in  a local  store.  There 
the  students  were  shown  the  various  appliances  to  be  used  in  smoke  control 
areas. 
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Throughout  both  conferences  ample  time  was  given  for  questions  and 
discussion.  The  sessions  were  enjoyed  both  by  the  students  and  the  staff 
involved. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Merseyside  Cancer  Education  Committee 
a discussion  on  the  adverse  effects  of  smoking  took  place  at  St.  Catherine’s 
Secondary  Modern  School.  Two  films  were  shown  “From  One  Cell” 
and  “Smoking  and  You”.  A similar  programme  was  arranged  for  the 
Army  Cadet  Force. 

As  a preliminary  to  Mental  Health  Week  a meeting  of  careers  teachers 
was  held  at  the  Adult  Training  Centre.  The  film  “Stress”  was  shown  and 
Mr.  Bland  the  Headmaster  of  Brockhall  Special  School  addressed  the 
group.  During  Mental  Health  Week  many  of  the  secondary  schools  had 
special  displays  relating  to  careers  in  this  field. 

A portable  display  on  Home  Safety  based  on  material  issued  by  the 
Central  Council  of  Health  Education  was  constructed  by  the  trainees  of 
the  Adult  Training  Centre.  This  was  made  available  to  the  schools  during 
the  year,  and  three  schools  accepted  the  offer.  Teaching  aids  on  Home 
Safety  are  also  available  and  have  been  found  helpful  by  the  teachers. 

The  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  Course  started  at  the  Countess  of 
Derby  school  in  September  1966  was  completed  during  the  year.  The 
students  were  tutored  by  Mrs.  Benson,  Superintendent  Health  Visitor, 
and  by  Mrs.  Kewley,  health  visitor.  During  the  course  students  visited 
ante-natal  and  well  baby  clinics  in  the  Borough.  Of  9 students,  5 completed 
the  course,  all  of  whom  were  successful  in  the  examination. 

Throughout  the  year  the  schools  were  supplied  with  a series  of  posters 
on  topics  of  health  education. 


K— COMMUNICABLE  DISEASE 


The  number  of  notified  cases  of  the  principal  infectious  diseases 
occurring  amongst  school  children  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  which 


also  gives  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  four  years. 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

13 

5 

23 

6 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

151 

33 

138 

184 

65 

Dysentery 

1 

4 

1 

1 

7 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

18 

10 

8 

8 

23 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

— 

5 

2 

1 

1 

Non  Pulmonary  T.B. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

The  general  incidence  of  infectious  disease  amongst  school  children 
was  again  at  a satisfactory  low  level,  and  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  or 
diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  This  standard  can  only  be 
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maintained  by  a high  level  of  inoculation  against  these  diseases  and  parents 
are  advised  to  make  sure  that  their  children  receive  the  benefit  of  the 
protection  which  is  offered. 

Dysentery  and  food  poisoning  are  both  diseases  which  are  not  always 
notified,  and  the  incidence  may  well  be  higher  than  that  indicated. 


1— INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS 

During  1967  it  is  known  that  at  least  84  cases  of  infective  hepatitis 
occurred  amongst  the  school  children  including  one  child  aged  seven 
years  who  died  of  acute  hepatitis.  Attention  was  drawn  to  the  outbreak 
when  a general  practitioner  reported  that  he  was  treating  a family  in  which 
there  had  been  five  cases. 

Further  information  was  obtained  from  the  records  of  the  school 
welfare  officers.  In  October  general  practitioners  were  requested  to 
notify  the  disease  on  a voluntary  basis,  and  as  a result  7 cases  were  notified 
in  the  months  that  followed. 


The  majority  of  cases  occurred  in  the  Netherton  area  and  the 
incidence  was  highest  amongst  the  junior  school  children. 


No.  of  Cases 

Secondary  Modern  30 

Junior  39 

Infant  13 


No.  on  Roll 
2,118 
1,399 
1,557 


Percentage 

1.3% 

1-9% 

0.8% 


The  peak  of  the  outbreak  appears  to  have  been  during  September, 
October  and  November  when  a total  of  51  cases  were  identified,  but  this 
is  possibly  the  result  of  an  increased  awareness  of  the  disease  in  the 
community. 

The  Head  Teachers  were  warned  in  their  weekly  bulletin  of  the 
presence  of  the  outbreak  and  advice  was  given  on  general  hygienic  pre- 
cautions which  should  be  taken. 


All  known  cases  were  visited  by  a public  health  inspector  who 
investigated  the  cause  and  gave  general  advice  on  hygiene,  and  a leaflet 
giving  further  information  was  given  to  the  parents. 

Infective  hepatitis  is  not  a notifiable  disease  and  it  was  difficult  to 
assess  the  true  extent  of  the  outbreak.  Infective  hepatitis  has  a high 
infectivity  rate,  and  it’s  occurrence  in  epidemic  form  a warning  of  the 
importance  of  maintaining  high  standards  of  hygiene  in  schools  and  at 
home. 


L — Protection  against  Poliomyelitis 

During  the  year  twenty-one  Infant  Schools  were  visited  and  356 
children  were  given  a primary  course  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  and  at  the 
same  time  696  children  were  given  booster  doses. 
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M — Protection  against  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus 

During  the  year  345  infant  school  children  who  had  not  received  pro- 
tection against  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  in  their  infancy  were  given  the  first 
2 doses  of  their  primary  course.  The  third  dose  will  be  given  next  year. 

In  addition  705  infant  school  children  were  given  a booster  inoculation 
against  diphtheria  and  tetanus. 

N— B.C.G.  VACCINATION 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
in  Circular  19/64,  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  offered  to  all  children  aged  13 
years,  and  to  older  children  who  have  not  previously  been  protected. 
This  year  1,142  children  were  offered  B.C.G.  vaccination  and  1,013 
accepted.  Individual  letters  were  sent  by  post  to  the  129  parents  who 
refused  to  give  their  permission  asking  them  to  reconsider  their  decision, 
but  only  28  replies  were  received,  and  of  these  6 parents  gave  their  con- 
sent, 8 children  were  already  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chest  Clinic; 
the  remainder  confirmed  their  refusal. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year 
in  comparison  to  previous  years. 


1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

Number  of  children  offered  B.C.G. 

1,142 

1,153 

1,197 

1,188 

1,118 

Number  of  acceptances 

1,013 

1,012 

961 

975 

903 

Percentage  of  acceptance  rate 

89 

88 

83 

82 

80 

Number  of  children  skin  tested 
Number  of  children  with  positive 

811 

761 

770 

805 

734 

reactions 

Number  of  children  with  negative 

48 

84 

176 

267 

233 

reactions 

763 

677 

594 

538 

501 

Percentage  of  positive  reactors 

5.9 

10.2 

20.8 

33.1 

31.7 

Number  of  children  x-rayed 
Number  of  children  with  Tubercu- 

30 

62 

106 

183 

173 

losis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

It  is  gratifying  to  observe  the  marked  fall  in  the  number  of  positive 
reactors  as  this  is  an  indication  of  a reduced  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in 
the  community.  It  is  however  a matter  of  regret  that  so  many  parents 
refuse  to  allow  their  children  to  be  protected. 

1— TRACING  OF  CONTACTS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES 

When  a school  child  is  notified  as  having  tuberculosis,  all  the  children 
in  the  same  class  are  given  a Heaf  Test,  and  if  this  is  positive,  they  are 
referred  for  further  investigation.  Children  who  have  had  B.C.G.  are 
x-rayed.  Teachers  in  contact  are  also  referred  for  chest  examination. 

During  the  year  a student  attending  a day  release  course  at  the 
Technical  College  was  notified;  his  15  fellow  students  and  34  of  the 
teachers  who  had  contact  with  the  group  were  x-rayed.  All  were  found 
to  be  clear  of  infection. 
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O— EDUCATIONAL  CRUISE  1967 

A number  of  Bootle  school  children  went  on  an  educational  cruise 
aboard  the  S.S.  Nevasa  visiting  ports  in  North  Africa.  125  children  were 
vaccinated  against  smallpox,  and  126  were  given  T.A.B.  inoculations  by 
the  School  Medical  Officer  prior  to  departure. 

P— CONVALESCENCE 

During  the  year  14  school  children  were  referred  for  convalescence. 
This  service  has  for  many  years  been  organised  by  the  Liverpool  Child 
Welfare  Association,  but  unfortunately  owing  to  staff  shortages  a number 
of  Homes  have  now  had  to  be  closed. 

As  the  standard  of  living  has  risen  during  recent  years,  there  has  been 
less  call  for  convalescence.  There  are  still  a few  children,  however,  who 
benefit  from  the  change  of  diet  and  environment. 

Q— ENURESIS 

The  pad  and  bell  apparatus  is  used  as  a treatment  for  bed-wetting. 
Mrs.  E.  I.  Dodds  the  Superintendent  of  the  District  Nursing  Service  has 
submitted  the  following  figures: — 


Number  of  cases  brought  forward  ... 

• • . • . • 

11 

Number  of  new  cases: 

Boys  

26 

Girls  

17 

Total  

— 

33 

Total  number  of  cases 

... 

44 

Source  of  Requests  (New  cases) : 

(a)  School  Medical  Officers 

. . • . • . 

30 

(b)  General  Practitioners 

...  . . • 

3 

(c)  Hospitals  

... 

— 

Total  

... 

33 

Cases  attended  during  the  year : 

Satisfactory  outcome  

...  ... 

18 

Left  District  

...  ... 

3 

Never  heard  buzzer  

...  ... 

2 

Admitted  to  hospital  

...  ... 

2 

Apparatus  not  required 

... 

1 

Only  slight  improvement  (after  prolonged  period) 

2 

Parents  unco-operative  

... 

3 

Total  

... 

31 

Cases  carried  forward  to  1968 

13 
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Co-operation  of  the  parents  is  essential,  and  they  must  be  prepared 
to  get  up  themselves  when  the  bell  rings  to  supervise  the  child  and  to  reset 
the  alarm.  At  present  there  are  six  outfits  in  use. 

R— AFTER  CARE 

Arrangements  for  the  after-care  of  children  ascertained  to  be  suffering 
from  defects  remained  as  described  in  previous  reports,  viz.,  verbal  or 
written  advice  is  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  or  School  Nurse,  together 
with  re-inspection  each  year.  In  the  course  of  their  after-care  work  the 
School  Nurses  paid  2,594  visits  to  the  homes  to  explain  the  need  for 
treatment  and  the  way  in  which  it  could  be  obtained.  Action  is  also 
taken  in  giving  supervision  where  necessary  to  children  who  have  been  in 
hospital.  In  this  connection  it  is  desired  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation 
of  the  Hospital  Authorities,  particularly  the  Medical  Superintendent  of 
Alder  Hey  Hospital,  in  forwarding  reports  on  children  discharged  from 
hospital. 

S -DENTAL  REPORT 

Mr.  Maxfield  the  Principal  Dental  Officer  reports  as  follows: — 

There  are  now  two  full-time  dentists.  Miss  Brayshaw  and  myself.  In 
addition  Mrs.  Birkinhead  has  worked  on  a part-time  basis.  The  Netherton 
Clinic  has  been  very  busy,  and  we  look  forward  to  a time  when  we  will  be 
able  to  provide  better  facilities  and  a further  increase  in  staff. 

It  has  been  noticeable  that  there  seems  to  be  a general  improvement  in 
oral  hygiene,  especially  in  the  Netherton  area.  It  is  however  regretable 
that  more  dental  decay  than  ever  is  to  be  found  in  milk  teeth.  In  this 
connection,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  Birmingham  where  fluoridation 
of  the  water  has  been  introduced,  there  has  been  a marked  decrease  in 
dental  decay.  Such  a decrease  could  occur  in  other  areas  if  fluoridation 
were  introduced  generally. 

Thanks  should  again  be  given  to  Dr.  Bushby  for  her  valuable  services 
in  giving  general  anaesthetics. 


T— CLOTHING  AND  FOOTWEAR 

The  number  of  pupils  assisted  under  the  Authority’s  scheme,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Education  (Miscellaneous  Pro- 
visions) Act,  1948,  in  the  period  January — December,  1967  was  as 
follows: — 

Total  Applications  ...  1048  (compared  with  956  last  year). 

Total  Children  dealt 

with  988  (compared  with  856  last  year — 

includes  28  Residential  Special 
Schools  cases  and  25  not  re- 
ferred to  the  Ministry  of  Social 
Security.) 
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Issues  Free  OF  Cost  ...  969  (Includes  9 Residential  Special 

School  cases,  free) 

Issues  at  one-third  Cost  Nil 

Issues  at  two-thirds  Cost  Nil 

Issues  AT  Full  Cost  ...  19  (All  Residential  Special  School 

Cases — not  referred  to  Ministry 
of  Social  Security). 

Referred  to  Ministry  of 

Social  Security  ...  1195  (The  Ministry  of  Social  Security 

assisted  3 cases  and  refused 
1016  cases,  leaving  176  cases 
outstanding). 

This  scheme  for  provision  of  clothing  gives  the  opportunity,  of  which 
full  advantage  is  taken,  of  close  co-operation  between  the  various  agencies 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  children.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
notified  at  once  of  any  cases  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  Education  Depart- 
ment in  which  there  is  a possibility  of  neglect  or  ill  treatment  of  children. 


U— NURSERY  CLASSES 


No.  of  New 

No.  on 

Average  No. 
in  attendance 

Admissions 

Roll 

Jan. — Dec., 

in  1967 

17.12.67 

1967 

Linacre 

42 

34 

27 

Salisbury  ... 

45 

37 

33 

St.  Mary’s  ... 

36 

38 

35 

Throughout  1967  a steady  flow  of  applications  for  the  admission  of 
children  to  the  Nursery  Classes  has  been  received  in  the  Education  Office 
and  in  the  Nursery  Classes. 

It  has  of  course  been  impossible  to  meet  all  the  demands  for  places, 
but  each  case  has  been  given  careful  consideration. 

Obviously  each  applicant  for  a child’s  admission  to  a Nursery  con- 
siders their  own  individual  case  as  one  deserving  of  first  priority,  but  the 
majority  of  parents  whose  child  has  not  been  placed  in  a Nursery  Class 
because  of  lack  of  accommodation  are  prepared  to  accept  the  decision 
made.  There  are,  and  no  doubt  always  will  be,  parents  who  consider  as 
their  right  that  they  should  have  two  children  in  the  Nursery  at  the  same 
time.  Whilst  admission  of  two  children  from  one  family  is  sometimes 
granted,  the  circumstances  have  to  be  exceptional  to  ensure  a fair  dis- 
tribution of  the  available  places. 

The  three  existing  nursery  classes  are  situated  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  Borough,  and  future  planning  envisages  nursery  provision  in  the 
Netherton  Area. 
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1— STAFFING  OF  NURSERY  CLASSES,  1967 


NURSERY 

SPRING 

< 

5UMMEF 

. 

AUTUMh 

I 

Qual. 

Teachers 

Nursery 

Assts. 

Nursery 

Students 

Qual. 

Teachers 

Nursery 

Assts. 

Nursery 

Students 

Qual. 

Teachers 

Nursery 

Assts. 

Nursery 

Students 

Linacre 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Salisbury 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

St.  Mary’s 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

The  Nursery  Classes  continue  to  be  staffed  by  qualified  teachers  and 
Nursery  Assistants. 

Four  students  successfully  completed  their  training  in  July,  1967, 
and  at  the  present  time  six  students  are  in  the  first  year  of  the  National 
Nursery  Nurses’  Certificate  Course. 

A Health  Visitor  attends  each  Nursery  at  least  once  a week,  and 
routine  medical  examinations  of  all  entrants  are  made  by  a School  Medical 
Officer,  with  appropriate  re-examination  where  the  need  arises. 

V— PROVISION  OF  MEALS 

During  the  period  under  review,  the  kitchen  at  Sterrix  County 
Primary  School  was  taken  into  service  on  5th  September,  1967. 

The  total  number  of  School  Dinners  consumed  during  the  year  was : — 

Free  141,019 

Paid  1,238,982 


1,380,001 


Milk 

The  number  of  one-third  pint  cartons  provided  during  the  period 
under  review  was  2,639,080. 

The  number  of  individual  children  supplied  with  meals  and  milk  on 
a normal  day  in  October,  1967  was: 

Meals:  Free  832 

Paid  6,944 


Total  ...  7,776 


Milk  13,974 

W— PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Swimming 

Schools’  attendance  at  the  public  baths  were  very  limited  over  this 
period,  due  to  the  closure  of  the  baths  for  major  alterations.  Some 
swimming  was  carried  out  at  Crosby  Baths  and  at  Queen’s  Drive  Baths 
but  the  standard  of  swimming  in  the  schools  did,  over  the  period,  suffer  a 
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setback.  Since  the  re-opening  of  Balliol  Road  Baths  this  setback  is 
rapidly  being  overcome;  once  again  all  schools  include  swimming  in  their 
physical  education  programmes. 

Schools’  Programmes 

All  possible  aspects  of  physical  education  were  included  in  the  schools’ 
programmes,  and  pupils  benefited  from  the  varied  activities  placed  at  their 
disposal.  Camping  increased  in  popularity  in  both  Primary  and  Secondary 
schools,  and  the  central  store  of  equipment,  made  available  to  the  schools, 
was  very  heavily  used.  Comprehensive  programmes  of  work  in  modern 
gymnastics  were  carried  out  in  all  schools. 

The  Schools’  Voluntary  Sports  Associations  carried  out  extensive 
activities  out  of  school  hours;  the  Authority’s  teachers  being  responsible 
for  the  operation  of  these  in  their  own  time.  Many  hours  were  devoted  to 
carrying  out  activities  including  basketball,  badminton,  soccer,  cricket, 
athletics,  netball,  canoeing,  swimming  and  archery. 

Games  and  Athletics’  Centres,  operating  throughout  the  summer 
terms,  and  staffed  by  qualified  coaches,  offered  recreation  under  instruction 
to  approximately  300  young  people  each  week. 

Evening  Institutes 

Recreative  activities’  classes  in  our  Evening  Institutes  continued  to 
attract  large  numbers,  and  classes  were  held  in  Golf,  Yoga,  Dance,  Judo, 
Archery,  Keep  Fit,  Games  Coaching,  Trampolining  and  General  Physical 
Activities. 

Youth  Organisations 

The  scope  of  physical  activities  amongst  members  of  youth  organisa- 
tions is  increasing,  and  it  is  particularly  interesting  that  one  organisation 
has  now  taken  up  horse  riding  as  an  activity.  The  normal  physical 
activities  carried  out  in  youth  organisations  continue  to  be  very  well 
supported,  and  the  efforts  of  the  instructors  provided,  free  of  charge,  have 
been  well  received. 

The  introduction  of  a centrally  organised  Youth  Swimming  Scheme 
has  proved  very  popular  and  the  standard  of  attainment  achieved  now 
that  a qualified  instructor  is  in  attendance,  has  been  very  gratifying.  The 
demand  for  swimming  time  is  greater  than  the  facilities  available. 

B.  H.  LAWSON, 

Organiser  of  Physical  Education. 
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X ANNUAL  STATISTICS  SENT  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT 
OF  EDUCATION  AND  SCIENCE 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 


PART  I 

Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained  Primary  and 
Secondary  Schools  (Including  Nursery  and  Special  Schools) 


Table  A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections 


Age  Groups 
inspected 
(By  year  of 
Birth) 

(1) 

No.  of  Pupils 
who  have 
received  a 
full  medical 
examina- 
tion 

(2) 

PHYSICAL  CON- 
DITION OF  PUPILS 
INSPECTED 

Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory factory 

No.  of  Pupils 
found  not  to 
warrant  a 
medical 
examination 
(See  Note  1 
above) 

(5) 

Pupils  found  to  require  treatment 
(excluding  dental  diseases  and 
infestation  with  vermin) 

for 

defective 

vision 

(excluding 

squint) 

(6) 

for  any 
other 
condition 
recorded 
at  Part  11 
(7) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(8) 

(3) 

(4) 

1963  and  later 

100 

100 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1962 

671 

670 

1 

— 

6 

43 

47 

1961 

957 

957 

— 

— 

10 

51 

57 

1960 

160 

160 

— 

— 

1 

11 

12 

1959 

29 

29 

— 

— 

3 

2 

4 

1958 

20 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1957 

550 

550 

— 

— 

41 

35 

72 

1956 

588 

588 

— 

— 

57 

53 

100 

1955 

210 

210 

— 

— 

19 

14 

32 

1954 

46 

46 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

1953 

33 

33 

— 

— 

3 

1 

3 

1952  and  earlier 

1605 

1603 

2 

— 

102 

71 

154 

TOTAL 

4969 

4966 

3 

— 

244 

283 

485 

Col.  (3)  total  as  a percentage  of  Col.  (2)  total  ...  99.94% 
Col.  (4)  total  as  a percentage  of  Col.  (2)  total  ...  0.06% 
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Table  B. — Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 3,827 

Number  of  Re-inspections  5,689 

Total  ...  9,516 


Table  C. — Infestation  with  Vermin 

Notes; — The  numbers  recorded  at  {b),  (c)  and  {d)  relate  to  individual 

pupils,  and  not  to  instances  of  infestation. 

(d)  Total  number  of  individual  examinations  of  pupils  in  schools 

by  school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  48,410 

(b)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  ...  984 

(c)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

notices  were  issued  (Section  54(2),  Education  Act,  1944)  ...  — 

{d)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders 
were  issued  (Section  54(3),  Education  Act,  1944)  ...  ...  — 
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PART  n 

DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  PERIODIC  AND  SPECIAL  MEDICAL 
INSPECTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Defect 

Code 

No. 

(1) 

Defect  or  Disease 

(2) 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special 

Inspec- 

tions 

(7) 

Entrants 

(3) 

Leavers 

(4) 

Others 

(5) 

Total 

(6) 

4 

Skin  

T 

22 

25 

23 

70 

1506 

O 

77 

77 

58 

212 

— 

5 

Eyes  a.  Vision 

T 

19 

117 

108 

244 

37 

O 

47 

401 

173 

621 

— 

b.  Squint 

T 

20 

3 

6 

29 

9 

O 

60 

14 

31 

105 

— 

c.  Other 

T 

2 

3 

4 

9 

200 

O 

13 

3 

22 

38 

6 

6 

Ears  a.  Hearing 

T 

14 

7 

11 

32 

20 

O 

28 

19 

29 

76 

4 

b.  Otitis  Media... 

T 

3 

4 

3 

10 

20 

O 

45 

25 

25 

95 

— 

c.  Other 

T 

3 

3 

4 

10 

62 

O 

29 

33 

15 

77 

— 

7 

Nose  and  Throat 

T 

11 

2 

8 

21 

44 

O 

148 

40 

44 

232 

11 

8 

Speech 

T 

2 

1 

— 

3 

14 

O 

36 

6 

15 

57 

9 

9 

Lymphatic  Glands 

T 

4 

— 

1 

5 



O 

79 

6 

11 

96 

— 

10 

Heart 

T 



1 



1 

1 

O 

51 

23 

27 

101 

8 

11 

Lungs 

T 

1 

3 



4 

3 

O 

79 

30 

35 

144 

6 

12 

Developmental — 

a.  Hernia  

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

O 

11 

1 

1 

13 

— 

b.  Other  

T 

9 



6 

15 

3 

O 

72 

6 

50 

128 

3 
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PART  II — continued 


Defect 

Code 

No. 

(1) 

Defect  or  Disease 

(2) 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special 

Inspec- 

tions 

(6) 

Entrants 

(3) 

Leavers 

(4) 

Others 

(5) 

Total 

(7) 

13 

Orthopaedic — 

a.  Posture 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

O 

— 

2 

3 

5 

1 

b.  Feet  

T 

24 

3 

17 

44 

54 

O 

56 

27 

23 

106 

10 

c.  Other  

T 

18 

20 

23 

61 

24 

O 

142 

96 

87 

325 

25 

14 

Nervous  System — 

a.  Epilepsy 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

O 

2 

2 

6 

10 

4 

b.  Other  

T 

5 

5 

6 

16 

2 

O 

79 

21 

34 

134 

13 

15 

Psychological — 

a.  Development  ... 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

O 

22 

26 

26 

74 

17 

b.  Stability 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

O 

13 

5 

15 

33 

9 

16 

Abdomen  

T 









2 

O 

11 

3 

10 

24 

1 

17 

Other  

T 

175 

68 

62 

305 

981 

O 

366 

256 

235 

857 

12 

33 


PART  m 


Treatment  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained  Primary  and  Secondary 
Schools  (Including  Nursery  and  Special  Schools) 


Table  A. — Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 


Number  of  cases  known  to 

have  been  dealt  with 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of  refraction 
and  squint  

424 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint) 

765 

Total  

1189 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 
prescribed 

452 

Table  B. — Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear, 

Nose  and  Throat 

Received  operative  treatment — 

Number  of  cases  known  to 
have  been  dealt  with 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear 

18 

(b)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsillitis  ... 

19 

(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions... 

— 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  

171 

Total  

211 

Total  number  of  pupils  in  schools  who  are  known 
to  have  been  provided  with  hearing  aids — 

(a)  in  1967  

2 

(b)  in  previous  years  

20 

34 


Table  C.— ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 


Number  of  cases  known  to 
have  been  treated 

(a)  Pupils  treated  at  clinits  or  out-patient 

departments  234 

(b)  Pupils  treated  at  school  for  postural 

defects  ..  — 


Total  234 


Table  D. — Diseases  of  the  Skin 

(excluding  uncleanliness,  for  which  see  Table  C of  Part  I) 


Ringworm — (a)  Scalp  

Number  of  cases  known  to 
have  been  treated 

(b)  Body  

8 

Scabies  

78 

Impetigo  

136 

Other  skin  diseases  (includes  299  verrucae) 

1702 

Total 

1924 

Table  E. — Child  Guidance  Treatment 


Number  of  cases  known  to 
have  been  treated 

Pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance  Clinics 

41 

Table  F. — Speech  Therapy 

Number  of  cases  known  to 
have  been  treated 

Pupils  treated  by  speech  therapists 

25 

35 


Table  G. — Other  Treatment  Given 


Number  of  cases  known  to 
have  been  dealt  with 

(a) 

Pupils  with  minor  ailments 

1031 

(b) 

Pupils  who  received  convalescent  treat- 
ment under  School  Health  Service 

arrangements  

14 

(c) 

Pupils  who  received  B.C.G.  vaccination 

746 

(d) 

Other  than  (a),  (b)  and  (c)  above 

— 

Total  (a) — (d) 

1791 

SCREENING  TESTS  OF  VISION  AND  HEARING 


1(a) 

Is  the  vision  of  entrants  tested  as  a routine 
within  their  first  year  at  school?  

No 

(b) 

If  not,  at  what  age  is  the  first  routine  test 
carried  out?  

6 years 

2 

At  what  age(s)  is  vision  testing  repeated 
during  a child’s  school  life?  

8,  10,  12,  14,  15,  16 
years 

3(a) 

Is  colour  vision  testing  undertaken? 

Yes 

(b) 

If  so,  at  what  age?  

10  years 

(c) 

Are  both  boys  and  girls  tested  ? 

Yes 

4(a) 

By  whom  is  vision  testing  carried  out? 

School  Nurse 

(b) 

By  whom  is  colour  vision  testing  carried  out? 

Doctor 

5(a) 

Is  routine  audiometric  testing  of  entrants 
carried  out  within  their  first  year  at  school  ?. . . 

No 

(b) 

If  not,  at  what  age  is  the  first  routine  autio- 
metric  test  carried  out  ? 

8 years 

(c) 

By  whom  is  audiometric  testing  carried  out? 

School  Nurse 

36 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 


Attendances  and  Treatment 

Ages 

5 to  9 

Ages 

10  to  14 

Ages 

15  and  over 

Total 

First  Visit  

1098 

976 

83 

2157 

Subsequent  visits 

992 

1648 

178 

2818 

Total  visits  

2090 

2624 

261 

4975 

Additional  courses  of  treatment 

commenced  

208 

390 

14 

612 

Fillings  in  permanent  teeth  

894 

2062 

185 

3141 

Fillings  in  deciduous  teeth 

308 

22 

— 

330 

Permanent  teeth  filled  

755 

1733 

152 

2640 

Deciduous  teeth  filled  

290 

18 

— 

308 

Permanent  teeth  extracted 

67 

534 

75 

676 

Deciduous  teeth  extracted  

1180 

379 

— 

1559 

General  anaesthetics  

650 

384 

30 

1064 

Emergencies 

433 

219 

16 

668 

Number  of  Pupils  X-rayed  ...  . 

78 

Prophylaxis  



. 394 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved  ...  . 

19 

Number  of  teeth  root  filled  ...  . 

18 

Inlays 



5 

Crowns  



15 

Courses  of  treatment  completed  . 

. 1621 

Orthodontics 

Cases  remaining  from  previous  year  ...  . 

16 

New  cases  commenced  during  year 

42 

Cases  completed  during  year 



22 

Cases  discontinued  during  year 



2 

No.  of  removable  appliances  fitted 

41 

No.  of  fixed  appliances  fitted 



— 

Pupils  referred  to  Hospital  Consultant 

25 

Prosthetics 

5 to  9 

10  m 14 

1 5 and  over 

Total 

Pupils  supplied  with  full  upper  or  full 

lower  (first  time)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pupils  supplied  with  other  dentures 

(first  time)  

3 

11 

1 

15 

Number  of  dentures  supplied  

3 

11 

1 

15 

Anaesthetics 


General  Anaesthetics  administered  by  Dental 
Officers  


39 


37 


Inspections 

(a)  First  inspection  at  school.  No.  of  Pupils  7914 

(b)  First  inspection  at  clinic.  No.  of  Pupils  1065 

No.  of  (a)+ (b)  found  to  require  treatment  5998 
No.  of  (a) + (b)  offered  treatment 5105 

(c)  Pupils  re-inspected  at  school  clinic 510 

No.  of  (c)  found  to  require  treatment  ...  304 

Sessions 

Sessions  devoted  to  treatment  978 

Sessions  devoted  to  inspection  59 

Sessions  devoted  to  Dental  Health  Education  2 


38 


HANDICAPPED  PUPILS. 

Children  found  unsuitable  for  education  at  school 

During  the  calendar  year  ended  31st  December,  1967: — 

(i)  Children  subject  of  new  decisions  recorded  under  Section 

57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944  6 

(ii)  Reviews  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  Section  57A  of 

the  Education  Act,  1944  1 

(iii)  decisions  cancelled  under  Section  57A(2)  of  the  Education  — 

Act,  1944  


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE.  — PARTICULARS  OF  CLINIC  SESSIONS  HELD. 


39 
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Patients  now  seen  at  Stanley  Hospital. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION  AND  SCDLNCE  RETURN  OF  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 

PART  I 

New  assessments  and  placements 


INDEX — continued 
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PAGE 

55 
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12 
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21 
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27 
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76 

Infant  Mortality  ...  4,  10, 

14,  15,  79 
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4,  14, 

71 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

17, 

19 

Inspections,  P.H.Is 

50 

Inhabited  Houses 

10 

Inquests  

15 

Incontinence  Pads 

26 

L 

Leprosy  

43 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

58 

Liquid  Egg  Reg 

Liverpool  Child  Welfare 

... 

54 

Association  

21 

M 

Marriages  

11 

Maternal  Mortality 

10, 

15 

Mental  Health  Service 

30, 

35 

Mental  Health  Week 
Merseyside  Cancer 

33 

Education  Committee. . . 

32 

Milk  

54, 

55 

Municipal  Midwifery  Service 

3, 

22 

N 

Neo-natal  Mortality 

10, 

14 
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62 
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16 
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49, 

51 
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30 
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After  Care  25 
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